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THE MORAL TRIBES OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE:
Conflict and Community in an Age of Polarization
Tal Becker, Senior Research Fellow, Shalom Hartman Institute

In many of the issues dividing the Jewish people today – whether Israel, American politics, or others 
— conflicting viewpoints are often seen not as part of healthy community debate, but as moral lines 
which separate loyalty from betrayal, creating a battlefield of intensifying tribal conflict. The result 
is a zero-sum dynamic, which threatens civil discourse, delegitimizes compromise, and undermines 
our sense of Jewish community and peoplehood. Is there an alternative to this partisan dynamic, 
when the issues at stake touch our sense of identity and our moral convictions so deeply?
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Yossi Klein Halevi
Senior Research Fellow
Shalom Hartman Institute

January 13, 2020

Elana Stein Hain
Scholar in Residence and Director of Faculty
Shalom Hartman Institute of North America

The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and the Shalom Hartman Institute welcome the participation of interfaith couples 
and families, and people of all abilities, backgrounds, gender identities and sexual orientations. Building an inclusive community is 
our priority. If you or your family require special accommodations to attend this event, please contact Danna Koren at least seven 
business days in advance at danna.koren@shalomdc.org or 301-348-7354 so every effort can be made to accommodate your needs.

A Jewish Communal Conversation

Save the date for two more programs in our series!


