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The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 21, 2025 

8:00am and 10:30am 

 

 

God loves YOU! No exceptions! 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Jim Shumard, Priest-in-Charge  
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HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

OPENING HYMN 390  Lobe Den Herren 
   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   

THE WORD OF GOD 

 Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 People   Blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (spoken together)  BCP 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the 
inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GLORIA HYMN S-280  

Spoken at 8:00, sung at 10:30. The service music is in the front of  the hymnal. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, Lord God, Lamb of  God,  
you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of  the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of  God the Father. Amen. 

The Celebrant says to the people 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.   
People    And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY       
 Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love 

things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that 
are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

 Lector A reading from The Book of  Jeremiah. 

 My joy is gone, grief  is upon me, my heart is sick. 

 Hark, the cry of  my poor people from far and wide in the land: 

 "Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" 

 ("Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign 
idols?") 

 "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved." 

 For the hurt of  my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken 
hold of  me. 

 Is there no balm in Gilead? 

 Is there no physician there? 

 Why then has the health of  my poor people not been restored? 

 O that my head were a spring of  water, and my eyes a fountain of  tears, so 
that I might weep day and night for the slain of  my poor people! 

 Lector The Word of  God for the people of  God.    
People Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE Psalm 79:1-9 
Spoken responsively by whole verse.  

1  O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance; 
  they have profaned your holy temple; * 
   they have made Jerusalem a heap of  rubble. 

2  They have given the bodies of  your servants as food for the birds of  
the air, * 

   and the flesh of  your faithful ones to the beasts of  the field. 

3  They have shed their blood like water on every side of  Jerusalem, * 
   and there was no one to bury them. 

4  We have become a reproach to our neighbors, * 
   an object of  scorn and derision to those around us. 

5  How long will you be angry, O Lord? * 
   will your fury blaze like fire for ever? 

6  Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not known you * 
   and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon your Name. 

7  For they have devoured Jacob * 
   and made his dwelling a ruin. 

8  Remember not our past sins; 
  let your compassion be swift to meet us; * 
   for we have been brought very low. 

9  Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of  your Name; * 
   deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your Name's sake. 

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
   *as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE SECOND READING  1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 Lector: A reading from The First Letter to Timothy. 

 First of  all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right 
and is acceptable in the sight of  God our Savior, who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of  the truth. For there is one God; there 
is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself  
human, who gave himself  a ransom for all -- this was attested at the right 
time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I 
am not lying), a teacher of  the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 Lector The Word of  God for the people of  God.    
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN 669  Passion Chorale 
   Commit Thou All That Grieves Thee 

Verse 1—Choir, Verses 2, 3, 4—Congregation 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 16:1-13 

 Celebrant A Reading from The Gospel according to Luke. 
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So 
he summoned him and said to him, `What is this that I hear about you? Give 
me an accounting of  your management, because you cannot be my manager 
any longer.' Then the manager said to himself, `What will I do, now that my 
master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, 
and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, 
summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, `How much 
do you owe my master?' He answered, `A hundred jugs of  olive oil.' He said 
to him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked 
another, `And how much do you owe?' He replied, `A hundred containers of  
wheat.' He said to him, `Take your bill and make it eighty.' And his master 
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commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the 
children of  this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 
than are the children of  light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of  dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 
into the eternal homes. 

"Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If  then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
And if  you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will 
give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 

 Celebrant  The Gospel of  the Lord.            
 People          Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

SERMON   The Reverend Dr. Jim Shumard 

Silence 

THE NICENE CREED  BCP 358 
Please rise as you are able 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally 
begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the 
dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III     BCP 387 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

Leader Father, we pray for your holy catholic church; 
People That we all may be one. 

Leader We celebrate those having birthdays and anniversaries this week; 
especially, Christy Collins, Buster Inman, and Mary Bondurant. 

People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of  your Word and 

Sacraments. 

Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations  
 of  the world; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief  or trouble, 
especially Kira, Karen G., Dirk, Leonard, Steve, Dustin, Eston, 
Kathy, Nick, Bill, Sandy, Budge, Gail, Susan, LT,  Wayne & Everett. 

People That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest;  
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of  others.  

You’re invited to pray out loud or silently. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
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THE CONFESSION                                                                        BCP  360 
 The Deacon or Celebrant says 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 Silence may be kept. 

 Minister and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen.  

 The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

You’re invited to come forward for special prayers including birthdays and anniversaries. 
Prayers for birthday (pg. 830) and anniversary (pg. 431) can be found in the Book of  
Common Prayer. 

THE PEACE                                             BCP 360  
 Celebrant     The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

The people greet one another in the name of  the Lord, ending with this hymn. 

HERDING HYMN 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
the fellowship of  kindred minds is like to that above. 

THE WELCOME AND COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Hull/Shepherd 
  Be Thou My Vision 
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THE PRESENTATION 1 Chronicles 29:14 

Celebrant All things come of  thee O Lord. 

People  And of  Your own have we given You.                      

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C BCP 369 
The people stand. The Celebrant faces them and says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  God of  all power, Ruler of  the Universe, you are worthy of  glory  
  and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 
island home.  
People By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of  creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. 
People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of  time you sent your only 
Son, born of  a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of  
freedom and peace.  
People By his blood, he reconciled us. 
  By his wounds, we are healed. 
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 
to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
Celebrant and People (8:00am spoken; 10:30am sung) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 
by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the 
bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 

After supper, he took the cup of  wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all 
of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me." 

 Remembering now his work of  redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of  thanksgiving,  

People We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day  
  of  his coming. 

Lord God of  our Fathers: God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of  our 
mothers: Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah; God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 
us from the presumption of  coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of  this Holy 
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name.  



11 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of  the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, 
glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM (8:00am spoken; 10:30am sung)   Hymn S-154 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

THE PEOPLE RECEIVE COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward to receive the bread and the wine. You may pick up a small 
cruet to receive the wine, drink from the common cup, dip the bread in the cup, or cross 
yourself  if  you do not want to receive the wine. You may also cross yourself  for a blessing if  
you don’t want the bread or wine. 

THE COMMUNION ANTHEM   Janet Holstein 
  Make Me a Channel of  Your Peace  

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER      BCP 365  
Let us pray  
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.   
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FELLOWSHIP FOLLOWING TODAY’S SERVICE: 

8am Service; all are welcome to join some parishioners who eat at 
“Sunday Diner” after the service.   

10:30 service; you are invited to come down to the Parish Hall for 
coffee and conversation hosted by Lynda and Alan White. 

THE BLESSING 

THE POST COMMUNION HYMN 344 Sicilian Mariners 
 Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing 

THE DISMISSAL   
  Let us go forth in the name of  the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People   Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Email: admin@stjamesclayton.org  ●  Phone: 706-782-6179 

PLEASE KEEP FR JIM IN YOUR PRAYERS AND ALL CLERGY attending 
the Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Atlanta and Georgia at Rock Eagle, Monday 
& Tuesday this week. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PACKETS ARE AVAILABLE in the narthex for 
anyone who did not receive their envelope in the mail.  There will be sessions at 
9:15 am on Sundays September 28, October 12 & 19 for anyone who would like 
more information or to ask questions about “Inspiring Change” our Capital 
Campaign, “Investing in Our Future”. 

A SPECIAL THANKS to our Flower and Garden Festival committee, led by 
Betsy Elsas and Tim Burns; along with Kathy Booker and her garden helpers. The 
festivals are successful due to the help of so many people. We will be putting 
everything away following today’s 10:30 service. All help will be appreciated.  

MORNING PRAYER Monday,—Friday 7:30am - 8am via ZOOM.  
Meeting ID: 218 094 8164   Passcode: 682287 

INTERESTED IN ADDING YOUR VOICE TO THE CHOIR? COME JOIN 
US -- WE'D LOVE TO HAVE YOU!  We rehearse each Sunday morning at 
9:00am.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to host Fellowship Time after the 10:30 am Sunday 
Services; especially next Sunday, September 28th. Please sign up in the Parish 
Hall via the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Simply bring a plate of cookies 
and make a pot of coffee! There is always someone around if you have any 
questions. 

BROWN BAG SUNDAY IS EVERY SUNDAY. Help “Sharing and Caring” with 
their most needed items: Sugar, Oil, Flour, Corn Meal, Eggs, Salt, Pepper and 
Margarine. 
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REGULAR PROGRAMS 

STUDY OF LUKE class on the Gospel of  Luke, meets Tuesdays at 
10:00am, led by Fr. Jim and/or Matt Price.   

“CASUAL CONTRARIAN BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL 
DISCUSSIONS” will meet Mondays October 13 & 20 at 5:00pm. We will 
gather in the Parish Hall and via Zoom to talk about scripture and theology 
from a “contrarian” point of  view. Soft drinks, tea, etc. will be provided or you 
can bring your own refreshments.  

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY EVERY WEDNESDAY is at 11:00am in the 
Parish Hall in person and via the ZOOM link sent out in the Lectionary Study 
email which is sent on Monday evenings. Everyone is invited as we discuss the 
lessons for the upcoming Sunday.   
Meeting ID: 218 094 8164   Passcode: 682287 

RETIREES WILL MEET AT NOON EVERY 3RD TUESDAY of  each 
month. Next luncheon will be Tuesday, October 21 at Ishy’s restaurant in 
Clayton. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  

BOOK CLUB Everyone is invited to join us on Thursday, October 16, 
11:00am in the Parish Hall. Contact Becky Callahan, tbcallahan@aol.com, with 
any questions. 

BRIDGE & CANASTA will be played in the Parish Hall on Thursdays, 
September 25 and October 16th at 1:00pm. Contact Linda Holt 
boblindah@yahoo.com to sign up for Bridge, or Linda Sanders 
linsnd8@aol.com to sign up for Canasta.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS The Blessing of  the Animals will be Sunday, 
October 12, at 4:00pm by the Parish House. 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 

September 21-28, 2025 

Sunday 
8:00 am Holy Communion 
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 am Holy Communion 
2:00 pm Chess Club 
7:00 pm AA 

Monday 
7:30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm AA 

Tuesday 
7:30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 am Log Cabin Quilters 
10:00 am Study of Luke (note time change) 
5:30 pm Al-Anon 
7:00 pm AA 

Wednesday 
7:30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
11:00 am Lectionary Study 
1:00 pm NE Georgia Locally Grown 
7:00 pm AA 

Thursday 
7:30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
11:00 am St. James Book Club 
1:00 pm Canasta 
5:30 pm Children of Al-Anon 
7:00 pm AA 

Friday 
7:30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm AA 

Saturday 
8:30 am Women’s AA 
7:00 pm AA 

Sunday 
8:00 am Holy Communion 
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 am Holy Communion 
2:00 pm Chess 
7:00 pm AA 
 

DIOCESAN LEADERSHIP 
The Rt. Reverend Robert Wright, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta 

ST JAMES STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Jim Shumard 

Priest-in-Charge 
jshumie@aol.com    912-844-7412 

Susi Roessler, Deacon (Lutheran, ELCA) 
susiroessler@gmail.com 

Samantha Joedicke, Parish Administrator 
admin@stjamesclayton.org 

Bonnie Klinect, Office Coordinator 
bcklinect@gmail.com 

Mary Lauren Keeny, Director of Music 
marylaurenkeeny@gmail.com 

Kathy Booker, Parish Nurse 
kbooker@truvista.net 

Robin Rogers, Organist 

Lynn Kilby, Nursery 

Melanie Dietz, Bookkeeper 
stjbookkeeper20@gmail.com 

 
TREASURER 

Ed Quirk, imedquirk@gmail.com 

VESTRY 
Class of 2025 

Bethany Weisser,  
bethanyweisser@yahoo.com 

Chris Adams, adamshearingaids@gmail.com 

Class of 2026 
Ann Inman, Junior Warden 
anninman07@gmail.com 

Kathleen Johnson, Senior Warden 
rays2ws@gmail.com 

Class of 2027 
Betsy Elsas, betsyelsas@gmail.com 

Shelley Urban, shelleyurban@gmail.com 
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Giving: You may drop your check in the plate as the ushers come down the aisle, or simply 

scan the QR code on your phone, and give online. Use the St. James WIFI connection to 

donate, no password is required. 

MINISTERS SERVING TODAY 

Altar Flowers: Flower Festival 
Bread: Francis Daniel 

Altar Guild Set Up: Lynda Ann Price and Peggy Melton 

      8:00 10:30 
VPOD or *Opener *Marcus Booker Betsy Elsas 
Eucharistic Minister Marcus Booker Erika Farr 
Eucharistic Server Ginny Heckel  Bonnie Klinect 
Lector Ginny Heckel  Lynda White 
Intercessor Ginny Heckel  Erika Farr 
Usher(s) Janet Sweimler Sandy Hunter 
  Jim Clayton 
Altar Guild Traci Cagle Bonnie Klinect 
 Dottie O’Brien Erika Rudolph 
Video  Dustin Emhart 
Tellers  Tim McCabe 
  Tom Callahan 

 St. James Episcopal Church   ●   260 Warwoman Rd. ●   Clayton, GA 30525 

Mailing: 299 Rickman Street  ● Office: 299 Rickman Street  ●  706-782-6179 ● www.stjamesclayton.org 

FATHER JIM IS IN TOWN the second Sunday through the fourth Sunday of each month. 
He is available for in-person meetings every day during those periods. As he likes to say, he’s 
available for early morning coffee, breakfast, lunch, dinner, and meeting for a drink or golf. 
He is also available by phone, text and email 24/7 all year round. You can call him at  
912-844-7412 or email him at jshumie@aol.com.  

mailto:jshumie@aol.com

