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2020 Year-in-Review 

Who We Are 

The Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable is a non-partisan, member-directed coalition that exists to give 
public sector health care purchasers and state and local health plan administrators a voice in the design, 
development, and implementation of national health care policies. The Roundtable does this by providing 
in-depth policy analysis and monitoring, education on issues relevant to public sector purchasers, and a 
forum to collectively engage with key decision-makers in Washington, D.C.  

What We Believe 

The members of the Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable have a long-term commitment to maintaining 
programs that enable public workers, retirees, and their families to obtain high-quality health coverage at 
a cost that is affordable and sustainable for the workers, their families, and their employers. It is our 
belief that national health care policies should advance innovative proposals to constrain costs, increase 
value, and improve quality and efficiency in the health care delivery system. 

Our 2020 Activity and Accomplishments 

Public Policy and Advocacy Activity 

▪ COVID-19 Relief. The first months of 2020 brought the onset of the COVID-19 global pandemic and 
the Congress responded on a bipartisan basis with a range of relief packages: 
 
o March 4-6, 2020: “Phase 1”: Congress nearly unanimously passes and President Trump signs 

the Coronavirus Preparedness & Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that provides $8.3 
billion in emergency funding for federal agencies to respond to the coronavirus outbreak. Of the 
$8.3 billion, $6.7 billion (81%) is designated for the domestic response and $1.6 billion (19%) for 
the international response.  
 

o March 18, 2020: President signs the “Phase 2” Families First Coronavirus Response Act into law 
that focuses on expanding state and local aid, increasing federal participation in state Medicaid 
programs, an eviction moratorium, funding for the uninsured, and expand federal spending on 
social programs like food stamps. 

 
o March 27, 2020: President signs “Phase 3” Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

(CARES Act) into law which represents one of the largest stimulus packages in United States 
history. The $1.8 trillion law implemented key stimulus and safety net programs such as the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for small businesses, a federal boost to state unemployment 
insurance, and the direct stimulus payments to individuals. The bill also established the Provider 
Relief Fund for hospitals and physicians to be compensated for losses due to COVID-19, the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund to offset costs to states, and established zero cost-sharing for COVID-19 
related testing and vaccinations. 
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o December 21, 2020: President signs the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 into law. The 

“omnibus” package included a substantial coronavirus relief section, which extended numerous 
CARES Act and Families First Act provisions. The bill also codified a small number of telehealth 
and Medicare flexibilities that are currently allowed through the Public Health Emergency. The 
omnibus also included a surprise billing fix (more details below). 

 
▪ HHS/CMS COVID-19 Public Health Emergency Waivers. On January 31, 2020, HHS Secretary 

Alex Azar announced a national Public Health Emergency and associated waivers of Medicare and 
Medicaid policies. The waivers gave providers wide-ranging flexibilities in response to the pandemic. 
For example, CMS implemented telehealth flexibilities that allowed providers to bill for services 
conducted virtually as if in person to prevent unnecessary exposure and for people to receive these 
services in their homes. 
 

▪ Drug Pricing Reforms Debated After Senate Committee and House Floor Passage. The 
Roundtable made drug pricing reforms its top priority in addition to COVID-19 relief efforts in 2020 
and engaged with the Hill and allied stakeholders to move meaningful reforms. After several 
bipartisan pieces of legislation passed congressional committees and the House floor (H.R. 3) in 
2019, lawmakers pushed to find compromise on a final package. While comprehensive legislation did 
not ultimately pass the Congress, the Roundtable is strongly supportive of these efforts and 
continues to work with key Hill offices and the Biden Administration in 2021 to ensure the legislation 
is modified to protect Roundtable members and address the skyrocketing cost of prescription drug 
prices. The new Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR) has said drug pricing 
reforms will be a priority in the 117th Congress. 

 
▪ Trump Administration “Most Favored Nation” Model – The Trump Administration released the 

“Most Favored Nation” (MFN) Model rule on Friday, November 20, 2020. The MFN model would be a 
mandatory demonstration model to tie Part B reimbursement to physicians and other providers to the 
lowest price among a basket of prices paid by other developed countries, under the Center for 
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation Authority. The rule faced early legal challenges, and a federal 
judge issued a nationwide injunction in December 2020. 
  

▪ Trump Administration Part D Rebate Proposal Finalized. Facing strong opposition from a range 
of health care consumer and purchaser allies, including the Roundtable, the Trump Administration 
still elected to finalize the previously abandoned rule to eliminate rebates in Part D on November 20, 
2020. The rule’s intent was to force price concessions from manufacturers to flow directly to 
consumers at the pharmacy counter. However, objective analysis by the CMS Office of the Actuary 
showed Part D premiums could rise by 25% -- the largest increase in premiums since the Part D 
program began – and the Congressional Budget Office predicted $177 Billion in additional federal 
spending. The Roundtable strongly opposed the rebate rule, which will negatively affect the ability of 
state health plans to bring down pharmaceutical costs for their enrollees. The Roundtable survey on 
Part D rebates found that, on average using eliminating prescription drug rebates could increase 
enrollee premiums by $430 per member per year. 

 
▪ Surprise Bill Ban Signed into Law.  The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 included a long-

awaited solution to surprise billing. The omnibus included the No Surprises Act. Most importantly the 
law removes the patient from the dispute process. The debate over surprise billing policy, however, 
focused foremost on how health plans would reimburse out-of-network providers. In the end, the law 
includes an arbitration system for emergency and non-emergency services (including air ambulance 
but not including ground ambulance) rather than pegging these charges to a median in-network rate. 
The arbitration solution is more favorable to providers – because out-of-network charges are typically 
far higher than a median in-network rate.  The Roundtable is pleased that individual patients and 
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consumers were removed from the dispute process, but we advocated against arbitration because of 
the added costs and complexities and will continue to shape policy through the regulatory process to 
favor public sector purchasers and their members. 
 

Events, Educational Webinars, and Stakeholder Collaborations 

▪ Over the course of 2020, the Roundtable hosted 5 webinars to educate its members on key health 
care issues facing public sector purchasers. 

▪ Over the course of 2020, the Roundtable participated in the "Coalition Against Surprise Medical 
Bills," a multi-stakeholder organization formed to ensure fair, local, market-based approach to protect 
patients and families from surprise medical billing. 

▪ In February 2020, members of the Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable traveled to Washington, 
D.C., to meet with congressional leadership and MedPAC officials to discuss their concerns with 
provisions of legislation being considered in Congress. 

▪ In the Summer and Fall of 2020, the Roundtable participated in weekly multi-stakeholder meetings 
and efforts to avert finalization and reverse the Trump Administration rule to end rebates in Medicare 
Part D.  

▪ In October 2020, the Roundtable conducted a member survey and produced an educational “issue 
brief” regarding the negative impact of the final Part D rebate rule on public sector purchasers. 

▪ In November 2020, the Roundtable (virtually) hosted its 16th Annual National Conference over a 
three-day period with over 200 attendees and leading policy expert speakers.  

 

 

For more information about Public Sector HealthCare Roundtable policy activities please visit: 

www.healthcareroundtable.org 
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