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What is the 
Census? Who 

Counts? 

• Census Made Simple, 2 minute 20 seconds -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXZAe8XYeNQ
&feature=youtu.be

• The 2020 Census Challenge, brought to you by 
Statistics in Schools, 4 minutes -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVLYq--
JZEo&feature=youtu.be

• The Amazing Apportionment Machine, 2 minute 9 
seconds 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUCnb5_HZc0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXZAe8XYeNQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVLYq--JZEo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUCnb5_HZc0


It’s a mission for our Country

• Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution

• The actual Enumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten 
Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. 

• COUNT EVERYONE ONCE, ONLY ONCE, AND IN THE 
RIGHT PLACE



Mandated by the Constitution 
and: 

• The Census determines apportionment in 
Congress

• The Census provides data for distribution of of
more than $675 Billion federal funds, every year

• The Census provides data essential for 
redistricting in 2021

• Informs government, business, and nonprofit 
decision making

• Provides population benchmark for nearly every 
other U.S.-based survey. 
https://2020census.gov/en/census-data.html

https://2020census.gov/en/census-data.html


Confidentiality

• Federal Law – Title 13 of the US Code protects 
the confidentiality of all information

• Employee Oath – Protect confidentiality for 
life.   Penalties if violated can be 5 years in 
prison and/or $250,000 fine.

• Statistical Safeguards – Ensure that statistics 
released do not identify individuals.

• Records are confidential for 72 years by law 
(Title 44, U.S. Code)
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George Washington University 
Counting For Dollars 2020

• Colorado receives Federal Funds for programs 
that impact every person living here. 

• According to this study, the per capita 
allocation is $1,481 for Colorado. 

• When we undercount by even the smallest 
margin – we are at risk of missing out on the 
fair share of this distribution.  Which often 
equals billions of dollars.

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2181
/f/downloads/Colorado%2008-18-17.pdf

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds
https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2181/f/downloads/Colorado%2008-18-17.pdf


The Questionnaire

• Questions

• How to Respond

• Language Support

• Mail Strategy

• Questionnaire Assistance Events



Sample Invitation Letter



Informational copy available online. 

Sample of 2020 Census



• 2020 Census will ASK: 
• How many people are living/staying 

at your home on April 1, 2020
• Whether the home is owned or 

rented 
• For each person in your home, you 

will be asked to report the: 
• Sex
• Age 
• Race 
• Ethnicity (including whether of 

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish 
origin

• Relationship to other household 
members 

• 2020 Census will NEVER ask for: 
• Your social security number 
• Checking account information
• Credit card information
• Money/donations
• Anything on behalf of a political party 

Questions Asked

If you suspect fraud, call 800-923-8282 to speak with a local 
Census Bureau representative. If it is determined that the visitor 
who came to your door does not work for the Census Bureau, 
contact your local police department.

tel:1-800-923-8282


Important 
Dates

• March 12– Self Response begins

• April 1, 2020: Census Day is observed nationwide. 

• April 2020: Group Quarters…

• May 13- July 2020: The Census Bureau begins visiting homes 
that haven't responded to the 2020 Census to make sure 
everyone is counted (NRFU)

• December 2020: The Census Bureau delivers report.

• March 31, 2021: Redistricting info sent to states. 



Mail Strategy 
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Phone & Internet Paper Mailer In-Person 
Interview 

Arabic
Chinese 
English 
French 
Haitian Creole 
Japanese 
Korean 
Polish 
Portuguese 
Russian 
Spanish
Tagalog  
Vietnamese 

English & Spanish Numerous community 
individuals hired to 
interview others in 
their own community 
and language 
- Video guidance and 
print guidance in 60 
languages

Encouraging Self Response Yields Best Data~ More Accuracy

4 Ways to Respond





William the Lister! 

• Badge
• Laptop or computer 
• Shoulder bag with 

the Census logo



Questionnaire Assistance Events

To encourage early self response online:

• at locations where people already gather

• locations with better connectivity

• Assisted by Census staff, City and County staff, and/or volunteers

April 1 – Sterling Public Library – during opening hours

April 6 – Department of Human Services – 10:00 am – 4 pm

April 15 – Heritage Center 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

April 22 – Family Resource Center 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
*subject to change



Save time, Save money –no need to 
recreate the wheel!  Repost, Share, 
Retweet 

• Facebook

• LinkedIn

• Twitter @uscensusbureau

• Instagram

• #2020Census

https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau
https://au.linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau
https://twitter.com/uscensusbureau
https://www.instagram.com/uscensusbureau/


CENSUS JOBS NOW 
LIVE!

• https://2020census.gov/jobs- NOW (Office positions, Field staff, apply 
NOW for all positions)

• http://www.usajobs.gov/– Partnership (one must apply to each position as 
they are posted within the time allotted)

https://2020census.gov/jobs
http://www.usajobs.gov/


#2020Census

Ana Mostaccero

(720) 891-2458

Ana.R.Mostaccero@2020Census.gov


