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AUGUST 30, 2020                                 13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
 

----------------------------------------------------------------   Gathering and Praise  ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                    Handbell Choir 
   
OPENING PRAYER  
Draw us in, God, to hear your word, to receive your love, to know your desires.  Make us 
one with you , that we may be transformed, renewed in your Spirit, and prepared to go out 
into the world to live as your gospel people.  May all that is done in this time of worship 
bring honor and glory to you and be a blessing to us.  In your name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Lift High the Cross  (UMH #159) 

 
(Refrain – sing after each verse) 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee. 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory! 

 
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN 
 
EPISTLE LESSON  
  Romans 12:9-21 (CEB) 
 Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil and hold on to what is 
good.  Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to 
each 0ther.  Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in the Spirit as you serve the 
Lord!  Be happy in your hope, stand your ground when you’re in trouble, and devote 
yourselves to prayer.  Contribute to the needs of God’s people, and welcome strangers into 
your home.  Bless people who harass you—bless and don’t curse them. Be happy with those 
who are happy, and cry with those who are crying.  Consider everyone as equal, and don’t 
think that you’re better than anyone else. Instead, associate with people who have no 
status. Don’t think that you’re so smart.  Don’t pay back anyone for their evil actions with 
evil actions, but show respect for what everyone else believes is good. 
  If possible, to the best of your ability, live at peace with all people.  Don’t try to get 
revenge for yourselves, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. It is 
written, Revenge belongs to me; I will pay it back, says the Lord.  Instead, If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will pile burning coals of 
fire upon his head.  Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer  (W&S #3068) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING for OFFERING, TITHES, AND GIFTS 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------   Hearing God’s Word  ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
SCRIPTURE               Matthew 16: 21-28 (CEB) 
 

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and legal experts, and that he had to be 
killed and raised on the third day. Then Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to 
correct him: “God forbid, Lord! This won’t happen to you.” But he turned to Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are a stone that could make me stumble, for you are not 
thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.” 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “All who want to come after me must say no to 
themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. All who want to save their lives will lose 
them. But all who lose their lives because of me will find them. Why would people gain the 
whole world but lose their lives? What will people give in exchange for their lives? For the 
Human One is about to come with the majesty of his Father with his angels. And then he will 
repay each one for what that person has done. I assure you that some standing here won’t 
die before they see the Human One coming in his kingdom.” 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                    Great is Thy Faithfulness                             Handbell Choir 
 
SERMON                “What Does It Mean to Follow Jesus? ”                        Rev. David Lord 
                   
----------------------------------------------------------   Responding to God’s Word  --------------------------------------------------------- 

           
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (TFWS #2129) 

 I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus,  
I have decided to follow Jesus - no turning back, no turning back. 

 
The world behind me, the cross before me.  The world behind me, the cross before me. 

The world behind me, the cross before me – no turning back, no turning back. 
 

Though none go with me, still I will follow.  Though none go with me, still I will follow. 
Though none go with me, still I will follow – no turning back, no turning back. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------   Sending Forth  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
RESPONSE Shalom to You (UMH #666) 

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.  May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 


