
Peach/nectarine  
 

Alert!! If you had problems with Peach 
Leaf Curl this season, we are rapidly 
approaching the window to spray to 
prevent the disease next season. Peach 
Leaf Curl is easily controlled with one 
well-timed fungicide application in the fall 
after 90% of the leaves have dropped, or 
very early in the spring before the buds 
begin to swell. Chlorothalonil or copper 
sprays are effective. By the time the tree 
leafs out and the symptoms of Peach 
Leaf Curl are evident, it is too late to 
spray during the current season. Spores 
from the fungus Taphrina deformans 
overwinters on twigs and bud scales. 
Infection occurs at bud break early in the 
spring during cool, wet weather. Blister-
like swellings, curling, thickening, 
puckering, and discoloration of the 
leaves are the first symptoms of Peach 
leaf curl. Affected areas may turn pink, 
red or yellow. In severe cases, defoliation 
occurs along with substantial yield loss. 
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