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The Lessons appointed for use on 

The Commemoration of  
Andrei Rublev,  

Monk and Iconographer, 1430 
 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 
(transferred from January 29th) 

 



Collect 
 

 Holy God, we bless you for the gift of your monk and icon writer Andrei 
Rublev, who, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provided a window into heaven for 
generations to come, revealing the majesty and mystery of the holy and 
blessed Trinity; who lives and reigns through ages of ages. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis        Genesis 18: 1-14 
 

The Lord appeared to Abraham[a] by the oaks[b] of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with 
you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you 
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come 
to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures[c] of 
choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a 
calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 
Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it 
before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 
Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The 
Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 
child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set 
time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But 
Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, 
you did laugh.” 
 
Response           Psalm 62: 6-9 
 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 
 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
 

In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 



Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark   Matthew 6: 19-23 
 

Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
 

"The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 
will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!" 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

 God of peace, who guided your servant Andrei in the works that give you 
glory, grant that in all our offering this day we may wait upon the riches of 
your grace and be ready in truth for the abundance of your table, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 Grant, O almighty and everlasting God, that your faithful people, 
whom you have restored to life through the proclamation of your holy 
word and nourished with the bread of heaven, may grow into the 
likeness of him whose Body and Blood they have received, and may be 
made worthy to dwell with him in heaven, where he lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Andrei Rublev,  

Monk and Iconographer, 1430 
 
 
Rublev, born in the 1360s, died 1427 or January 29, 1430 is considered to be the greatest 
medieval Russian painter of Orthodox icons and frescoes. 
 

There is little information about his life. It is not known where he was born. Andrei Rublev 
probably lived in the Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra near Moscow under Nikon of Radonezh, who 
became hegumen after the death of Sergii Radonezhsky (1392). 
 

The first mention of Rublev is in 1405 when he decorated icons and frescos for the 
Cathedral of the Annunciation of the Moscow Kremlin in company with Theophanes the 
Greek and Prokhor of Gorodets. His name was the last of the list of masters as the junior 
both by rank and by age. Theophanes was an important Byzantine master who moved 
to Russia, and is considered to have trained Rublev. 
 

Chronicles tell us that in 1408 he painted (together with Daniil Cherni) the Assumption 
Cathedral in Vladimir and in 1425–1427 the Cathedral of St. Trinity in the Trinity-St. 
Sergius Lavra. After Daniil's death Andrei came to Moscow's Andronikov Monastery where 
he painted his last work, the frescoes of the Savior Cathedral. 
 

He is also believed to have painted at least one of the miniatures in the Khitrovo Gospels. 
 

The only work authenticated as entirely his is the icon of the Trinity, ca. 1410, currently 
in the Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow. It is based upon an earlier icon known as the 
"Hospitality of Abraham" (illustrating Genesis 18). Rublev removed the figures of Abraham 
and Sarah from the scene, and through a subtle use of composition and symbolism 
changed the subject to focus on the Mystery of the Trinity. 
 

In Rublev's art, two traditions are combined: the highest asceticism and the classic 
harmony of Byzantine mannerism. The characters of his paintings are always peaceful and 
calm. After some time his art came to be perceived as the ideal of Church painting 
and of Orthodox iconography. 
 

Andrei died at Andronikov Monastery on January 29, 1430 (this date is still 
questionable). He was canonized a saint in 1988 by the Russian Orthodox Church. The 
church celebrates his feast day on January 29 and July 4. 
 

Since 1959 the Andrei Rublev Museum has been open at the Andronnikov Monastery, 
displaying the art of his works and his epoch. 
 

In 1966, Andrei Tarkovsky made his celebrated film, Andrei Rublev loosely based on the 
artist's life, which shows him as "a world-historic figure" and "Christianity as an axiom of 
Russia's historical identity" during a turbulent period in the history of Russia. 
 
 

Taken from the Satucket Lectionary: 
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/andrey_rublev.htm 


