
 

 

19-05 

 

Inclusive and Expansive Language for Humankind and God             

 

WHEREAS the proposed Social Statement, “Faith, Gender, and Justice:  A Lutheran Call to 

Action”, commits the ELCA to “use inclusive language (all genders) for humankind and 

inclusive and expansive language (other than human for God” (paragraph 27); and 

  

WHEREAS some members and congregations in the Pacifica Synod have deep commitments to 

preserving traditional language for/to God while others have concerns that using primarily 

masculine names and images for God does not reflect the historic theological tradition that “God 

is beyond human gender” and also have many stories of people being harmed and leaving the 

church over lack of inclusive language for humankind and God; and 

  

WHEREAS Lutheran liturgical scholar Dr. Gail Ramshaw in her 1995 book “God Beyond 

Gender” (Augsburg Fortress) ended with the understanding that this reform of liturgical language 

will be a hundred-year project (p. 135) “but only if the church is zealously engaged in the endless 

and exacting tasks of reform today”; therefore be it 

  

RESOLVED that we in the Pacifica Synod commit to discussion, dialogue, and debate that is 

probing and respectful; and be it further 

  

RESOLVED that this Assembly ask the Bishop and Deans to convene days of conversation 

around the Pacifica Synod to explore the issues of inclusive language for humankind and 

inclusive and expansive language for God; and be it further 

  

RESOLVED that the Synod Worship Team take this resolution into consideration as they plan 

for worship at Synod Assembly and other synodical events where they lead worship; and be it 

finally 

  

RESOLVED that this Pacifica Synod Assembly asks the Bishop to report on these conversations 

at the 2020 Assembly. 
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19-06 

 

Support of Proposed Social Statement 

“Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action” 

 

WHEREAS girls and women continue to experience exclusion and disparagement in their daily 

lives because of their sex/gender; and 

  

WHEREAS many people fail to distinguish between ancient cultural practices and universal, 

transcultural truths when interpreting Scripture; and 

  

WHEREAS the proposed Social Statement on Faith, Sexism, and Justice addresses the issue of 

understanding ancient cultures in biblical interpretation with urgency and clarity; and 

  

WHEREAS the Bishop and staff still meet with Call Committees and Councils who voice 

concerns over calling women to rostered positions; and 

  

WHEREAS the process of developing a Social Statement is broadly participatory so that this 

proposed statement reflects the experience of members across the ELCA as expressed to the 

Task Force; therefore be it 

  

RESOLVED that the Pacifica Synod in Assembly be on record in favor of the adoption of the 

proposed social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice:  A Lutheran Call to Action”; and be it 

further 

  

RESOLVED that the congregations of the Pacifica Synod study the Social Statement on Faith, 

Sexism, and Justice whether or not it is adopted at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. 
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