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January 23, 2019 
 

Older Adults Among Ohio’s Increasing Homeless Population 
 

A report on homelessness released by the Ohio Housing Finance Agency (OHFA) in late 

2018 indicates steadily increasing numbers of Ohioans, particularly aging adults, young 

children, families, and special populations, turning to homelessness services since 2012. 

"Revisiting the Silent Crisis" is the agency’s second report on homelessness and covers 

2012 through 2017. It shows that 70,123 Ohioans received homelessness services in 2017, 

which is an increase of 20 percent since 2012. 

The number of adults older than 50 using the services increased 34% from 9,200 in 2012 

to 12,330 in 2017. A total of 961 of these were age 65 or older, an increase of 97.7% 

since 2012.  

 

Numbers of older Ohioans turning to homeless services match patterns that Duana 

Patton, Board President of the Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging, sees 

throughout the state. "People don't think senior homelessness exists," she said, "but many 

factors, including the death of partners, the loss of income sources, and the onset of 

challenging health conditions, combine for the aging, making them uniquely 

susceptible to homelessness." The general increase in the aging population from the first 

of the Baby Boomer generation reaching age 65 in 2011 could also contribute toward 

these report figures. 

 

OHFA Acting Executive Director Holly Holtzen stated that “this data continues to confirm 

that affordable housing is a critical need in our state. OHFA's work providing more 

affordable housing for Ohioans helps to meet that need." 

The “Revisiting the Silent Crisis” report is an update to the OHFA’s 2012-2016 report, 

“Confronting Homelessness: Examining the Scope of Ohio's Silent Crisis and Its Local 

Solutions.”  

 

For more information on this report, please see the OHFA website. 

https://www.ohiohome.org/news/documents/HMIS-2017-Update.pdf
http://ohiohome.org/news/documents/HomelessnessReport.pdf
http://ohiohome.org/news/documents/HomelessnessReport.pdf
https://www.ohiohome.org/news/blog/january-2019/homelessness.aspx

