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The CIP/ICU Planning Student Trust Fund (CIP-PSTF) is the
Canadian planning profession’s national charity, providing
a scholarship and bursary program to students in
accredited planning programs in Canada.
The Canadian Institute of Planners (CIP) created the CIPPSTF in 1989 to contribute to the advancement of
community planning by providing an annual scholarship
program. Since then, 125 scholarships have been awarded,
totalling almost $385,000 in financial support to worthy
students.
In 2020, CIP-PSTF awarded five scholarships and two
bursaries, totalling almost $30,000 in financial assistance.

CIP PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARSHIP ($6,000)

Chris Ray, Simon Fraser University
“Assessing Energy Values and Management Options for Metlakatla Village”

Chris is a master’s student in the Resource and
Environmental Planning Program at Simon Fraser University.
His research centers on community energy and emissions
planning, Indigenous community planning, and climate
change mitigation. Prior to graduate studies at SFU, Chris
spent six years with an environmental consulting firm in the
Okanagan and two years as a Conservation and Demand
Management Analyst with an energy utility in Ontario. He
holds a Bachelor’s of Environmental Studies (major in
Environment and Business) from the University of Waterloo.

DILLON CONSULTING LIMITED SCHOLARSHIP ($5,000)

Isha Matous-Gibbs, Vancouver Island University
“Deathscapes in Planning: how planners can create grief friendly spaces in today's
world”

Both my professional and personal life experiences have
inspired me to work towards building better communities
which focus on equity and well-being. For most of my
professional career, I was working in homeless outreach
services, working to improve health and well-being
amongst vulnerable and marginalized peoples. Coming
from the front lines, I have seen how important Planning is
to ensure that communities are developed to be resilient
and equitable places.
I believe that Planning has the power to build a better
world. I bring a trauma-informed lens to this work, with a
grounding in the Social Determinants of Health. This shows
up in all my work as an interest in wicked problems and
multi-disciplinary approaches to solutions.
Prior to beginning my Masters of Community Planning with
Vancouver Island University, I completed a Diploma in
Community, Family and Child Studies, an Associates Degree
in Arts and Sciences, and a Bachelor of Arts in Health and
Community Services.

WAYNE DANIEL SMITH SCHOLARSHIP ($4,000)

Emily Sousa, University of Guelph
“Planning for Agroecological Stewardship: Uncovering Opportunities for Sustainable
Land Use and Biodiversity Conservation in Ontario's Dairy Industry”

Emily is a University of Guelph student in the Rural Planning
and Development master’s program. She is a resident of
rural Ontario, Highly Qualified Personnel Scholar with the
Ontario Agri-food Innovation Alliance, and recipient of
OPPI's 2020 Gerald Carrothers Graduate Scholarship. Her
thesis research explores Ontario's dairy farmers' motivations
for integrating biodiversity conservation into the
management of their private farmlands. As such, Emily is
dedicated to learning how conservation and agriculture can
work together to create a more equitable, resilient, and
sustainable community food system. Upon completing her
masters, she aspires to work as an environmental planner
applying innovative approaches to resource management or
as a professor inspiring students to explore planning
practice as a means for achieving transformative change in
resource-based communities. In her spare time, Emily
enjoys dabbling in the art of subversive embroidery. You can
connect with Emily on Twitter (@SousaThePlanner) or at
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sousa-emily/.

COLLEGE OF FELLOWS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP ($4,000)

Brianna Maxwell, Dalhousie University
“Exploring Homelessness, Vulnerability & Climate Change”

Brianna recently completed the fifth and final year of her
undergraduate planning degree at Dalhousie. While in school,
Brianna excelled in her academic studies while also serving
Dalhousie and the planning profession through her work and
volunteer activities. Brianna has been a mentor, peer teacher,
researcher, assistant, and student leader within the Dalhousie
community. In the broader community-at-large, she has been
involved with Ecology Action Centre’s Built Environment
Committee, the Main Streeting Small Nova Scotia
Communities project, and the Town of Bridgewater’s Energy
Poverty Reduction Project. Her novel thesis work on “Exploring
Homelessness, Vulnerability and Climate Change in Halifax
Regional Municipality (HRM)” exposed the vulnerabilities of an
underserved population and proposed a variety of actions for
HRM and local nonprofits. Brianna continues to explore the
intersection between social justice and environmental
responsibility in the public realm through writing academic
articles related to her thesis and her work on participatory
governance and Marine Spatial Planning.

THOMAS ADAMS SCHOLARSHIP ($3,000)

Emma Squires, Simon Fraser University
“Pathways to rural climate resilience: investigating the role of community philanthropy
in climate transitions”

Emma is a Graduate student in the Resource and
Environment Management Program at Simon Fraser
University. She is Co-President of SFU’s Planning Student
Association and a Student Representative on the Planning
Institute of BC’s Board. Emma is passionate about
advancing climate solutions at the community level. Her
research is focused on rural climate resilience, specifically
examining the role of community organizations in
mobilizing climate action. Emma is also a Research
Associate with the Adaptation to Climate Change (ACT)
team at SFU, a think tank dedicated to climate change
adaptation and low carbon resilience. Emma also holds a
Bachelor of Commerce degree from Queen’s University.

JOHN BOUSFIELD BURSARY ($3,000)

Margot Thomaidis, Vancouver Island University

With over six years of planning education and experience
recently culminating in a Master of Community Planning
degree from Vancouver Island University, Margot continues to
follow her passion and enthusiasm for community planning,
grounded in a desire to build resilient communities through
conscientious engagement practices and robust research and
policy development. Her master’s thesis research focused on
how planners might help to achieve healthier soundscapes
through local, regional, and provincial planning policies,
implementation, and community engagement processes.
Having completed internships and co-ops in the non-profit,
private, and public planning sectors in Ontario and British
Columbia, Margot completed her position as a Planning Intern
with the Islands Trust on Gabriola Island, and has more
recently joined the housing planning team at the City of
Victoria as a Planning Assistant. She excitedly looks forward to
contributing to the future of the planning profession
throughout her work in communities.

TED FOBERT AND ROBERT TENNANT PLANNING MERIT BURSARY ($3,000)

Nick Vo, University of Toronto

Nick is a first year student in the Masters of Science in
Planning program at the University of Toronto. Being
exposed to the urban issues and chronic stresses in Toronto,
he is seeking to explore how to make cities more livable,
inclusive, and accessible. Nick’s research interests include:
street design, active transportation, mobility, inclusive cities,
public space, engagement, and place-making.

The sustainability of the scholarship program is dependent on individual
donations and corporate sponsorships. Visit the website to find out how you can
support planning students.
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