
Hello St. John’s Community, 

We support people of color in our community, and we want to be vocal that we are not OK with the racial 

injustices that have happened, not only recently, but over time.  The bible teaches us to speak out for the 

voiceless, love our neighbors, and not judge others. 

Things will change only when the dominant, privileged class say “enough is enough.” (Adam Hamilton, 

UMC COR Pastor, Leawood KS) 

This has been an incredibly difficult week regarding racism, and as the church, we want to make sure we are 

supportive to everyone, particularly those who can identify most acutely with the recent racial injustices.  This 

letter is mainly addressing the issues of violence and injustice toward people of color in the past few weeks 

(George Floyd in MN, Breonna Taylor, EMT in Kentucky, Ahmaud Arbery, jogger in GA, Christian Cooper 

birdwatching in NY) and these are only in the public eye because they were captured on video.  We probably 

won’t hear about anything not recorded.  There are many things that need to be addressed and reexamined as 

a church, such as cruel practices regarding immigration and prejudices against Native Americans, but those 

will not be addressed in this letter. 

We recognize none of us are perfect, and we ALL have inherent biases that are constantly interpreting data for 

us, and aiding us in our decisions. Biases help us to choose good food in the grocery store and to quickly 

make decisions.  Unfortunately, some of our biases harm other people by the words we say, or the actions we 

take, and we might not even be aware that we did anything offensive.  We don’t understand how others 

interpret our words and actions, until someone lovingly points it out to us.  Many people in the privileged group 

can never fully understand what oppression feels like, because they will never be afraid for their lives when a 

police officer pulls them over, or followed through a store solely because of their skin color, or many of the 

other things listed at the bottom of this letter that some people experience daily.  Even though many of us don’t 

experience racism first hand, we can actively be against oppression, and be supportive of those who are 

feeling this oppression. 

There are hundreds of bible verses on how to treat other people, especially those less fortunate than us, and 

speaking out for the voiceless is so important.   

Proverbs 31:8-9 New International Version (NIV): 

8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 

    for the rights of all who are destitute. 

9 Speak up and judge fairly; 

    defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

 

If any one of the police officers present had pulled the kneeling officer off of George Floyd, his death would not 

have happened, and the riots would not have occurred.  Bystanders were calling for the policeman to get off 

his neck, and requests to check Mr. Floyd’s pulse occurred 16 times, including from an off duty Fire Fighter.  

We the bystanders can speak up in most cases when we see something is not right, and we can also video an 

event from a safe distance, and it takes courage.      

We can do more for our brothers and sisters of color who feel underrepresented and unheard such as: 

1) Visit websites related to the United Methodist Church, such as:  Church and Society (where our $20.00 is 

going next Sunday evening at our Peace And Justice Services) www.UMCjustice.org , and 

www.AlliesForRacialJustice.org     which is a joint group from the UMC Church of the Resurrection and St. 

James UMC, both in KS.  Read their thoughts and suggestions as to what we as a community can do, and 

subscribe and read the emails that come out.  In time, if you think they are worthwhile, support them financially.   

http://www.umcjustice.org/


2) Have discussions with family members who have a much different viewpoint than you do, and object when 

family or friends offer racial jokes or express racist ideas.  It is easier to avoid these tense conversations with 

loved ones, but try to promote thoughtful discussions, and actively listen and hear what your family members 

feel.  Speak it back to them to make sure you understood correctly. . .  “It sounds like you said . . . “  This is 

more difficult than it sounds.   

3) Let’s take steps to ensure that what happened in Minneapolis doesn’t happen here.  We have made a lot of 

progress in NM away from the horrors that have happened here in the past, and we need to continue to push 

for the changes, in part, by writing letters to elected officials to call for changes. Some suggested specific 

changes to advocate for involves our local police: 

a) legislation for body cameras to be used consistently.  (it was recently changed, and body cameras 

are not currently being utilized throughout NM) 

b) officer training on consistent de-escalation practices regardless of who is being arrested.  There is a 

wonderful program with the Albuquerque Police called CIT (Crisis Intervention Team)  I was privileged 

to attend a small portion of this training as a Nurse at Albuquerque HealthCare for the Homeless.  It 

was excellent!  I have seen these outstanding police officers in action and they can deescalate a 

situation like nothing I have ever seen.  Unfortunately, only a few officers receive the training for Crisis 

Intervention.  I would promote all Police Officers receive CIT training.  Yes, it is expensive, but the 

rewards are be incredible.  That can go a long way in achieving peace.   

c)  public recognition and thanks for the many incredible policemen and women in Albuquerque.  A few 

immoral people taint the many.  Please show support and gratitude for them, right now their job is even 

more difficult. 

4) End White silence.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote a 9 page letter from the Birmingham jail, and it was very 

well organized and eloquent.  One concept I picked up on pages 4 and 5 is that the problem with the continued 

oppression against people of color was not so much in the violent and racist minority, such as the KKK and 

other white supremacist groups, but rather in the vast majority of white moderates who are against oppression, 

but don’t say or do anything to make changes.  Yes, they are against oppression, but because it does not 

affect them and they don’t feel the pain, they don’t do anything about it.  Things will change only when the 

dominant, privileged class say “enough is enough.” (Pastor Adam Hamilton) 

5) Recognize our own place of privilege. White privilege means someone who looks white can do all these 

things without thinking twice about it, such as: 

Go jogging (Amaud Arbery),  
Relax in the comfort of their own home (Bothem Sean and Atatiana Jefferson)  
Ask for help after being in a car crash without fear (Jonathan Ferrell and Renisha McBride) 
Can have a cellphone (Stephon Clark) 
Can leave a party to get to safety (Jordan Edwards) 
Can play loud music (Jordan Davis) 
Can sell CD’s (Alton Sterling) 
Can sleep (Aiyana Jones) 
Can walk from the corner store (Mike Brown) 
Can play cops and robbers (Tamir Rice) 
Can go to church (Charleston 9) 
Can walk home with Skittles (Trayvon Martin) 
Can hold a hair brush while leaving my own bachelor party (Sean Bell) 
Can party on New Year (Oscar Grant) 
I can get a normal traffic ticket (Sandra Bland) 
I can lawfully carry a weapon (#PhilandoCastile). 
I can break down on a public road with car problems (#CoreyJones). 
I can lawfully carry a weapon (#PhilandoCastile). 
I can shop at Walmart (#JohnCrawford) . 
I can have a disabled vehicle (#TerrenceCrutcher). 



I can read a book in my own car (#KeithScott). 
I can be a 10yr old walking with our grandfather (#CliffordGlover). 
I can decorate for a party (#ClaudeReese). 
I can ask a cop a question (#RandyEvans). 
I can cash a check in peace (#YvonneSmallwood). 
I can take out my wallet (#AmadouDiallo). 
I can run (#WalterScott). 
I can breathe (#EricGarner). 
I can live (#FreddieGray). 
 

 
The take home message for this letter is “Enough is enough.” Things will change only when the dominant, 
privileged class say “enough is enough.” (Adam Hamilton, UMC COR Pastor, Leawood KS)  Let’s all try to 
improve the peace in our communities through talking, understanding, caring, and changing legislation. 
 
Marlene Bryan 
St. John’s UMC, Christian Social Concerns Committee, chair 
 


