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With the start of a New Year I am honored to have been elected Chair of the Yankton County Commission by 
my fellow commissioners.  
 
A familiar comment you continually hear from myself and other elected officials is “the need for economic 
development.” I would like to explain why this is important. Expenses increase for every person, business, and 
the county is no different but is required to provide services based on State Law. 
 
In 1995, Governor Janklow passed a law to freeze property taxes in which all counties “froze” their levies at 1997 
values. The law allowed property tax levies to increase each year based on 2 factors.  

1. The rate of inflation or 3% whichever is less  

• Inflation is determined by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) provided by the Federal Government 
from established economic indicators. 

2. Growth (AKA Economic Development) 

• Growth, simply put is any improvements made to a property. A new home or business on a vacant 
lot, remodeling/expanding a home or business, or a farmer constructing a new building on their 
land.  

 
In reviewing the two options, growth is the only factor we can utilize to generate additional revenue. Growth 
brings additional property taxes that helps keep your property taxes low when Yankton County’s bills increase.  
State law dictates how Yankton County spends your taxes. For example, about 60% of the property taxes you 
pay is sent to local school districts for the education of our children and grandchildren. License plate fees and 
wheel taxes go directly to the Highway Department Budget, making up the overwhelming majority of their budget. 
 
In 2017 Yankton County saw great GROWTH: 

• Yankton County Register of Deeds, Brian Hunhoff, reported a record year for real estate and land value 
sales at $111.1 Million, surpassing the previous record set in 2015 at $103.44 Million.  

o The previous three years (2015-17) land and real estate sales averaged $102.96 Million. The 
previous three years (2012-2014) averaged $83.43 Million. One year could be an anomaly but 3 
years indicates a trend.  

o For each land sale Yankton County receives a transfer fee (established by State Law) $1 for 
every $1,000 in valuation.  

o The Register of Deeds office collected a four-year high in fees at $292,446.  

• Yankton County Planning & Zoning Administrator Pat Garrity issued 154 Building Permits with an 
estimated value of $16.5 Million generating $16,214 in fees. Of those permits, 28 were Single Family 
Dwellings at an estimated $8.3 Million value.  

o 2016 was a record year for Planning and Zoning as permit fees topped $50,559 on the 166 issued 
building permits with an estimated value of $42.4 Million.  

o These new or remodel properties add to our property tax base. 
 
As a direct result of economic development we are seeing added revenue to our bottom line which helps keep 
your taxes low. Economic Development has a ripple effect in the community. Families with school age children 
move into our school district, adding more state funding in excess of the property taxes. It draws visitors who 
spend money in our town and businesses increasing sales tax revenue helping the State & City of Yankton’s 
budgets. As you all know the county does not receive sales tax dollars but when businesses in our county are 
successful they expand which leads to added property valuations.  
 
Yankton County Sheriff Jim Vlahkis reported 2017 Revenue at $1.54 Million. Many county jails do not generate 
revenue and require the general fund (property taxes) to balance their budget. Sheriff Vlahkis has been recruiting 
Federal Agencies to house their inmates at a daily rate. The Sheriff and County Commission have been 
proactive, setting aside 25% of jail revenue for jail capital improvements. As items wear out and security systems 
age we are able to use these funds to upgrade these items without property tax dollars. The remaining jail 
revenue (after payroll and benefits) is transferred to the general fund, which we utilize to supplement the Highway 
Department’s budget.  



 
Yankton County maintains 248 miles of paved roads, 247 miles of gravel roads, 83 bridges, and several hundred 
culverts.  We were awarded 3 SD Department of Transportation (DOT) Bridge Improvement Grants (established 
in 2015 Senate Bill 1) totaling $880,000. For a county to be eligible it must have a wheel tax and established 5 
Year Highway Plan. Yankton County has both and as a result we were awarded the DOT grants. 
 
With these great accomplishments we still faced many challenges. Insurance costs continue to increase at rates 
greater than inflation. Marcy’s Law is having a dramatic impact on the budgets for the States Attorney & Public 
Defenders. With the added reporting requirements for all crimes (fender benders too) it has resulted in an 
additional $124,000 over budget. In an effort to prolong Yankton County’s paved roads at a nominal cost we 
implemented spring load limits at 6 Tons/Axle and 80,000 Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW). I understand the 
challenge for our farmers and truckers, but we need to minimize road damage as the frost is coming out of the 
roads’ foundation. 
 
As expenses increase I will continue to promote “growth” to keep our budget and taxes in check. I look forward 
to another strong year in 2018. 
 


