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October 15, 2020 

Dear beloved of St. John’s, 
We are hopeful and confident in this season of uncertainty because “He who began a good 
work in us will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus!”  Paul continues in his letter 
from prison, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!”  Paul reminds us that we 
are to be hopeful and rejoicing regardless of the circumstances, because we trust God. 
Your Leadership Team and staff have prayerfully discerned next steps for St. John’s UMC 
through prayer and conversation with congregants, calling upon God’s Spirit for wisdom and 
clarity.  This is what we have heard and determined:  

1. Safety and health of all persons attending, leading, serving St. John’s UMC is of 
paramount importance.    

2. We will begin ABIDE worship services in the Family Life Center beginning on Sunday, 
November 29, 2020.  We will follow safety and health guidelines outlined by the CDC, 
State Health recommendations, and limits to attendance. 

Ministry with children, youth and adults is ongoing, it has not stopped throughout the pandemic.  
Therefore, to give direction to our staff in planning for this season of worship and ministry, the 
following decisions have been made:  

1. Livestreaming of the 11 am service will continue in the sanctuary with no in-person 
services. 

2. ABIDE services will continue to livestream.  We are purchasing needed video 
equipment and are working to seamlessly integrate its use before we begin the indoor, 
in-person services in the Family Life Center. 

3. The Sanctuary HVAC has failed and will be replaced.  There is NO timetable currently 
for its completion specifically because of the difficulty of ordering parts during the 
pandemic.  Because of this, there will be NO in-person services in the sanctuary. 

4. Small groups related to adult programming within St. John’s UMC will be able to 
reserve rooms 149/151 beginning November 1, 2020.  Reservations may be made by 
calling the church office and speaking with Debbie Brown, Office Administrator.   

5. Bathrooms near the Family Life Center on the east side and those on the west side of 
the education wing will be opened and made available upon request for outdoor 
ministries by calling the office.   

Dearly beloved, the Church is of God and will be preserved to the end of time.  We are not 
defined by our use of the building, rather we are called to be the body of Christ regardless of 
where we gather.  The Leaders, Pastors, and staff have listened to and heard the suffering  
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