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[bookmark: _GoBack]As the fall semester ends, we welcome a bright and exciting new spring semester! Here's a glimpse of what Rutgers Food Science students accomplished at the end of 2024 and a preview of what's to come.
The Graduate Student Association (GSA) hosted a memorable Thanksgiving dinner featuring a variety of delicious dishes prepared by students, including handmade turkey, ham, and chicken stew, alongside potluck contributions representing diverse cultural backgrounds. This event fostered community spirit and camaraderie, as highlighted by Department Chair, Dr. Schaffner, during the gathering. In addition, the GSA partnered with CAPS (Counseling, Alcohol and Other Drug Assistance Program & Psychiatric Services) to host a mental health session as part of the Visible DEI Series. This session focused on stress relief strategies ahead of final exams. More events in this series will be held throughout the spring semester.
The GSA also participated in the IFTSA (IFT Student Association) Festive Foodies Boxes exchange, receiving a delightful package from Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral. A gift unwrapping video has been shared on our official Instagram page—be sure to check it out RU_GSA_FOODSCIENCE! Our students remain actively engaged in many IFTSA events, including the Mars and Smart Snacks for Kids Product Development Competitions. Excitingly, Rutgers will also host the North Atlantic Region College Bowl Competition on March 29th. If you’re interested in sponsoring this event, opportunities are available—details are included in the attached flyers.
The Undergraduate Food Science Club concluded the  semester with the annual holiday mixer with faculty and alumni. We celebrated with festive games and food. During this meeting, the IFT MARS and IFT Smart Snacks competition teams also shared their successes and challenges in their development thus far. The Undergraduate Club organized a Women in Food Science Panel in December—this successful meeting allowed students to learn more about the working environments and possible challenges in both industry and academia. The Undergraduate Club also went on two field trips: the Museum of Ice Cream and Turkey Hill. 
Join us for Student Night on February 20th at the IFNH building on Rutgers University, Cook Campus (look for additional information about the event elsewhere in this newsletter). This special evening will feature a mini career fair, student poster presentations, an award ceremony, a panel discussion, and a delicious buffet dinner. If you’d like to connect with local food science students and professionals, please register on the NYIFT website (www.nyift.org) . We look forward to welcoming you!
