
 
 

Moderator 
 

Chuck Failla, CFP® • Principal • Sovereign Financial Group, Inc. 
 

Chuck has been a financial advisor for more than 25 years. He started in the early 90s as a 
“cold calling cowboy” in NYC selling individual stocks. As he built his book, he always planned 
to go independent and did so in 1999 by opening an independent branch of Raymond James 
Financial. At that time, Chuck earned his CFP® designation and transitioned from individual 

stock picking to financial planning and asset allocating using mutual funds and SMAs. Chuck’s practice evolved into 
what is today Sovereign Financial Group, Inc. – an SEC registered RIA with offices in New York City, Stamford, Milford, 
Westport and Yardley, PA. 
 
Last year, Chuck also launched Sovereign Advisor Solutions -- a division of Sovereign Financial Group that works 
exclusively with advisors looking to go independent who do not want to deal with the many “friction points” 
associated with going “solo”. 
 
In addition to his work with Sovereign, Chuck is involved with the Financial Planning Association and currently serves 
as a Board member of the FPA’s Chapter in Fairfield County – he is the Director of their Pro Bono / Public Awareness 
Committee.  
 
Chuck lives in Stamford with his wife Carmen, 2 “tweens” (Michael & Ana), and Trey, Tatter and Muhamada (the 
family’s Lab, cat, and beta fish). In his spare time, Chuck loves all things outdoors with his family: skiing, hiking, 
camping, biking and boating. 

 

Panelists 
 

Paul Morrone, CFP®, CPA/PFS, MSA • Wealth Manager •  US Wealth Management 
 
Paul is a second generation owner of the family wealth management business founded by his father in the 
mid 1990s. He completed his undergraduate education at Bentley University and received a master’s 
degree from the University of Connecticut School of Business. After graduation, he began his professional 
career in public accounting for one of the big four audit, tax and advisory firms. After transitioning from 

public accounting to wealth management, Paul has spent nearly a decade leading the financial planning efforts at US 
Wealth Management, developing tailored strategies to manage the financial future of executives, business owners and 
other highly compensated individuals. 

 

Derrek L. Metz, CRPC • Registered Principal, Financial Planner  • Barnum Financial Group 
 
I believe that the financial industry has it backwards. I believe that families deserve someone in their 
corner who is knowledgeable not only about products and portfolios, but about the family itself. I 
believe each person deserves expertise uniquely tailored to them rather than a one size fits all 
approach. I believe that we deserve better. My mission is partner with local families as a trusted 

advisor to help them make important financial decisions. Whether it’s cash flow strategy, investment management, 
retirement planning, estate planning, insurance strategy, or tax strategy, I am passionate about taking a holistic view of a 
family’s situation in order to give them the guidance they deserve. I believe life’s financial decisions are ever-evolving; 
who’s helping your family make yours? #WeDeserveBetter 
 
As a cum laude graduate of Bucknell University, I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and currently hold my 
Series 4, 7, 24, 51 and 66 securities licenses. With over 16 years of experience in the financial services industry in CT, I am 
originally from farm country (central Illinois) and I currently live in the Silvermine neighborhood of New Canaan, CT with 
my wife Polly and my two sons Jack and Grant. As avid skiers, my whole family will always look for a good powder day, 
but golf, tennis, and traveling are also passions. I'm active with The Congregational Church of New Canaan, the Fairfield 
County Financial Planning Association, the Silvermine Community Association, the Foundation for Life, the New Canaan 
Nature Center, and the New Canaan Land Trust. 
 
I am licensed and registered to offer products and services in several states. Licenses and registrations will vary. Please 
contact this office for further information. Securities, investment advisory and financial planning services offered through 
qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC (www.sipc.org) 6 Corporate Drive, 
Shelton, CT 06484, Tel: 203-513-6000  

 
  



Panelists (continued) 
 

Salim Boutagy, CFP® • Senior Financial Advisor • Congress Wealth Management 
 
Salim serves as a Senior Financial Advisor for Congress Wealth Management in the firm's Westport, CT 
office. Salim has 12 years of experience in the financial services industry. At Congress Wealth, Salim employs 
a comprehensive approach to wealth management for high net worth families, integrating and managing all 
aspects of a family's wealth.  Additionally, Salim manages and contributes to the growth of the Westport 

office for Congress Wealth. Prior to joining Congress, Salim was a Financial Advisor at Wells Fargo Advisors providing 
clients with investment guidance and comprehensive wealth management solutions. In prior roles, Salim supported 
teams of financial advisors at UBS and Morgan Stanley. Salim received his Certified Financial Planner® designation in 
2016 and his B.S. in Finance from Fordham University in 2008.  Active in the professional community, Salim serves on the 
board of the Financial Planning Association of Fairfield County, currently acting as President-elect and the Advocacy 
Director. 

 

Charles Paksi • Director • Altium Wealth Management 
 
Charles Paksi is the Director at Altium Wealth Management. Prior to joining Altium, he served in the 
Business Development department at SumRidge and as the Northeast Regional Director as SEI. He 
graduated from University of Wisconsin at Madison with a Bachelor’s degree in Finance. He received his 
MBA from NYU’s Leonard N. Stern School of Business. 

 

Alex Frantz • Sales Account Executive • SS&C Advent 

Alex Frantz is a sales account executive for SS&C Advent working with advisors on the east 
coast.  His job is to take a consultative approach with independent financial advisors to help 
them find ways to streamline and scale their businesses. Alex has spent his entire career in 
fintech and has spent time with both successful startups as well as very well-established 

companies.  He’s based in New York City. 
 
 


