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The use of drones or Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) continues to grow and is not just limited 
to emergency responders or inspectors anymore. They are widely used by real estate agents, 
the news media and the construction industry. For example, the Maine Department of 
Transportation now uses drones to measure the cubic capacity of the piles of reclaimed road 
material and the accuracy is better than previously used methods of measuring by hand. 
However, what many people do not realize is that these vehicles are heavily regulated by the 
Federal Government and improper use may lead to steep fines and court hearings. 
  
The University of Maine at Augusta’s Unmanned Pilot Training Program offers many options 
and is adaptable to different endeavors. By becoming trained and certified, operators of drones 
at businesses and organizations can avoid the possibility of operating their equipment illegally.  
 
To date, UMA has trained almost 300 students in the basic Commercial Drone course. This 
course has been approved for Veterans’ benefits. UMA also offers a 31-credit hour UAS 
certificate that is approved for Financial Aid.  
 
Who should take UAS or drone courses? The list is extensive. K-12 STEM teachers can learn 
how to integrate drones into their courses. Employees could become the remote pilot for their 
employer instead of having to hire an independent contractor to do aerial work. You could 
become an independent contractor flying drones for a real estate broker. Others include 
insurance adjusters, reporters, marketers, web designers, engineers, site and structure 
inspectors (tower, roofing, building, land surveyor, electrical line, oil and gas fields, agriculture) 
and construction estimators and project managers. 
 
UMA will be hosting a series of events throughout the state this summer to educate Mainers 
about drones or remotely piloted aircraft. The events will be held at all eight UMA Centers and 
at its Bangor Campus, and are free for participants. A complete list of all events is available at 
uma.edu/droneevent. Each event will include a 90-minute presentation about the program and 
will explain the different course offerings for non-credit, credit, certificate, and early college 
courses. Each presentation will also explain how individuals and organizations are using drones 
and what the future of the industry holds. The presentations will close with a Q&A session, 
followed by flying demonstrations of several of UMA’s aircraft (weather permitting). 

UMA is the only university in Maine with an unmanned aerial system pilot training program and 
has already trained over 300 students in its basic Commercial Drone course. The program is 
adaptable to several different academic endeavors. Students may work towards a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Applied Science with remotely piloted aircraft major; earn a 31-credit hour certificate 
in Unmanned Aerial Systems; or take the basic Commercial Drone course to prepare for the 
FAA Part 107 Commercial Remote Pilot certificate. The 31-credit hour UAS certificate is 
approved for financial aid for qualified students. 

For more information about these information events or the program please contact UMA Saco 
at 282-4111 or email umasaco@maine.edu 

 


