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THANK YOU and VARIOUS SITUATIONS   
   Heavy rainfall was recorded in July all over 
Japan, and especially in Kumamoto it caused 
major floods and mudslides mainly in the south-
ern part of the prefecture. Hitoshi and Satoko 
thank the many people who prayed from the 
United States as well as people who sent sup-
port for disaster victims.  
  Fortunately, there was no damage to Hitoshi 
and Satoko’s residence in the eastern part of 
Kumamoto City. Also, thankfully the Lutheran 
Churches in the Kyushu District were protect-
ed.  
  However, together 
with COVID-19, the 
heavy rain effected 
various missionary 
activities. Hitoshi has 
been visiting and 
supporting various 
places with other vol-
unteers.  
  As reported in the May and July newsletters, 
Satoko returned to California at the end of April 
for renewal of her re-entry permit, and finally the 
process was completed. She returned to Tokyo 
on August 22nd. Even though her Coronavirus 
test result was negative, she is still in Tokyo 
now for the required 14-day quarantine and will 
return to Kumamoto on September 6th. 
 
CHARITY BAZAAR and FLOOD in HITOYO-
SHI, KUMAMOTO  
   Every year from the first Saturday of July to 
Monday, the Kuwamizu Lutheran Church holds 
a three-day charity bazaar. However, due to 
COVID-19 canceling the bazaar was consid-
ered. After prayers and discussions, the church 
council decided to hold the bazaar with the ut-
most care to minimize the spread of corona-
virus, such as temperature taking, surface disin-
fection, social distancing, wearing masks, and 
proper ventilation. The church gathered sum-
mer clothes and other items in June, and they 
were ready for it on Friday, July 3rd. 

  Then, on the morning of July 4th, things start-
ed becoming difficult along the Kuma River in 
southern Kumamoto, such as in the cities and 
towns of Hitoyoshi, Kuma, Ashikita, and Yatsu-
shiro, due to heavy rainfall. They worried that 
heavy rain would start in Kumamoto city where 
the church is located, but when they started to 
pray before 10 o'clock, the opening time, sun-
shine was seen above Kuwamizu. So, almost 
the same number of people as the previous 
year came, and the first day was successful. 
   On Sunday the 5th, because Mr. Fukushima, 
a member of the Kuwamizu Church council, is 
involved in the operation of facilities for people 
with disabilities in Kumamo-
to City and in Hitoyoshi City, 
he headed to Hitoyoshi be-
cause he was worried about 
Hitoyoshi's flood damage. 
The facility was used as an 
evacuation center. Those 
who came there only with the clothes they wore 
arrived before dawn on Saturday, and while 
they were at the center, many of their houses 
were flooded. He shared this information with 
the women's group chief at 
Kuwamizu bazaar Sunday 
evening. On Monday alt-
hough the bazaar was 
scheduled until 2 p.m., even 
before they finished, they 
began collecting clothes and 
towels that they sent to the 
victims in Hitoyoshi and 
packed them into several 
boxes.  
   It was completely unpredictable that items 
prepared for the bazaar during Coronavirus was 
sent to Hitoyoshi for this kind of reason. The ba-
zaar ended with many prayers for the victims 
and for the items packed to be useful to them.  
     “We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 



PASSING of REV. SEIKO KADOWAKI 
   Rev. Seiko Kadowaki, a pastor of Kuwamizu 
Lutheran Church from 1970 to 1977, was called 
to her heavenly home in 
May this year. Due to Co-
rona, they couldn't do her 
memorial service at Ku-
wamizu Church, but the 
service was held on July 
12th when the Corona 
restrictions slightly re-
laxed in Kumamoto. She 
was ordained in May 1970. This ordination was 
the first women’s ordination in Japan.  
   Rev. Elizabeth Platz of ELCA (Lutheran 
Church in America at that time though) was the 
first ordained woman in the United States. 
Since her ordination was in November 1970, 
Hitoshi was a bit surprised because JELC’s de-
cision for women’s ordination was made even 
before the ELCA’s decision.  
 
PRAYER in the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST       
Hitoshi’s Reflection  
  The disasters due to heavy rain occurred on 
Saturday, July 4th, and two days later, on Mon-
day, with prayers and discernment, support ac-
tivities that could be accomplished at the Kyu-
shu District level began. Relief supplies from all 
over the country have been sent to the Ku-
wamizu Lutheran Church, 
and it became the core of 
its activities for receiving, 
sorting, and delivering relief 
supplies. As one of Ku-
wamizu’s pastors, Hitoshi 
would like to thank all the 
members of the church and 
neighboring churches, the 
parents of the Kuwamizu 
Kindergarten, and the 
many people who support-
ed and prayed from all over the world. 
   As it was written in the July newsletter, ac-
cording to the plan earlier this year, Hitoshi was 
supposed to leave Japan on July 4th and would 
have been in the US during July and August. 
But Hitoshi felt strongly that he should remain in 
Kumamoto. In July, on the 1st floor of the Ku-
wamizu fellowship hall, together with other vol-
unteers, Hitoshi wrote numerous thank-you 
notes to the people who sent relief supplies/
funding, went to Minamata Lutheran Church, 
which is the closest church to the areas affected 
by disasters. For two days he brought relief 

supplies to the victims and visited a Council of 
Social Welfare volunteer center that was pre-
paring to open.   
   In the meantime, Hitoshi realized that there 
was a definite shortage of volunteers in the dis-
aster areas due to COVID-19, since they only 
accepted volunteers within the prefecture in or-
der to minimize the spread of the coronavirus. 
Therefore, Hitoshi himself would like to partici-
pate in volunteer activities in the disaster area 
from the end of July and during August. Howev-
er, on July 28th, while moving a relatively heavy 
flower pot at the front door of Hitoshi’s house, 
for some reason a part of the pot had broken 
and the majority of the heavy pot fell on his big 
toe. As feared, the bone of his big toe was bro-
ken into three parts like the Mercedes Benz 
logo mark due to it’s weight when it was 
dropped. 
   Fortunately, there are almost no problems 
presiding over the worship service, daily life in 
the house, and driving, but it is difficult to walk 
at a normal speed even without carrying any-
thing for a short distance. Therefore, Hitoshi 
can't do volunteer work to carry things and he 
felt useless as a volunteer. 
Even in that situation, dur-
ing August Hitoshi planned 
to be present at the affect-
ed areas for five days, and 
for three days he only 
prayed in the name of Je-
sus Christ, the Savior and 
the Lord, and for two days 
he participated in volunteer 
work consisting of wiping 
off mud in the aftermath of 
a heavily flooded house 
and driving a small truck 
carrying many kinds of dis-
aster waste.   
  Although Hitoshi is recu-
perating, it is an opportunity for him to realize 
the strength of prayer in the name of the Lord. "I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son.” (John 
14:13) This is a powerful promise. Hitoshi and 
Satoko are grateful and give thanks to the Lord 
for many of you joining in prayers together for 
the volunteers' work and for the continued com-
fort, healing, and encouragement to those af-
fected by natural disasters and severe weather 
around the world in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the Savior and the Lord. Amen.  
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