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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE   

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 89 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
WELCOME 

• This worship service is being recorded for livestream viewing 

• Presentation of the revised Pandemic Protocol 

• Stewardship Intention Cards: You are invited to place your Intention Card in the 
Gratitude Basket before the service or on your way forward to receive the 
Eucharist  

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Dear friends, we gather this day on the traditional territory of the Algonquin Nation. 
May we always dwell on this land with respect and peace. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept.  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING        Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 
is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness." 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 25:1-9 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;  
my God, I put my trust in you;  
let me not be humiliated,  
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame;  
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

Show me your ways, O Lord,  
and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me,  
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,  
for they are from everlasting.  
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  
remember me according to your love  
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright is the Lord;  



therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
He guides the humble in doing right  
and teaches his way to the lowly. 
All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  

THE SECOND READING    1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 
God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father 
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And 
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 88 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

THE GOSPEL Luke 18:33-37 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with 
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a parable: 
"Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch 
you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 



ANTHEM O Thou, the Central Orb (Charles Wood) 

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, pure beam of the Most High, 
eternal light of this our wintry world. 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 
gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 97  Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of your 
Son. Accept all we offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

The Lord is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and 
strong. You made us and the whole universe, and filled your world with life.  

You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Saviour, Mary's child. He suffered on 
the cross; he died to save us from our sins; he rose in glory from the dead. 

You send your Spirit to bring new life to the world, and clothe us with power from 
on high. 

And so we join the angels to celebrate and sing: 

 



On the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. He took the bread, 
and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of God's unfailing 
love. Do this to remember me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Loving God, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and 
resurrection, send your Holy Spirit,  that we who share these gifts may be fed by 
Christ's body and his blood. 

Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the healing of the 
earth, and share the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his coming in glory. 

For honour and praise belong to you, Creator, with Jesus your Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

 

 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Silence is kept. 

“I am the bread which has come down from heaven,” says the Lord. 
Give us this bread for ever. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
May we dwell in him, as he lives in us.  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION   O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Natalie Sleeth) 

Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a blessing if desired. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  

Silence is kept.  

God for whom we wait, you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. 
Keep us ever watchful, that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man. 
We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Gracious and loving God, giver of life and source of all goodness, all that we have 
received comes from you. You call us to be stewards of your abundance. You call us to 
share with you in taking care of each other, our community, and life on the earth. Help 
us to always use your gifts wisely. Guide us to share your gifts with the same generosity 
shown by your Son Jesus Christ in his life among us. Send your Holy Spirit to bless 
these gifts to our use and us to your service.  
We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
DEDICATION OF THE NATIVITY 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary, be with you 
all.  
And also with you.  
 
God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made 
manifest your love. When our need for a Saviour was great you sent your Son to be 
born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.  
 



Gracious God, bless this manger and all who look upon it. May it remind us of the 
humble birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him as we rejoice in the mystery of 
the incarnation of the Son of God. Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 114  Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

DISMISSAL    

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
 
Presider & Preacher The Reverend Gary van der Meer 
Organist Dr Gordon Johnston 
Crucifer & Server     Wendy McCutcheon, Jill Moll 
Readers      Carolyn Streich, Jeanne Iradukunda 
Cantor   Bruce Marshall 
Intercessor                                    Ian Myles 
Communion Assistants    Sherrie Dagg, Kimberly Johnson-Breen 

Sidespeople      Ted Reeve, Barbara Rottenberg 
Tower Bell Kathleen Arsenault 
Altar Guild      Vicki Milnes, Barbara Dransch, Mahdis Hosseini 
Audio Tech   Bruce Marshall 
Registrar      Bea Robertson 
Children’s Ministry    Mary Ann Varley, Pat Turner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liturgy: ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ and is used 
with permission. 
Liturgy: The Book of Alternative Services ©1985 by the General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Used with permission. Readings: New Revised Standard Version 
Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Psalm 
Music: ©2001 Gordon Johnston. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank you for your patience and cooperation as we learn to worship in these 
unusual times. If you missed the collection plate you can always connect at anytime to 

St John’s online giving site: 
 
 
 

 
Donations 

 
 
 

Did you know that this Order of Service is available online? Next time you are here, you 
can help care for the environment by following along from your phone or tablet. See 

our website: 
 
 

www.stjohnsottawa.com/worship/service-bulletins 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stjohnsottawa.com/worship/service-bulletins
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/28160

