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CJ – 18 May 2021

An Open Letter to "Allies"

(Important for everyone, but ESPECIALLY if you are NOT Jewish, Israeli, Arab, or Muslim)
I know a lot of people who think of themselves as "allies" to marginalized peoples and our struggles. And of course, that's a good thing! We need you to be allies in our struggles and we need to build solidarity between our movements. It's complicated though, when two groups that you want to be allies to, are in conflict with each other. You know that Jews and Arabs are both oppressed groups in North America, and you might be asking, how can you be an ally to both, when so many are expressing such different narratives of what's happening in Israel/Palestine, and asking different (or even contradictory) things of you.
What do you do?

You COULD decide that you must "pick a side": whichever side seems to you "more" oppressed should deserve your allyship, and if that means hurting those on the other "side" so be it. Many people on the Israeli and Palestinian "sides" of this conflict will be trying to convince you right now to "stand with us" aka, to stand in OPPOSITION to anyone who disagrees with them.
And you will see Jewish or Israeli people and Muslim or Arab people (and their staunchest allies) sharing things from every angle to try to get you to do this: rational-seeming arguments, statistics, appeals to historical analogies, emotion-filled diatribes. The content is irrelevant.
They are both saying things that have truth, but they are also oversimplifying things and leaving things out. I can promise you this, because entire books have been written on this conflict. Read as much as you can, because there's many truths, but don't forget that nobody could give you the full picture in a single post or article of any kind. Resist the urge to "buy" into a single narrative. Stay open-minded and keep learning.

Don't forget that EVERYONE who writes anything on social media (including me!) is trying to convince you of something you should feel or you should do. Most people are telling you that you should identify with EITHER Israel OR Palestine, and openly express unqualified support for them, and unqualified blame to the other. A lot of them will tell you that you are not an ally if you don't.

As a leftist, progressive Jew with family in Israel, I am begging you not to take their bait.
Both Jews and Palestinians have a valid claim to the land now called Israel and any vision for the future must acknowledge that.

Both Jews and Palestinians currently live and work in the land now called Israel and any vision for the future must plan for that.

Both Jews and Palestinians are suffering because the most hateful individuals among them are forming mobs to chant their support for ethnic cleansing, and any source that omits or downplays one part of that is trying to sell you something.
Both Jews and Palestinians are suffering because the most militant institutions among them are using that as an excuse to demonize the other "side" and flex their military power, and any source that omits or downplays one part of that is trying to sell you something.

Both Jews and Palestinians are suffering because the most powerful global actors (USA and Russia, along with others) have been using this conflict for decades as a way advance their own interests, and most sources will omit or downplay this because they have bought into it as well.
In my opinion, this conflict is part of a larger struggle by both Hamas and Netanyahu to "farm" outrage at the other "side" and support for theirs. And the more we engage, and the more we spread hate, the more both of them win. And ordinary, innocent Jews and Palestinians are suffering and dying for this stupid power game.

I'm going to argue that the best thing you can do right now, as an ally, is NOT to share content that one or another side is sending out, or to declare yourself an ally to one group at the expense of the other.

The best thing you can do is to see PAST the content of what people are sharing and be open to hearing the FEAR and PAIN that's behind it. To check in on your friends, who are almost certainly feeling the effects of the increased anti-Muslim/Arab and anti-Jewish sentiment this is stirring up.

And if you are Jewish or Israeli or Arab or Muslim and you've gotten this far, I encourage you to find it in your heart to do the same. There are many in your communities, maybe even your families who will be angry with you if you express love and sadness about those on the "other" side. But it's the right thing to do.

Many of the Muslims and Jews I know refuse to be enemies. Your struggles for safety and self-determination are bound up with mine. Your struggles with Islamophobia and are bound up with my struggles with anti-semitism. The forces that want to keep us divided, both within our communities and outside them are strong, but they do NOT speak for us and they only WEAKEN our common cause. It is in THEIR best interest that we fight each other so they can "divide and conquer" as they use our fear and hate to strengthen themselves at the expense of innocent lives.

If there are comments of people being outraged I didn't declare unequivocal support or condemnation for your chosen "side" you are proving me right.




CJ – 21 May 2021

A follow up to my previous post:
Many people who don't know much about "the conflict" in Israel/Palestine only hear about it every 5 or so years, when Hamas and the IDF make the news for bombarding each other with rockets they've acquired from Iran and the USA. The recent exchange between Hamas and the IDF was inhumane and pointless, but you need to understand that there is a BIGGER PICTURE behind it all that the rocket fire was designed to distract from. This shouldn't be controversial to say, but I know it will be.
Hamas is funded and fueled by fear and by hate, and that fear and hate is fueled by the fact that status quo for Palestinians in Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank is absolutely horrific. Anyone who tells you otherwise is actively ignoring what Palestinians have been saying for decades. Without justice for Palestinians, there can be no peace, only temporary respite. The current right-wing Israeli government is also funded and fueled by fear and by hate: Israeli and American racism and Islamophobia. Without confronting the rampant Islamophobia in ourselves, our communities, our society, and our government, there can be no peace, only temporary respite.
I lost friends for my last post and I anticipate I will lose friends for this one too. But the truth is true and the truth is important. If you're just learning about this now, or are shocked or angry, I encourage you to research more on every point AP makes below. There's more to the story, of course, but this is a huge part that cannot be ignored.

AP – 21 May 2021

So now that a ceasefire was reached, we can go back to “normal”, meaning:

1.) Israel can go back to displacing & replacing us with Israeli settlers;
2.) The PA & Hamas can go back to fighting one-another for power; 
3.) Arab States can go back to normalizing relations with Israel; and
4.) The world can go back to forgetting about our struggle

Palestinian factions are trying to convince the public that we didn’t suffer death and destruction for nothing, and that we somehow won something, although:

1.) Palestinians in the Gaza Strip remain under siege;
2.) Palestinians in the West Bank remain under occupation;
3.) Palestinians in Israel remain third-class citizens at best; and
4.) Palestinian refugees still cannot return

Based on previous attacks on Gaza, I expect:

1.) Palestinians in Gaza, especially kids, will suffer from trauma for years to come;
2.) No Israeli civilians will be held accountable for lynchings;
3.) No members of Israeli Forces will be held accountable for extrajudicial murders;
4.) Moves will still be taken to forcibly displace the people of Sheikh Jarrah; 
5.) The status quo at the Al Aqsa Mosque Compound will continue to be challenged;
6.) Palestinian demonstrators will be “sorted out” on an individual basis by Israel with the support of their security contractor - the PA;
7.) Mahmoud Abbas will continue to delay elections due to Hamas’ soaring popularity and his party’s growing irrelevance and internal fractures, meaning political division will remain in place, authoritarianism will be further entrenched, and we will continue to be lead by people who do not represent us; 
8.) The PA will hold a donor conference to rebuild Gaza, and they will seize this opportunity to syphon profits and leverage themselves in the Gaza Strip; and
9.) Israel and Hamas will start gearing-up immediately for the next flare-up, which will probably commence as soon as reconstruction is complete;

If you don’t want this to happen, keep doing what you’ve done over the course of the last month. A ton of significant progress has been made. We now need to keep-up the momentum and be proactive.

More awareness still needs to be raised, and more action needs to be taken to change the discourse and mobilize governments to disengage from their complicity in the prevailing apartheid regime.

Inaction will just lead to more death, destruction and suffering.

CJ – 21 May 2021

Seeing that the ceasefire was just agreed to with no change to the status quo, it's obvious that neither side was seriously looking for a change to the status quo. The IDF and Hamas had a bunch of spare ammunition that they wanted to show off to blow off their hatred to each other and a lot of Palestinians got killed because of it. And nothing was done about Sheik Jarrah, the REAL problem that could have ACTUALLY been a productive step forward dismantling the settlements. Hamas and Netanyahu we're both more than happy to take the opportunity to advance their own standing (since their popularity within their own areas had been plummeting and is surely to rise now that they've flexed), and they've distracted the whole world from the issue that would have decreased their power and moved towards justice and peace.

===

I do want to really strongly clarify that when I say that innocent people on both sides will suffer, I should have clarified that Palestinians will bear the brunt of it. This is something that I know so deeply, and that is so obvious from the news, so I didn't think to say it, but you're right, I should have. And I will say it now. 

The status quo is deeply unfair to Muslims and non-Jewish Arabs living in Israel and the West Bank, and horrific beyond imagination in the open air prison of Gaza. Israel is at fault for the status quo, and has the most power to change it.

But they won't, because Netanyahu's strategy for ages has been stoking anti-Arab fear and hatred, and this war was the perfect fuel for him. And rather than having a "partner for peace" on the other side of the table, he has the perfect "partner for war" in Hamas, who (supported by Iran), is the perfect boogeyman that is just as full of hate as he is, just without the power to inflict the destruction "from sea to sea" they explicitly call for. And they won't be removed from power any time soon either while they enjoy the support of every Jew-hating extremist East of Greece.

====

I want to add, that if Christians like yourselves are able to build real interfaith goodwill with Muslims and Jews (and that's a big If!) you have a unique capability of mediating this conflict. 

If you can figure out how to really deeply understand both the facts on the ground and the emotions behind them on both sides, the fact that you have a stake in the Holy Land too, and a deep understanding of faith and your own battles with extremism within your past, you have the potential to be the strongest allies for peace and I hope that you continue this work.

But I warn you that it is impossible if either "side" is able to "throw you under the bus" so to speak. There is so much hatred that if you want to be a partner for peace, you'll have a hard time getting an audience or being taken seriously by those with the most power if they're able to denounce you as being too "supportive" of Hamas or the IDF. Perhaps I'm naive and it IS actually is an impossible tightrope to walk and the only thing we can do is engage in humanitarian relief and watch in horror as the USA enables this to continue forever. But I know conflicts do end, with people who understand and care about those embroiled in them and can address them with nuance and compassion.

I hope to continue the conversation and I hope you continue the amazing work you are doing. Thank you for approaching this with curiosity and love.

CJ 


