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This month’s Weed Science contest is Name that Weed!  
 
This weed species (Picture 1) is a sprawling annual grass that can grow to be up to 6 feet tall but 
is often much shorter (~1-2 ft tall). It is most commonly found in shady areas including forest 
edges, road and trail edges, ditches, lawns, and other areas prone to flooding. It is often in dense 
infestations and as such has been deemed one of the most damaging invasive weed species 
present in the United States. In fact, extensive efforts are being made within the U.S. to 
document this weed’s distribution so if you identify this weed within your county, please visit 
this website and report its identification: https://www.eddmaps.org/. 
 
This weed is characterized by short, fairly wide leaf blades that have a slightly off-center silver to 
white midrib area (Picture 2). The leaves have smooth edges and are pointed on both ends. 
There are hairs on the stem just below the leaf sheath (Picture 2). The root system is weak and 
pulls out of the ground easily. Rootlets or “stilt” roots (*Hint hint) also form from nodes along 
lower sections of the stem (Picture 3). In the fall, plants die back leaving a mat of residue that is a 
purple-brown color. 
 
To successfully manage this weed species, early detection and implementation of multiple long-
term control strategies is key. Seeds remain viable in the soil for less than 7 years, so weed 
seedbank management should be a core component of management strategies. Mulches are 
ineffective on this weed species, but mowing can be an effective strategy to reduce seed 
production. Additionally, several herbicides have been shown to be effective at controlling this 
weed species, including herbicides like glyphosate and clethodim. There have also been some 
reports of this weed species popping up in some rice acres. Generally, herbicides that can 
control crabgrass will also control this weed species. In research, Ricestar HT and Beyond have 
been shown as effective POST options, and Prowl has been an effective PRE option. 
 
To win a prize, be the first to email me at tbutts@uada.edu with the correct common name of 
this weed species.  
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Picture 1. (Courtesy of James H. Miller & Ted Bodner, Southern Weed Science 

Society, Bugwood.org) 
 

Picture 2. (Taken in Cross County, AR.) 



Picture 3. (Taken in Cross County, AR.) 

 


