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Please prepare a small amount of oil in a dish or bowl for the time of anointing 
 

“Be Still and Know that I am God” 
Psalm 46:10 

 
 
Prelude   Come and Find the Quiet Center  Jim Ahrend 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 
Opening Song  Silent Night  #238 
 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin other and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly 
peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  
 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy 
birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  
 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
Call to Worship: 
  

O God, You have placed a treasure deep inside each of us through the birth of 
your Son- 
A sense of your boundless love, 
A gift of your redeeming grace,  
A moment of insight and affirmation,  



 
 
 
 
 
 A movement of peace and hope, 

And limitless compassion. 
 Calling us to times of health and wholeness, 
 May we find our spirits renewed, 
 Our bodies restored, 
 Our minds cleared, 
 Our hearts overflowing with your goodness and grace, 

Our souls ready to be still before you in this newly dawning year. 
  
Community Song   Be Still My Soul      UMH #534 
 
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change God faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
to guide the future, as in ages past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know the Christ  
who ruled them while he dwelt below.  
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord. 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,  
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.  
  
Meditation and Confession   Psalm 51 and Psalm 46:10 
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 



 
 
 
 
 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
6 You desire truth in the inward being;[a] 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right[b] spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing[c] spirit. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
    O God of my salvation, 
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
15 O Lord, open my lips, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God[d] is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
19 then you will delight in right sacrifices, 
    in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 
    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 

Be Still and Know that I am God (Psalm 46:10) 
  
Time of Silent Reflection and Prayer on the Psalms 
 
Community Song  Come and Fill our Hearts   FWS #2157 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, Alleluia! 
 
Scripture Reading   Luke 13:10-13 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Song   Lord, God, You Love Us   
 

Lord God, you love us, source of compassion, 
Lord God, you love us, source of compassion. 

 
Meditation    Luke 13:10-13  
 
Community Song  Lord, God, You Love Us 
 

Lord God, you love us, source of compassion, 
Lord God, you love us, source of compassion. 

 
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 43:18-19  
 
Community Song   Lord God, You Love Us 
 

Lord God, you love us, source of compassion, 
Lord God, you love us, source of compassion. 

 
Lectio Divina on Isaiah 43:18-19  
 
 “Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I am about to 
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  
 

Read the text three times, listening for words or phrases that God’s Spirit is 
drawing you toward. Meditate on those words or phrases. Ask these questions:  
What new thing do you sense God is doing in you? 
What way is being made in the desert?  

 
Community Song   Lord God, You Love Us 
 

Lord God, you love us, source of compassion, 
Lord God, you love us, source of compassion. 

 
Community in Prayer  
 

Let us pray on behalf of each other and the world, responding together with the words 
“hear our prayer” 

 
Community Song  My Soul is at Rest 
 

My soul is at rest in God alone, my salvation comes from God. 
My soul is at rest in God alone, my salvation comes from God. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving Over the Oil 
 
Please hold your small container of oil and let us pray a blessing of thanksgiving: 
 

Gracious God, source of all healing, in Jesus Christ you heal the sick and mend 
the broken. 
We give thanks to you for the gift of this oil, given as a sign of healing and 
forgiveness and of the fullness of life.  Come upon all who receive this ministry of 
healing and compassion.   

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on this gift, 
That those who in faith receive this anointing may be made well and whole in all 
ways; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.   

 
Anointing for Healing and Wholeness 
 
Place the sign of the cross on your forehead or on your hand. 
 
Blessing: “May the power of God’s indwelling presence bring you health and wholeness 
that you may serve God with a loving heart and be brought into new life.  Amen.” 
  
Special Music   There is a Balm in Gilead   Jim Ahrend 
 
Receiving Prayer 

 
Almighty God, we thank you for your healing power upon our inner spirits and 
our lives. Be with us in the days to come, that we all may be made assured and 
confident of our wholeness and health made possible through Jesus.   
  
“Let the past rest, but let it rest in the sweet embrace of Christ.  
Leave the broken, irreversible past in God’s hands, 
And step out into the invincible future with Him” (Oswald Chambers).  Amen. 

 
Song of Grace   With You, O Lord 
 

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, 
And in your light we shall see true light. 

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, 
And in your light we shall see true light. 

 
Dismissal Blessing  
 

The Lord who heals all our broken-ness, bless and keep us. 
The face of the Lord who heals all our afflictions, 
shine upon us and be gracious to us. 



 
 
 
 
 

The Light of the countenance of the Lord who redeems us, 
Be lifted upon us and give us peace. 
 
Go Into this new year with health and wholeness in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Postlude Music Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me  Jim Ahrend 
 
 
 
Celebrants: 
Rev. Dr. Pamela Rowley 
Rev. Kelly Giese 
Matthew Greer 
Jim Ahrend 
Shea Perry, Recording 


