
2017-18 School Year Backpack Buddies Program Report 

Backpack Buddies has just concluded our seventh year of school-based food ministry 
to our community’s disadvantaged children. Food insecurity is pervasive in children 
in Glynn County.  The most recent statistics indicate that 61% (8,000+) of the 
students enrolled in Glynn County Public Schools are eligible for free or reduced 
meals. These children lack a reliable source of food on the weekends, and during 
the summer months. Our Program’s focus has again this year been providing 
weekend food to primarily elementary age students, although we have also served 
homeless teens in Safe Harbor’s Street Beat Program. 

During the 2017-18 school year, Christ Church Frederica parishioners along with 
partners from St. Simons Presbyterian Church supported 176 elementary students 
throughout the school year:  77 children bused to St. Simons and Oglethorpe Point 
Elementary Schools from the South end of inner city Brunswick; 55 children 
attending Burroughs Molette Elementary, the most disadvantaged school in Glynn 
County (97 percent poverty), and 44 children at Golden Isles Elementary.  We also 
partnered with Safe Harbor Children’s Shelter to support 25 homeless teenagers in 
their Street Beat program.   

A pack of wholesome breakfast and lunch items and healthy snacks for Saturday and 
Sunday was provided to each child. Each bag generally contained two breakfasts, 
two lunches, two milks, two juices, and four snacks. (juice or milk was sometimes 
not available, in which case we doubled up on whichever beverage was available.) 
On special holidays, we included special treats such as chocolate Santa’s and Easter 
jelly beans. An inspirational message for each child was included in the bags. In 
total, the program provided 31,400 pounds of food to our Backpack Buddies across 
the school year. 

Christ Church parishioners joined by men and women of other congregations, packed 
approximately 400 bags every two weeks. An interdenominational team delivered 
crates of bags to the elementary teachers and counselors for distribution of the bags 
on Fridays, and Street Beat teens received their bags on Tuesdays at their after 
school tutoring sessions.      

Program costs totaled $14,354 for 6,979 bags distributed during the 2017-18 school 
year, resulting in an average cost of $2.06 per food bag. Those wanting to support a 
Backpack Buddy contributed $100 per school year, or $50 per semester. This 
provided for the food purchase, storage bags, and allowed for extra snack bags 
during Thanksgiving and Spring Break weeks. As much of the food as possible was 
purchased at a greatly discounted price from America’s Second Harvest's Brunswick 



and Savannah warehouses, and the remainder through Sam’s Club, WalMart, and 
Dollar Tree. Backpack Buddies ended the school year in the black with a modest 
balance.    

School counselors and teachers attest that providing food on the weekends to these 
disadvantaged children better positions them for learning when they return to school 
on Mondays. Behavior is improved as well. 

Summer feeding programs in the local schools provide these youngsters with 
breakfast and lunch, just as they would receive during the school year. However, 
there is no food assistance to these children on the weekends during the summer. 
Christ Church along with the other Glynn County Episcopal parishes are providing 
weekend snack boxes to disadvantaged youth through several inner city outlets. A 
snack box contains a fruit cup, trail mix, a cookie, chips, and tuna salad or small 
entree.   

We are distributing two snack boxes per child on Friday afternoons to 15 children at 
Glynn Villas Boys and Girls Club (BGC), 50 at McIntyre Court BGC, 40 children who 
receive weekday lunch at Burroughs Molette, approximately 60 children (varies 
weekly) at Children In Action Christian Sports camp (this population is children from 
Altama Avenue subsidized housing), and a number at St. Simons Boys and Girls Club 
TBD. We are able to get the snack boxes from Second Harvest for $.19 to $.23 each, 
enabling us to feed a child on the weekends this summer for less than $.50. Glynn 
Episcopal Ministries (GEM) is covering the summer snack box costs.    

A call to the parish and friends of our Program for funding for the 2018-19 Backpack 
Buddies Program, will soon go out. Prior to school beginning in early August, Christ 
Church will again provide book bags and school supplies for Dixville area children 
through St. Athanasius parish.   

Christ Church Backpack Buddies expresses our sincere appreciation to the many food 
packers, crate transporters & stackers, school deliverers, Safe Harbor, Communities 
in Schools and the counselors, teachers, and principals who are the link to our 
young Buddies. A very special shout out to Christ Church’s Harrison Branch for 
delivering thousands of pounds (literally!) of food to our Backpacking assembly line. 
A heartfelt thanks to our funding partners who make this ministry possible.  You are 
a light for these children. 

	

	


