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THANK YOU FROM KUMAMOTO  
in THE CONTINUED STRANGE  
CLIMATE  

From September to the first half of Oc-
tober, hot days with temperatures as 
high as 95 degrees Fahrenheit continued 
every day. It is reported that there hasn’t 
been such a hot October in recent 
memory. Then suddenly in the latter half 
of October, the daily highest temperature 
is about 70 degrees Fahrenheit.  

Regarding COVID, in late August, 
there were more than 20,000 cases a 
day all over Japan, and more than 300 
cases a day in Kumamoto, which are the 
worst case numbers since COVID start-
ed. There were several infected people 
at Jiaien and Kyushu Gakuin where Hi-
toshi serves, and staff were forced to 
deal with special measures in early Sep-
tember. However, although they don't 
know what the true reason is, during the 
Paralympic Games in Tokyo, the number 
of cases began to decrease dramatically, 
and the current number of new cases is 
about 250 a day all over Japan, and in 
Kumamoto, they often record zero cases 
a day.  

Anyway, Hitoshi and Satoko’s remain 
healthy and none of their friends in the 
Lutheran Churches in Kumamoto and no 
children visiting their house are ill due to 
COVID. Thank you for your prayers, 
thoughts, and support. Hitoshi and Sato-
ko continue praying for ELCA congrega-
tions and their overall health.  

 
MARATHON toward BAPTISMS  

During September and October, major 
Jiaien-wide Sports Event and other Kin-
dergarten/Nursing School Sports Events 

were planned this year, but, again, due 
to COVID concerns, the major ones are 
all cancelled. So, in this issue, Hitoshi 
would like to write about what he is doing 
routinely:  

Hitoshi to-
gether with 
his co-
worker, Pas-
tor Sumimo-
to have 
been leading 
numerous 
devotions/Bible studies. Wednesday 
morning, they call it “Marathon”, but it is 
a series of devotions in five different fa-
cilities in the Jiaien Social Services Cen-
ter. In the middle and toward the end of 
each month, they also lead seven 
monthly devotions/Bible studies (two for 
elderly care facility staff, two for baby 
and children’s homes, and three for 
kinder/nursery schools staff.) In addition, 
Hitoshi leads English Bible study every 
other week for international worship at-
tendees and weekly devotion with one 
member attending International Worship.
(Picture above is the Bible study for Ku-
wamizu Kindergarten. Picture below is 
taken after the weekly devotion with Jor-
dan, International Worship Attendee.)  
 Many of the attendees for the devo-

tions/Bible studies are currently unbap-
tized, therefore Pastors Sugimoto and 
Hitoshi are truly enjoying leading them in 
the Holy Spirit. 
Among them, there 
are two candidates 
who wish to be bap-
tized this coming 
Christmas.  



“THANK YOU ” & “SEE YOU”   
Hitoshi’s Reflection 

 The first Sunday of No-
vember is All Saints Day. 
It's time to remember the 
people who have gone to 
heaven before us in 
many churches around 
the world, including the 

Kuwamizu, Matsubase, and Kumamoto 
Lutheran Churches where Hitoshi and 
Satoko serve. However, especially this 
year, since Hitoshi’s father 
died in March, for the last 
7 months, he has been 
thinking about his father 
quite often even before 
this year’s All Saints Day.  

Among the various 
memories, he would like to 
share is the last time he 
visited his father, 10 days 
before he went to heaven. 
The facility where his par-
ents live in Yokohama, 
was locked down due to 
COVID restrictions, but the facility’s gen-
eral manager sensed that Hitoshi’s dad 
might pass within 1-2 weeks said, "If you 
can come, please come and see him." 
Although the visit was limited to 30-
minutes, Hitoshi truly believes that it was 
memorable and good.  

His dad could hardly talk, but Hitoshi 
could thank him for being his dad and 
raised him well with his mom. Further-
more, a prayer of deep gratitude to the 
heavenly Father for giving them the rela-
tionship as father and son. And while 
shaking hands, he was able to say "See 
you again" to his dad. Meaning a reunion 

in heaven, but Hitoshi was convinced 
that they would meet each other again, 
and his dad held his hand as tightly as 
he could, and their bittersweet farewell 
was very meaningful for Hitoshi.  

Whatever your faith or even those who 
say they’re non-religious or atheist, Hi-
toshi believes it’s important to say, "thank 
you" and "see you” before loved ones 
depart this world. He thinks these words 
convey your gratitude to them before the 
end, whatever their life’s journey and you 

hope to see them during their 
new life in heaven.  

  Most people cannot see 
someone before his/her death 
due to COVID restrictions, but 
Hitoshi thinks it is necessary 
to have at least the opportuni-
ty to say, "Thank you” and 
“See you" at any medical facil-
ity or senior care home.  

   By the way, at the Jiaien 

Powlas Home (Picture below, 

Special Elderly Nursing Home) 
where Hitoshi serves as chaplain, near-
ing a person’s end-of-life, a special op-
portunity for the family to meet with el-
derly family members was established 
and if the family wishes, pastors can be 
with them during this emotional time. The 
Powlas Home provides a great amount 
of emotional 
care to clients 
and their fami-
lies, in addition 
to necessary 
physical care. 
Amen. 
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ELCA Global Mission Support & Contact Information  

You can give through your synod office or mail your check to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Gift Pro-

cessing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Make checks payable to “ELCA Missionaries” with 

“(Hitoshi and Satoko) Adachi GCS2051” in the memo line.  

By credit or debit card, see https://community.elca.org/Japan or call 800-638-3522 and specify “(Hitoshi and Sato-

ko) Adachi GCS2051”. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication 

and support: Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or globalchurch@elca.org. 


