
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 9, 2020 

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
11:00am 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
 --------------------------- 

 
Gathering Music                                                                                                             Jim Ahrend  
  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude                                         Therese Macali 

“Down to the River to Pray” 
arr. Ken Medema 

 
Invocation 
  
Call to Worship 
 

Happy are those who follow the ways of the Lord. 
           God’s ways are just and merciful. 
Those who follow God’s ways are continually nourished in faith. 
           In all that they do, they prosper. 
Come, let us open our hearts to God’s compassionate love. 
            Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice. 

              
 

Hymn                               “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                UMH 400  
 



 
 

 
 Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       UMH 885 
  
               Leader: Where the spirit of the Lord is, 
   there is the one true church, apostolic and universal, 
   whose holy faith let us now declare: 
 



All:  We believe in God the Father, 
   infinite in wisdom, power, and love, 
   whose mercy is over all his works, 
   and whose will is ever directed to  
    his children’s good. 
  We believe in Jesus Christ, 
   Son of God and Son of man, 
   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, 
   the ground of our hope, 
   and the promise of our deliverance from sin 
    and death. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit 
   as the divine presence in our lives, 
   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 
   of the truth of Christ, 
   and find strength and help in time of need. 
  We believe that this faith should manifest itself 
   in the service of love 
   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, 
   to the end 
   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. 
   Amen. 

 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                               
Words of Assurance   
 
Celebration of Stephen Ministers 
 

We ask you, members of St. John’s UMC to open your hearts to the ministry 
of these individuals and to pray for them, that they may be effective servants 
of Christ.  Are you prepared to meet this request?   
  
Congregation:   Yes, with the help of God. 
  
We also ask you to accept their ministry when you need help, to allow these 
individuals to work with you as you face struggles in your life, and to let 
others know of this ministry of care and compassion.  Are you prepared to 
meet this request? 
  
Congregation:   Yes, with the help of God. 

 
 
Invitation to Give                           

Go to stjohns-abq.org to give online. 
You may also mail checks to: St. John’s UMC, 2626 Arizona Street NE, 87110 

  
Offertory Music                                           Therese Macali, Shea Perry, and Matthew Greer 

“I Believe” 
Mark Miller 



 
Doxology                                                                                                             UMH 94   
                                 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
                                     Praise God, all creatures here below! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
                                      Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
                                      Praise Jesus Christ, whose pow’r uplifts! 
                                      Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
                                     Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!          
              
Pastoral Prayer                         
The Lord’s Prayer 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
                                    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
                                    and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
                                    And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
                                    the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
Message                                                                                                           Rev. Dr. Pam Rowley 

“The ‘Little’ Letters of the New Testament: Philemon” 
 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our 
dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, 
I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and 
your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may 
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, 
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, 
do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am 
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 
indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own 
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of 
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed 



might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back 
forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 
welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will 
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, 
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say. One thing more—prepare a guest room for 
me, for I am hoping through your prayers to be restored to you. Epaphras, 
my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

 
 
Invitation to Christian Discipleship                                                                
                     
Hymn                                                     “The Servant Song”                                         FWS 2222 

(next page) 
 

Benediction   
                                                                                                     
Postlude                                                                                                                           Jim Ahrend  
 

---------------- 
 
 

Worship Leaders: 
Rev. Dr. Pam Rowley, Rev. Kelly Giese, Matthew Greer 

Therese Macali, Shea Perry, Jim Ahrend 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


