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THANK YOU FROM SUNNY KUMAMOTO 
  For July 1st Newsletter, Hitoshi and Satoko 
wrote the newsletter during monsoon season, 
and for the previous September 1st, they wrote 
it during Kumamoto’s unusually long rainy peri-
od, but this time they send this newsletter under 
a splendid autumn sky. They are so thankful for 
God and for congregations and individuals’ sup-
port, prayers, and thoughts from the U.S. At the 
same time, they have mixed emotions as they 
remember and pray for victims in east Japan hit 
by the typhoons back to back in September and 
October. Nearly 100 people passed away and 
many people are still living in evacuation facili-
ties, mostly due to losing their homes caused by 
severe flooding in eastern Japan. They also 
heard the news from California where evacua-
tion orders were given to 180,000 people, and 
Hitoshi & Satoko pray for God’s peace and pro-
tection.   
 
FOR THE OPENING OF POWLAS MEMORI-
AL HOUSE  
  Even before Hitoshi and Satoko arrived in Ku-
mamoto, Jiaien started preparing for their 100th  
anniversary projects. One of them was to pub-
licly open the former Missionaries' House, 
where Ms. Maud Olena Powlas (1889–1980) 
lived, as their Memorial House. Hitoshi was giv-
en the privilege to translate the captions of 
many photos and historical documents that will 
be displayed in the Memorial House. There are 
many interesting facts, some of them are includ-
ed below:  

At 5:00 p.m. on 
December 24th 
1927, the con-
struction of the 
missionaries’ 
house was com-
pleted.  Ms. 
Maud Powlas 
no longer need-
ed to live with 
the children, the 

sick, or women rescued from human trafficking. 
Immediately after, Maud gathered infants and 
started the Nursery School. 
  Although missional activities were thriving, she 
said “We can’t do anything without the church 
sanctuary. Why don’t we give even one roof tile 
or one pillar” while showing a blueprint of the 
sanctuary. In 1949 they started building the 
sanctuary. After construction began, she sought 
new mission fields, like Kengun, Arao, and Bep-
pu Churches.  Ms. Powlas' mission policy was 
building a social work facility and a church in 
parallel. Her eagerness to evangelize led her to 
suggest this strategy. 

  Regarding the 
missionaries’ 
house architecture, 
the designer can-
not be identified 
because there is 
no description on 
the blueprint, but 
details of the furni-
ture as well as the 
design of the gam-

brel roof are very similar to Vories’ architecture. 
Mr. William Merrell Vories (1880-1964) was a 
missionary and an architect who came to Japan 
at the age of 24 and became a naturalized Jap-
anese citizen during World War II. He designed 
many church sanctuaries and other modern 
buildings. Both the Brown Chapel at Kyushu 
Gakuin and the main building at Kyushu 
Jogakuin (Women’s School), where Ms. Powlas 
was a board mem-
ber, were designed 
by W. M. Vories & 
Company Architects. 
Therefore, there may 
have been some 
contact between Ms. 
Powlas and Mr. V.M. 
Vories or V.M. Vories 
& Company Archi-
tects.   



PREACHING AT OHMUTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AND LEARNING FROM THEIR VOLUNTEERS 
  In Kyushu, there are many local churches where 
pastors in neighboring cities (or prefectures) take 
turns preaching.  Ohmuta Lutheran Church in Fuku-
oka prefecture is one of them. Hitoshi had an oppor-
tunity to preach there on Saturday, September 7th. 
This church started in 1902 and is the 5th oldest 
among Japan Evangelical Lutheran Churches. The 
current sanctuary designed by W. M. Vories & Com-
pany Architects, that can easily hold over 100 peo-
ple, was dedicated in 1950 when their population 
was reaching the highest point to date, almost 
220,000, and the ratio of senior citizens (over 65 
years old) was less than 5 
percent. However, the major 
industry of the city was coal, 
therefore two years after the 
sanctuary was built, the 
population decreased every 
year and it is now about 
110,000 and the senior citi-
zen ratio is now over 35 per-
cent. And the current num-
ber of worshippers is only a 
few people.  
  Even with that small number, there are two leaders 
of the congregation and one of them is a blind per-
son and both are now over 75 years old. They are 
forming a group of 20 people ecumenically in the 
city and each of them is eagerly volunteering to 
meet with and listen to senior citizens who live alone 
or in senior homes. Although they initially did not 
know anything about the Stephen Ministry, one of 
the leaders researched psychology and other relat-
ed subjects and taught the group some active listen-
ing skills. The group meets periodically learning 
from and encouraging each other. Hitoshi felt that 
they were doing Stephen Ministry-like work and be-
came emotional knowing they were doing vital work 
in their community and prayed for God’s continued 
blessings for the group and their inspiring work.  
 
REV. MARDA RUTH AND MR. LYLE ROBERTS’ 
VISIT TO KUMAMOTO  
  One of Hitoshi’s former colleagues back in Pacifica 
Synod, now a retired pastor Marda Ruth Roberts 
and her spouse, Lyle, visited Kumamoto on October 
13th and 14th. Marda Ruth and Hitoshi worked to-
gether when both of them served for a Synodical 
Ministry encouraging Latino missions in the synod. 

Lyle was an executive 
synod council member for 
Pacifica Synod when Hi-
toshi was assigned as As-
sistant to the Bishop 10 
years ago.  They attended 
Sunday evening Interna-
tional Service at Kumamo-
to Lutheran Church where 
Hitoshi preached. And on 
Monday, Hitoshi took 
them to Kyushu Gakuin, 
Jiaien, and Kuwamizu Lu-
theran Church, where he 
serves, and to Aso Volca-
no and Kumamoto Castle as well. Due to the exten-
sive earthquake damage in April 2016, people could 
not visit the castle site for over three years during 
the (sometimes dangerous) reconstruction process, 
but luckily during the first two weeks in October, 
they allowed people to visit the castle site again. 
What perfect timing!  
 
PULPIT EXCHANGE AT SOUTH KUMAMOTO 
CONFERENCE 
  As part of the pulpit exchange, Hitoshi preached at 
Kosa Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 12th. 
Rev. Andrew Ellis, who came to Kumamoto in 
1950s, and served here for the rest of his life and 
passed away here in 2013. He did many missional 
projects and one of them was planting this congre-
gation and was a pastor for them until his passing. 
Currently this congregation is a part of a two point 
parish with Kengun Lutheran Church, where about 
10 times more people are worshipping. Members of 
Kosa printed a booklet several months ago that in-
cludes testimonies of nine Kosa members. Before 
Hitoshi preached, he read all nine testimonies. Six 
of them attended the service. Even though it was 
Hitoshi’s first time preaching at Kosa LC, he knew 
every worshipper before he gave his sermon. This 
experience was a unique situation in Hitoshi’s jour-
ney as a pastor; 
he is truly grate-
ful for the oppor-
tunity. May God 
continue to bless 
missional work 
in Japan, the 
US, and around 
the world! Amen. 
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ELCA Global Mission Support & Contact Information  

You can give through your synod office or mail your check to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Gift Pro-

cessing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Make checks payable to “ELCA Missionaries” with 

“(Hitoshi and Satoko) Adachi GCS2051” in the memo line.  

By credit or debit card, see https://community.elca.org/Japan or call 800-638-3522 and specify “(Hitoshi and Sato-

ko) Adachi GCS2051”. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication 

and support: Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or globalchurch@elca.org. 




