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This past summer, I had the opportunity to go on a mission trip with the 
Diocese of Georgia to work with the Appalachia Service Project. We 
drove up to Cocke County, Tennessee, met the other half of our group 
from Missouri, and had a week full of hard work and fellowship. This 
was my third mission trip with the Rev. Canon Joshua Varner, Diocesan 
Canon Missioner for Children and Youth, and Diocese youth.  
 
I believe this was my most impactful trip yet. This trip meant a lot to 
me; my dad joined for his first mission trip and my brother came for his 
seventh mission trip, and I saw a side of America I don't see every day. 
I had seen poverty before. I saw it in the Dominican Republic in 2018, 
and pictures of Haiti when my brother went in 2017, but I had never really seen it in America. 
The Appalachia Service Project helps out people in the poverty-stricken communities all 
through the cities surrounding the Appalachian Mountains. My best friend, Emilee Menard, 

from Richmond Hill, and I were split off into a group that 
consisted of three boys and two adults from Missouri. We 
spent the whole week finishing up a project to expand a 
trailer home so two kids could have their own rooms. It was a 
lot of hard work, but it was so fulfilling at the end of the week, 
when the rooms were done and the kids were so happy to 
have their own bedrooms. I will never forget the look on their 
faces when the floors were finally finished, or when the little 

boy grabbed Emilee's hand, ran to his room and excitedly said, "I finally have my own room!". 
He slept in there with a sleeping bag the night before we were done.  
 
I can't wait to experience another mission trip and I will 
forever cherish the memories I have gathered from them all. 
I finally want to thank Father Tom and Christ Church for 
donating money towards our trip. You helped make it 
possible for my brother and me to continue our mission 
work, and helped my dad experience that special kind of joy 
for the first time. 
 


