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COVID-19 AND MINISTRIES IN KUMAMOTO 

In the last newsletter, it was reported, in Febru-
ary, that there were 5 Covid-19 cases in Kuma-
moto. The number of new cases increased to 9 
in March and to 34 in April. Now all Sunday ser-
vices at three congregations Hitoshi and Satoko 
are serving are either streaming (Kumamoto 
International Service on Facebook) or worship-
ing at home (Kuwamizu and Matsubase) which 
means Pastors Sugimoto and Adachi are mail-
ing or emailing some liturgical materials includ-
ing sermon manuscripts by Thursday, so con-
gregants can worship at home. Even during the 
world pandemic, their mission never ends. Two 
unique baptisms on Easter Sunday and four fu-
nerals occurred within two weeks after Easter. 
Two baptisms and two physical deaths are re-
ported below.   
Water in a Glass at ICU: Mitsuo Hayakawa, 84 
years old, the husband of Ikue Hayakawa. Ikue 
was baptized many years ago and is a member 
of Kuwamizu Lutheran Church. Hitoshi has 
served at Kuwamizu since 2018, and she never 
missed Sunday worship before the pandemic. 
Although Mitsuo accepted that she went to 
church every Sunday, he never attended. Dur-
ing Holy Week, Mitsuo felt severe chest pain 
and was transported to a cardiovascular hospi-
tal’s ICU on Holy Thursday. An aortic aneurysm 
almost raptured. On Good Friday, he lost con-
sciousness.  However, on Holy Saturday, he 
became alert and Ikue and their son, Kenich, 
were allowed to come into ICU and comfortably 
talked to each other, which is amazing. Ikue 
and Mitsuo agreed Mitsuo should be baptized 
and Ikue called Kuwamizu church. Both Pastors 
Sugimoto and Adachi were at the church, but 
they could not visit the ICU, due to COVID-19, 

they were very cautious. Pastor 
Sugimoto told Ikue to baptize 
him in the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
using a glass of water in the ICU. 
On Easter Sunday morning, 
Mitsuo became unconscious 

again, this time Ikue and their daughter, 
Tamaki, were allowed to come in, and Mitsuo 
was baptized. Mitsuo was baptized exactly as 
the pastor instructed. At the moment, Mitsuo 
experienced the big death (i.e. death of his old 
life) in the baptism and received the resurrected 
life which is eternal life with Christ, Jesus. Then 
the doctor declared the small death, the end of 
Mitsuo’s earthly life. Monday evening and on 
Tuesday, the vigil service and funeral service 
were conducted by Pastors Sugimoto and 
Adachi with only six attendees, Ikue, Kenich 
and his spouse, Tamaki, her spouse, and one 
granddaughter. There would be many relatives 
if it wasn’t during a pandemic. Hitoshi hopes 
and believes that Mitsuo’s baptism story will be 
shared with many relatives and friends.   
Another Baptism on Easter: Ms. Chifumi Tsu-
ru regularly attended International Service and 
also Bible study before Hitoshi and Satoko 
came to Kumamoto. She used to live in Austral-
ia and the US before, she prefers to attend Eng-
lish service. However, due to her chronic ill-
ness, she was hospitalized early last year and 
could not attend church. The International Com-
munity prayed for her, and she was discharged 
and came back. Last fall, with great support 
from Spencer Jordan, one of the Missionary 
English teachers from ELCA at Luther Gakuin 
Junior High and High School, she started an in-
depth Small Catechism class beginning last fall. 
The community prayed and waited for the time 
for her to be baptized. Even though it was dur-
ing the pandemic, God made her baptism possi-
ble in front of a few ELCA missionaries at the 
sanctuary and con-
gregants through Fa-
cebook Live. Alt-
hough she’s still un-
der her doctor’s 
care, she started a 
new life in Christ. 
Your thoughts and 
prayers for Chifumi 
are appreciated.  



Sonam’s Death in Japan away from Her Home 
Country-Bhutan: On March 19th Hitoshi re-
ceived a phone call. Making a long story short, 
Hitoshi was asked to pray when Sonam Tamang’s 
life sustaining care was ended and to preside (in 
English) at the funeral for her, a Christian believer 
and her family from Bhutan, a landlocked country 
in South Asia located in the 
eastern Himalayas. She was 
25 years old student learning 
Japanese in Koga city, Fuku-
oka prefecture, 80 miles north 
of Kumamoto city. While she 
was studying, she needed to 
get part time jobs for her to 
pay back her school loan. Her 
studies and workload were so 
demanding, she got sick with 
tuberculosis, and was connected to a ventilator 
over a year ago. She lost consciousness and was 
diagnosed with brain death.  Although her mother 
and brother were planning to come to Fukuoka 
from Bhutan, the COVID-19 situation was getting 
worse, especially in Fukuoka. Therefore, the fami-
ly abandoned their travel plans. Tuesday during 
Holy Week, the date for the end of life sustaining 
care was set on Monday, April 13th, a day after 
Easter. Even for Hitoshi it might not be a good 
idea to come to Fukuoka from Kumamoto, but 
God is working with this community. Hitoshi asked 
Pastor Wada at Hakozaki Lutheran Church in Fu-
kuoka. Pastor Wada also communicated with a 
Baptist church pastor who is closest to the hospi-
tal where Sonam was located. Then the Baptist 
pastor accepted to pray and Pastor Wada accept-
ed to preside over the funeral. However, both 
pastors did not have  experience in English, 
therefore Hitoshi was expected to prepare the 
prayer and liturgy for the funeral. Even though her 
family won’t be there, Sonam's Bhutan friends at-
tended. Therefore, praying and presiding in Eng-
lish (and Japanese) were expected.  Hitoshi com-
municated with a person who knew Sonam and 
prepared both prayers and liturgy including a brief 
message at the end of life sustaining care and at 
the funeral during Holy Week. During this pro-
cess, Hitoshi learned about some difficult situa-
tions. Since 2017, several hundred young people 
have come to Japan from Bhutan to study (and to 

work) which seems wonderful, but there are many 
sad stories. At least one student committed sui-
cide, 6-7 people got tuberculosis like Sonam did. 
Hitoshi and Satoko are praying for young people 
from overseas living in Japan during this strange, 
difficult time.  
 
CHILDREN LEARNING ABOUT AND HELPING 
MOMO  
Since the beginning of March, all schools are 
closed, and children are unable to stay at their 
homes 24/7. In March, when Hitoshi or Satoko 
took their dog (Momo) for her daily walk, they 
made many elementary school friends. For the 
last several weeks, at four o’clock every day, 3-5 
children (from 2nd grade to 6th graders) come to 
their door and they take turns volunteering to feed 
and to go for the dog walk including taking care of 
dog poop. Some were afraid of 
Momo at first, but she is a small 
chihuahua, less than 5 pounds, 
and now all are accustomed to 
her. After the dog walk, for 
about an hour, they enjoy draw-
ing, singing songs, and learning 
English outside of the house.   
 
THANK YOU FROM KUMAMOTO  
Hitoshi and Satoko truly appreciate your prayers, 
thoughts, and support. In the time of world pan-
demic, they are physically and spiritually well. 
They are also praying for brothers and sisters in 
Christ no matter their situations. For your infor-
mation, Satoko’s reentry permit (she is a green 
card holder) expires in May and she left Kumamo-
to on Monday, April 27th and will temporarily stay 
in the US. Currently she is self-quarantined at 
their home where their daughter and two room-
mates live in California. She will renew her travel 
document (reentry permit) and hopefully return to 
Kumamoto in August. From Kumamoto Hitoshi 
prays for all those who are physically separated 
but united in resurrected Jesus Christ, remember-
ing fragments gathered together like the two disci-
ples heading towards Emmaus and Thomas who 
was not with other disciples on Easter. Even if 
we’re physically separated or alone, Christ’s en-
during love and mercy is with us. Amen! 
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ELCA Global Mission Support & Contact Information  

You can give through your synod office or mail your check to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Gift Pro-

cessing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Make checks payable to “ELCA Missionaries” with 

“(Hitoshi and Satoko) Adachi GCS2051” in the memo line.  

By credit or debit card, see https://community.elca.org/Japan or call 800-638-3522 and specify “(Hitoshi and Sato-

ko) Adachi GCS2051”. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication 

and support: Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or globalchurch@elca.org. 


