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T E X A S  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  C O U N T Y  E L E C T I O N  O F F I C I A L S  

THE SUSPENSE LIST IS AN ADDRESS QUESTION, NOT AN ELIGIBILITY QUESTION 

If a county has reason to believe a voter no longer lives at the address on file — most often because the voter’s 
registration certificate, a jury summons, or other county mail came back from the Postal Service as undeliverable 
— the registrar must send a written confirmation notice, and the voter is placed on the suspense list. Suspense 
means the county needs to confirm an address. It does not mean the registration was suspended, cancelled, or 
removed. 

● A voter on suspense who has not moved, or who has moved within the same county, may vote after 
completing a Statement of Residence at the polling place or with a mail ballot. Voters in counties that do 
not use countywide polling places may be directed to their assigned precinct to do so. 

● A voter who has moved to a different county and did not re-register in time may be eligible to vote a 
limited ballot — available only during early voting, at the county’s main early voting site. 

● The cleanest fix is to update the record: submit a voter registration application with the current address, 
or update online with a Texas driver license or state ID, before the October 5, 2026 registration deadline. 

● A registration is not cancelled for non-response alone until the voter has remained on suspense through 
two consecutive federal general elections without responding or voting. 

 

THE SUSPENSE LIST IN 2026 IS CONSISTENT WITH RECENT ELECTION CYCLES  

Texans move fairly frequently, both within their own county and across the state. As such, it is not abnormal to 
have a high number of voters whose addresses have not been verified as current within the past two years. The 
number of suspense voters currently being reported is consistent with and often lower than what Texas has seen 
in past general election cycles: 

• In November 2024, Texas had 2 million voters in "suspense" status out of 18.6 million registered voters. 

• In November 2022, Texas had 1.8 million voters in "suspense" status out of 17.6 million registered voters. 

• In November 2020, Texas had 1.6 million voters in "suspense" status out of 16.9 million registered voters. 
 

SUSPENSE LIST FAQs 

Q: Can I still vote if my registration is on “suspense”? 

A: Yes! 

 

Q: What do I need to do to get off the suspense list? 

A: If you cast a ballot while your registration is on “suspense” status will need to complete a Statement of 
Residence – either at the polling place or when casting a ballot by mail – confirming your current address. You can 
also update your registration information online or submit a new voter registration application to your county 
voter registrar before the October 5 voter registration deadline. 

 

Q: How did I get on the suspense list? 

A: The most common reason is that your voter registration certificate was returned as undeliverable when sent to 
your address on file. Official mail sent by governmental entities that is returned as undeliverable can trigger your 
registration being put in “suspense” status. 

 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/vrfig.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/vrfig.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/nov2024.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/nov2022.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/nov2020.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-6f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-6f.pdf
https://vrrequest.sos.texas.gov/VoterApplication/ConfirmStatusEN
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml

