Clifton E. Ralph Obituary

Posted October 12, 2020

Very glad to see this topic of blacksmiths and the skill and importance of blacksmithing as a skill. My dad Clifton E. Ralph
was a blacksmith for 68 years by until his passing in December 2018. He was an industrial blacksmith for 35 years at
Youngstown Sheet and Tube ( later LTV steel). After retiring at 50 as his plants blacksmith shop was eliminated he chose
a more important route.

it took him some time but he started going to steam shows, tractor shows and blacksmith events that they called “hammer
-ins”. He read called “ton”, “hammerman”, and tons of other names but he built a reputation and began to teach and
demonstrate until his passing in 2018!

He also was a tremendous fan of Wheel Horse tractors and bought his first in 1961 and passed on his passion for them to
his sons!

He loved to pass on the nuances of smithing . He was one of 20 blacksmiths and woodworkers asked to remake the
original John Deere plow in lllinois by the lllinois Blacksmith Association.

What mechanical and inquisitive nature | have about machines like our Wheel Horses came from being around my
dad. His shop was always filled with projects. Thousands of his students and various blacksmith groups around the
country benefited from his interest in keeping the art and skill of blacksmith alive.

| am pleased to see Red Square Forum members who are doing the same!

As dad use to say keep hammer-in!
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https://www.wheelhorseforum.com/topic/89565-any-other-smithys-out-there/?do=findComment&comment=907630

