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Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

Worship in the form of quiet meditation begins with the prelude 

 
PRELUDE                     Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
HYMN IN PROCESSION          Jesus shall reign where’er the sun     DUKE STREET 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
GLORIA                       Hymnal S280 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST READING                        Exodus 32:1-14 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as 
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the 
gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it 
in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” They rose 
early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
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The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’” The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.” 

But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And 
the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 

THE PSALM                          Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Hallelujah! 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD * 
or show forth all his praise? 

Happy are those who act with justice * 
and always do what is right!       ANTIPHON 

Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, * 
and visit me with your saving help; 

That I may see the prosperity of your elect 
and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 
that I may glory with your inheritance.      ANTIPHON 
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We have sinned as our forebears did; * 
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 
and worshiped a molten image; 

And so they exchanged their Glory * 
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.     ANTIPHON 

They forgot God their Savior, * 
who had done great things in Egypt, 

Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 
and fearful things at the Red Sea. 

So he would have destroyed them, 
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 
to turn away his wrath from consuming them.     ANTIPHON 

 

 

 

THE EPISTLE                       Philippians 4:1-9 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 
in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, 
my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the 
gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of 
life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN      My God, thy table now is spread    ROCKINGHAM 

 
 

THE GOSPEL                      Matthew 22:1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding  
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banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

 

THE SERMON                   The Rev. Jane Arrington Bender 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
             in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Intercessor  As we rejoice in the Lord always, let us make known our requests to God, the refuge 
of all those in any need, saying: Hear us, O Holy One. 

For the Church: especially Sean our Presiding Bishop and Audrey and Kevin our bishops, that we 
may always recognize the invitation to life that comes each day and respond with faith and action. 
Hear us, O Holy One.   

For this parish family, that we may be clothed with a wedding garment made of deeds of justice 
and acts of love. Hear us, O Holy One. 

For all who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that God will grant them wisdom and courage 
as they seek to heal wounds and foster understanding, reflecting God’s light and love in a world 
that longs for harmony. Hear us, O Holy One. 

For peace in our cities and communities, that God will help us understand the pain of those who 
have suffered injustice and give us courage to work for reconciliation. Hear us, O Holy One. 

For all who struggle to earn a living wage, all who seek shelter, all who hunger for a meal, and all 
for whom medical care is beyond their grasp, that they too may receive a share of God’s gracious 
gifts. Hear us, O Holy One. 

For all who worry or are depressed, those who are ill, and those in need of our prayers, 
remembering especially Linda, Garry, and those we now name (pause), that God’s healing peace will 
fill their hearts. Hear us, O Holy One. 
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For all the departed, remembering especially those we now name (pause), that they may take their 
place at the banquet of the Lamb. Hear us, O Holy One. 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary the God-bearer and all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord our God.  

Celebrant Sovereign God, hear our prayers and grant that one day all your people may appear 
clothed with amazing grace at the wedding banquet of your Son. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. AMEN. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  
  Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you   
  in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE  
 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice  
                      to God. 

 
 

The Service of the Table 
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                   The Lord’s My Shepherd        Malcolm Archer 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make within the paths of 
righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, yet will I 
fear no ill; for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still. Goodness and mercy all my 
life shall surely follow me; and in God’s house for evermore my dwelling place shall be. Amen! 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image and called us to 
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:  

 
SANCTUS                   Hymnal S124 

   
 
Celebrant Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we  
  had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent  
  Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as  
  one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your  
  will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took  
  bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  
  and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the   
  remembrance of me.” 
  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to  
  them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which  
  is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do  
  this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of 
 praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 
  you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 
and forever. AMEN. 

 
 
 
 
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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FRACTION                   Hymnal S161 
 

 

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   O Sacred Feast            Healey Willan 

O Sacred Feast, wherein Christ is received, the memory of His Passion is renewed in us, our souls 
are filled with grace, and the pledge of everlasting glory is given unto us. Alleluya. 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome at God’s table. You may receive communion, or you may come for a blessing. The common cup is 
received only by sipping. Gluten-free wafers are available. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of peace, 
in baptism and eucharist we are made one with you. 
May we who have shared in holy things 
always bear witness to your covenant, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
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HYMN       Savior, again, to thy dear Name we raise    ELLERS 
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BLESSING 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE                 Fugue a’la Gigue   Johann Sebastian Bach
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Service Participants 
October 11, 2026 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  8:30 a.m. 
Sara Klingner   Altar Guild 

   Ross Mangina   Eucharistic Minister 
Ken Grieshaber   Reader 

   Steve Filko    Intercessor 
   Ken Grieshaber   Usher 
   Steve Filko    Usher  
   Sandy Mesics   Acolyte  
 

 
Choir           

   Garry Applegate   Hattye Magee  
Jonathan Boksan    Joyce Meinke 
Bailey Fulginiti   Christina Shoemaker 
Stacy Gabel    Stephan Taylor 

                                     
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All music used with permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-701069. All rights reserved. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK 
October 11, 2026 

 
 
Our Partner-Parish: 
 St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland in Emmaus 
 
In the Diocese of The Susquehanna: 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Kevin, Nichols, Assisting Bishop 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall; Nativity, Newport; St. Stephen’s, Thompsontown;  
and the Diocesan Convention 
 

In the Anglican Communion: 
   The Anglican Church of Burundi 
 
 
Please pray for these friends in need: 
Randy Alderman, Susan Asbury, Loretta Brobst, Joan Dawson, June Ding, Charlotte 
Edwards, Connie Evans, Clare Filko, Jerry and Rosanne Foreman, Cole Hamel, Penny 
Heidt, Flex Illick, Sally MacIntosh, John Majczan, Rheta Matthews, Jody Miller, Bob 
Opdyke, Patti Pasda, Teresa, Terri Sheldon, Judy and Barry Smith, Donna and Gary Thorne, 
Carol Vickrey, Dawn and Bill Winterburn 
 
For the Search Committee:  Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Be with those called to seek 
a new Rector for our Parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor and priest who will care 
for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Parish:  Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and on earth, hear 
our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 
penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life and bring us all to be of one 
heart and mind within your holy Church, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
To have a name placed on the parish prayer list, please send an email to: 
prayerlist@trinitybeth.org - by noon on Wednesday.  

Names will remain on the list for a month. 
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Announcements  

 
2027 Stewardship Season 
Abundance 
This week we celebrate God’s abundance. In 
creation, in our community, and in our lives, God 
provides more than enough. How will you share 
from your plenty? 

 

2026 Crop Walk 
Join us for the annual CROP Walk, October 18 
with registration at 1:30 pm and a 2 p.m. start from 
the Christian Education parking lot (entrance off of 
New Street adjacent to the Kemerer Museum). This 
year’s walk is about 3 miles and includes a loop to 
visit the Hispanic Center of the Southside where an 
active food pantry and other ministries help 
residents of our city. 25% of the funds raised 
supports local feeding ministries and 75% address international hunger relief through Church 
World Service. Walk or share a donation to help. If you are interested in joining or donating to 
Trinity's Team to end hunger, please see Steve Filko or contact him at 267-736-1109. 

 
 

 

Trinity’s October Coffee Hour is 10/25! 
Please join us for October’s Coffee & Fellowship Hour after the 
service on 10/25. We will meet in the UCC’s ALL PURPOSE room. 
There will be light refreshments available.  

 

Coffee & Fellowship Hour will be offered the last Sunday of every month immediately following the 
service. If you would like to HOST, providing the light refreshments, (beverages and paper 
products are provided) please contact Joanne Gulya 484-358-3402. 
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About Trinity Episcopal Church 
 
   

Location: 44 East Market Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  Phone: (610) 867-4741 
  Email: communications@trinitybeth.org 
  Website: www.trinitybeth.org 
  Livestreamed Services: www.vimeo.org/trinitybethlehem 
  Office Hours: Receptionist 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Clergy 
  The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 
  The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Obl.S.B., Priest Associate 
 

Staff 
  Kay Kully, Parish Administrator – churchadmin@trinitybeth.org  

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 
  Karen Ernst, Treasurer - bookkeeper@trinitybeth.org 
  Ministers: All Baptized Members 
 

Vestry  
  Garry Applegate 
  Linda Cortis 
  Ken Grieshaber (Senior Warden) 
  Joanne Gulya (Junior Warden) 
  Ross Mangina 
  Ivan Martin 
  Sandy Mesics 

Glen Walls 
Rick Weaver 
 
Search Committee  
Linda Cortis 
Jose Garcia 
Cole Hamel 
Marcie Lightwood 
John Majczan 
Ross Mangina 
Susan Martin, Chair 
Chris Martocchio 

http://www.trinitybeth.org/
http://www.vimeo.org/trinitybethlehem
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