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This month’s Weed Science contest is Can You ID the Weed?  
 
This weed species (Picture 1 and 2) is a trailing or climbing annual vine that can grow to be up to 
6 feet in length. It is often found in agronomic crops, landscapes, nurseries, and a few other non-
crop areas. It is a member of the Convolvulaceae family. 
 
This weed is characterized by its deeply indented cotyledons which can appear purple (Picture 1 
and 2) or green. This plant tends to be hairless, and the leaves are alternate, simple, and heart-
shaped. The flowers are small and white which produce black, wedge-shaped seeds. These seeds 
also have some toxic properties, as they may contain hallucinatory alkaloids causing sensory 
distortion, mood elevation, nausea, and sluggishness. 
 
This weed species can be difficult to control as it will continually emerge throughout the summer 
season. If not controlled properly, it can be extremely detrimental to cropping systems not only 
from a crop-competition standpoint, but also by severely complicating and slowing down the 
harvest process (Picture 3).  
 
To successfully manage this weed species, it takes careful management and often multiple 
removal efforts. In landscape settings, mulches and weed barrier fabrics can help, and care 
should be taken to never let plants go to seed to replenish the seedbank. In agronomic settings, 
numerous herbicides can provide successful control across cropping systems. ALS-inhibitors 
(Envoke, Scepter, FirstRate, Strongarm, Steadfast Q, etc.) are generally the go-to’s for controlling 
this weed species across cropping systems; however, other sites-of-action like synthetic auxins 
(2,4-D, dicamba), photosystem II inhibitors (Cotoran, Direx, atrazine), PPO-inhibitors (Valor, Aim, 
Ultra Blazer), HPPD-inhibitors (Brake, Callisto), and glyphosate and glufosinate can all assist with 
controlling this problematic weed species. Early applications are critical though, and it will often 
take sequential applications (PRE residual + POST application) for complete control. 
 
To win a prize, be the first to email me at tbutts@uada.edu with the correct common name (BE 
SPECIFIC) of this weed species.  
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Picture 3. (Courtesy of Dr. Larry Steckel, University of Tennessee) 


