  
Stated Session Minutes
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Boise, Idaho, 
Reverend Dani Forbess, Moderator and Dr. Steven Tyree, Clerk of Session
	Class of 2025
	Class of 2026
	Class of 2027

	Brian Grant
	David Barnes
	Marlys Erickson

	Penny Sartori
	Carole Hariff
	Tracy Sauerwein

	Katie Shevlin
	Lauri Janos
	Alex Wolff

	
	Bill Martin
	



Call to order: The December 16, 2025 Stated Session meeting was called to order by the Moderator at Covenant Presbyterian Church (CPC) in the Church Fellowship Room at 4:00 PM.
Opening Prayer:  The opening prayer was offered by Reverend Dani Forbess. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Roll: Reverend Dani Forbess, David Barnes, Marlys Erickson, Brian Grant, Carole Harriff (by Zoom), Lauri Janos, Bill Martin, Katie Shevlin, Steve Tyree (Clerk -by Zoom). Excused: Reverend Kevin Starcher, Tracy Sauerwein, Alex Wolff. Guests: Tom Greco, Lisa Snodgrass, Andrea Timmerman, Brian Ray, Sandy Davis, Carrie Downer, Carolyn Koehn, Gregg Turner,, Sterling “Zim” Zimmerman, Maria Anderson, Phil Ruebel and Chris Zimmer. 
Devotions: Carole Harriff –  Luke 8: Highlight reel of Jesus’ ministry.
	Session Book Study: Attentive Church Leadership – Chapter 9: How do we facilitate real
                                             transformation? & Chapter 10: How do we pass the torch?
Adoption of Docket: Motion was made by the Elder Penny Sartori and seconded to adopt the docket. On a voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Approval of Consent Agenda: Motion was made by Elder Katie Shevlin and was seconded to approve items noted in the Consent Agenda which consisted of the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk53575302][bookmark: _Hlk55992069]Approval of November 16, 2025 Stated Session Meeting Minutes
· Note of the approval of a motion proposed by the Personnel Committee by electronic discussion and voting to authorize a pool of $7,300 taken (amended amount) from available funds and contributions from the congregation to be divided proportionately among the staff as the 2025 Staff Gifts of Appreciation / Bonuses. The motion passed unanimously November 26, 2025.
· Welcome the 2025 Board of Deacons members to the yearly meeting and opportunity to report to the Session, including Brian Ray, Sandy Davis, Carrie Downer, Carolyn Koehn, Gregg Turner,, Sterling “Zim” Zimmerman, Maria Anderson, Phil Ruebel and Chris Zimmer as guests with voice but not vote.
· Motion to Call Congregational meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026 to receive annual report, approve Pastors Terms of Call, hold Corporate meeting to elect 2026 Corporate Officers and elect the 2026 Nominating Committee (according to Bylaws and Book of Order).
On a voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.

New Business / Action Items:
Clerk’s report – (report provided)
· Snake River Presbytery Report, December13, 2025 
· Reminder of year end reports and Data collection – Due January 5, 2026.

Stewardship and Finance – Bill Martin  (report Provided)
· Presentation and Discussion of proposed Covenant Presbyterian Church 2026 Budget and Pastoral Terms of call.
· Discussion produced a number of additions and adjustments that were included as amendments.
· Moderator Rev. Dani Forbess explained and clarified the two components of polity concerning the Operational Budget (session approved) and the Pastoral terms of Call  ( proposed to the Congregation for their approval). 
· Motion made by Elder Bill Martin for the Stewardship and Finance Committee for the approval of the amended budget document by Session and the proposed Pastoral terms of call for presentation to the congregation for consideration and acceptance at the January 25, 2026 Covenant Presbyterian Church Annual Meeting.
            On a voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.

Moderator Rev. Dani Forbess welcomed and explained the purpose and benefits of the yearly dialogue with the Board of Deacons. 
 
Presentation by the Board of Deacons of their annual report – Moderator Carrie Downer
· Deacon Brian Ray presented and facilitated discussion of the many areas of responsibility that the Deacons Ministry addresses. 

The Session commended the Board of Deacons expressed their thanks for all their work and faithful ministry to the Church. 
  
A Celebration and Appreciation dinner with Deacons and Session members concluded the business portion of the meeting.

Communion:   December 7, 2025 (First Sunday), December 24, 2025 (Christmas Eve services) 
                        Communion Served at 8:30 service December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025
Baptisms: None
Marriages: None
Funerals:   None

	
	


Membership Rolls: Members/Affiliates as of December 31, 2025:	             323
              New members (December):                                                                   0
              Transfers out (December): 	 2
              Members deceased (September):	 0             
              Session approved removals (September):	 0

	Income	Expenses	Net
	$673,548.24	$633,819.04                     $ 39,729.20                        
	Account Balances
	ICCU General Fund:			$     23,716.06    
	ICCU Building Fund:		      $       2,657.02
	ICCU Saving Account	  $   100,000.00
	Synod Savings Account:	  $   287,436.84  
	Covenant Endowment Fund:	  $     64,775.44



Next Session Meeting:  Tuesday, January 20, 2026 4:00pm
	Devotion: Rev. Pastor Kevin Starcher

Seeing no further business a motion to Adjourn was made by Elder David Barnes and seconded. On a voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.

Meeting concluded with Prayer by the Moderator Pastor Dani Forbess at 6:15 pm

Reverend Dani Forbess, Moderator                Dr. Steven Tyree, Clerk of Session

 
___________________________________________________________________________
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