NYIFT: Supporting Students and the Future of Food Science

With the NYIFT and CNJIFT 2024-2025 program year off to a strong start, we would like to step back from our usual highlighting of monthly events to let our members know about the Section’s on-going commitment to the next generation of food scientists. The New York Section and Central New Jersey subsection put considerable resources towards both the Rutgers University Food Science Program and Montclair State University’s Foods and Nutrition Program. Part of our commitment to these programs is financial. Expenditures for Suppliers’ Day and Program Events are critical to our ongoing purpose as a professional organization. However, one third of the Section’s annual expenses are in support of students through scholarships and other stipends. This is our investment in the future of IFT as a global organization. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just as important as our financial commitment to scholarship is our ongoing working relationship with students and faculty at both Rutgers and Montclair State. This occurs at an official level with student representation on our executive committee and unofficially as individual participants in university events. Recently, Debbie Levine, Joe Light, and Marc Meyers (all active NYIFT and CNJIFT members) presented talks on the lifetime benefits of IFT membership, Section IFT membership, as well as the ongoing career value of a degree in Food Science for Rutgers undergraduate and graduate students. Viral Shulka (President of the IFT Student Association [IFTSA]) added current perspectives with an overview of the IFTSA. The response from the students was very positive and we are sure that the experience was equally fulfilling for Debbie, Joe, Marc, and Viral as well. 
Here is a summary of our ongoing student support:
	Scholarships: Both undergraduate and graduate level scholarships (in fact during the 2023/2024 program year we awarded the highest level of scholarships ever);
	Poster Session presentation awards (Poster session is held  annually in February in conjunction with Student Night on the campus of Rutgers University);
	Student subsidies to attend NYIFT and CNJIFT Dinner meetings (so that the out of pocket costs for students is minimal);
	Subsidy of up to $100 for 3 students to share an UBER or LYFT ride to attend a NYIFT Dinner meeting if no other means of transportation is available;
	The Section provided a $5,000 grant to the students of Rutgers University to help defray the costs of attending IFT FIRST (students made the allocation amongst themselves as to distribution of the funds).
In addition, NYIFT funds (biannually) the Dr. Elizabeth Fleming Stier Humanitarian IFT Achievement Award in memory of Dr. Stier who was a Professor of Food Science at Rutgers University. The Achievement Award was created in1997  and is “awarded to a member (of IFT) who has pursued humanitarian ideals and unselfish dedication to the well-being of the food industry, academia, students, or the general public”.  Dr. Stier was a stalwart of this Section and encouraged every student to become an IFT member and get involved in IFT.
Students are eligible for additional scholarships through the IFT Feeding Tomorrow Foundation.
Students can join Phi Tau Sigma: The Honorary Society of Food Science and Technology for additional opportunities to receive scholarships.
There are many intangible benefits for students to become members of IFT (at a reduced rate of $50 / year) and a member of the NYIFT/CNJIFT Section (at a reduced rate of $10 / year), including opportunities to become a member of any of IFT’s Divisions.
The NYIFT encourages every student to become a member of IFT, a student member of IFT and attend as many meetings as possible...you don’t know if the person you meet will be the person who opens the door to your career or becomes your next boss.
We encourage anyone working for a company to recommend that their company become a Corporate Sponsor of NYIFT, so that we can continue to support the future generation of food scientists: the students.
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