PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release:  Master Chorale Spring Concert  XXXI – May 7, 2023,  4 PM
For more information, please contact Linda Batty,  970-522-5431

The Master Chorale, under the direction of Don Johnson, with accompanist Mary L. Smith, will present its 31st Spring Concert on Sunday, May 7th at 4:00 p.m. in the Dorothy Corsberg Theater on the campus of Northeastern Junior College.  In conjunction with the NJC Foundation, the Master Chorale will award its $300.00 tuition scholarship for Fall 2023 to a deserving music student, Ms. Cassidy Wright.

The singers, accompanists, and sinfonia will present Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria for the first half of the concert. This work was written about 1715, but the words go back to the 4th century as part of the Catholic mass.  This work is in the genre of cantata-mass, a hybrid form in which snippets of text are set for sundry arrangements of solo voices, choir, and instruments. The 12 short pieces portray expressive variety, and elicit emotion from the words of the Gospel story.  Soloists are Nancy Bohac, Jeneen Trump, and Nita Gillham.

During Intermission, the Sterling String Trio will perform ”Andante” from G.F. Handel’s “Water Music.”  Performers are: Olivia Courtney on violin, Holly Evans on viola, and Phil Found on cello.

Additionally, the piano quartet returns to play a fun piece, “Bumble Boogie” by Jack Fina, with eight hands on two pianos.   Pianists are Mary L. Smith, Nita Gillham, Jennifer Linn-Leaf, and Emily Singer.

The second half of the program offers a change of flavor, and features composers from the United States.    The first piece is the rock cantata, “The Creation,” which features the text from Genesis describing the first seven days of Creation.  Soloists are tenor Jason McGlaughlin. soprano Emma Walston, and alto Jaelynne Steimer.  Additional accompaniment will be electric guitar, played by Nick Jones and electric bass guitar played by Rick Fleharty, along with NJC Professor Lee Lippstrew on the drums.

Following the cantata, is a piece written by William L. Dawon, an African-American  composer, choir director, and professor, who specialized in black religious folk music.  “Soon Ah Will Be Done”  is a prayer, sung by African slaves, with hopes for a better day.  

The powerful 1888 poem by Ernest Henley, “Invictus,” provides the lyrics for the next piece, arranged by Carl J. Nygard, Jr. This poem has been quoted, at least in part, by Winston Churchill, U.S. prisoners of war in Japanese camps, and Nelson Mandela.  It contains the famous words: ‘I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.’    The haunting “Bright Morning Star” is the next song, with soprano soloist Christine Penner leading the first line.  This is a traditional Appalachian tune, arranged for choir by Fred Squatrito.  “Set Me As A Seal” follows. This piece is from a cantata “A New Creation” written by René Clausen, and is based upon Biblical text of Song of Solomon 8:6-7.   A Czech-Slovak folksong follows, “Waters Ripple and Flow,” was arranged by Deems Taylor and will be sung in English.  Soloists are Gerald Skaggs, tenor and Tony Cristello, baritone.

At this time, the Sterling High School Jazz Choir, directed by Annette Lambrecht, will enter the stage, in front of the Chorale and sinfonia, and perform “Seasons of Love” by Jonathan Larson and “Lovely Day” by Bill Withers and Skip Scarborough.

The students will then join Master Chorale members on the risers and the entire group will end the program with the rousing “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” with words by Julia Ward Howe, music by William Steffe, and the powerful arrangement for choir by Peter J. Wilhousky.

Tickets for the performance are $10.00 and may be purchased at KC's Music & Electronics, Mega Music, Family Food Market, from Master Chorale members, or by calling 970.522.5431.  Tickets may also be purchased at the door the day of the concert.  Students and children under the age of 12 (when accompanied by an adult) and high school and NJC students with school ID’s, are admitted free.
 


