
Laguna Blanca School 
Paris Trip 

 
We have a wonderful group of 37 students signed up for the Paris trip, which takes place 
Thursday, 3/22/2018-Wednesday, 3/28/2018, and we need three more to hit the needed 40 
mark. We have room for at least 20 more students, but registration ends this Thursday, 
October 19, 2017. Please let Ashley Tidey know ASAP if you/your child are interested but need 
more time to figure things out. Remember that it is possible to make alternate flight 
arrangements from Paris to wherever your child needs to go (form attached). Please find the 
World Strides Registration & Itinerary here & be sure to use Trip ID 
155402: www.worldstrides.com/register   
  
Please feel free to send questions to Ms. Tidey & Mr. Shertzer.  
  
FLIGHTS:  
Air France Flight 65, departs 4:30 p.m. from LAX; arrives 11:15 a.m. in CDG 

Air France Flight 66, departs 10:20 a.m. from CDG; arrives LAX 12:50 p.m. in LAX  
                                   
#FRANCE ON ONE PAGE  

  
TRIP VISION: This year’s curriculum-based, experiential learning trip will be to Paris, with day 
trips to Versailles, Verdun, and Normandy. Interdisciplinary and cross-grade-level at its core, 
this French History & Paris Explorations (and Soccer) trip will be tied to courses in English, 
History, French, current events, and Art History. As has been the case with the last four Urban 
Studies trips, the freshmen will move from literary analysis in the fall--reading Modernist expat 
writers Hemingway and Fitzgerald—to urban analysis in the spring; at this point, they will begin 
research projects that will allow them to explore more generally Paris’s history, art, music, 
theater, politics, national identity, and other issues of interest to individual students. This year, 
the trip is open to ALL high school students because it will have deep curricular relevance not 
only for freshmen engaged in their urban studies unit on Paris but also for current and former 
sophomores studying modern European history and literature with Kevin Shertzer and Bojana 
Hill, as well as for students in art and art history with Dug Uyesaka and Lindsay Woodard, 
respectively. The trip will, of course, offer an extraordinary “live learning” experience for those 
studying French language and culture with Dr. Valerie Yoshimura.   
  
SOCCER HIGHLIGHTS: Depending on international soccer schedules, we plan to attend an 
"International Friendly" soccer game at Stade de Paris, featuring (we hope) the men's French 
national team. Declares Kevin Shertzer, "These friendlies are non-serious serious games as just 
around the corner is the World Cup starting in June. So national teams are trying to finalize 
their rosters and prepare for one of the biggest sporting events on the planet!" See below for 
hoped-for visit to INF soccer academy.  
  
MUSEUM VISITS: Musée D’Orsay, Picasso Museum, Rodin Museum 

  

http://www.worldstrides.com/register


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKS & CULTURAL IMMERSION: Champs Elysées to Jardin de Tuileries; 
along the banks of the Seine; Latin Quarter & the “Writers of Montparnasse” & the Left Bank 
(Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein, and James Baldwin); Parisian Markets, including 
Marché Mouffetard and Marché Monge;; lunch in the Luxembourg Gardens; Shakespeare and 
Company bookstore; Notre-Dame; Le Marais; Montmartre; Sacré-Coeur Basilica; Napoleon’s 
Tomb; Last Day Chaperone-Led Activities with Kid Input; all walking & all subway riding all the 
time!  
  
WWI: Verdun Day trip (optional)  
WWII: Normandy Day trip (all in)  
Versailles & Louis XIV & the 17th Century (optional) 
“Classic Paris”: Seine River Cruise & Dinner on first floor of Eiffel Tower (all in/last night)  

  
FRANCE 2018 ITINERARY DAY BY DAY 

  
Thursday, 3/22: SB Airbus to LAX: Air France Flight #65 Departs LAX 4:30 p.m.; arrives Paris CDG 
11:15 a.m. 3/23  
  
Friday, 3/23: Arrive Paris CDG and leave bags at hotel. Bus will then drop us off at Napoleon’s 
Arc de Triomphe. Walk up and get a great view of the city. Then take the Iconic Walk: along the 
Champs Elysees toward the Place de la Concorde. Some time for shopping! Then walk through 
the Jardin des Tuileries & enjoy a Ferris Wheel ride and dinner. 
  
Saturday, 3/24:  

 Option A: Walk along Boulevards Saint Michel and Saint Germain to the Musée D’Orsay, 
where we will explore French impressionist masterpieces by Monet, Degas, Renoir, and 
Cezanne; café lunch. http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html 
  

 Option B: Travel to Versailles to visit the land of Louis XIV’s 17th century indulgences, all 
of which set the stage for outrage and ensuing French Revolution 100 years later. 
http://en.chateauversailles.fr/ 

  

 This afternoon, we plan to have the group join together at the Clairefontaine National 
Football (Soccer) Academy, which Laguna Blanca boys’ soccer coach Gof Boyoko 
attended between the ages of 11-14.  At this renowned training center, we would have 
a unique opportunity for cultural interaction with French students and, we hope, for 
soccer-playing. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/football/article-
4599228/Clairefontaine-academy-Inside-France-s-talent-factory.html 

  
Sunday, 3/25 

Option A: Day trip to WWI sites of Verdun.  
http://www.meusetourism.com/en/1914-18-centenary/the-first-world-war-in-meuse/the-
battlefield-of-verdun.html 
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 Explore the Douaumont Ossuary, where French and German bones representing 
130,000 men were discovered but never identified. From the Ossuary, we will also view 
the Verdun Cemetery, a huge field of crosses honoring the fallen soldiers.  

 Visit Fort Douaumont, the largest and most importance fort in the Battle of Verdun. Visit 
Bayonet Trench on the battlefield of Verdun, where much of the fighting occurred.  

 Visit the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery and Memorial, which is the largest US 
cemetery in Europe 

  
Option B: Spend the day experiencing famous Parisian markets, neighborhoods, and a 
museum, all of which hold deep resonance for their art, culture, and literature.  
  

 Begin the morning in the Latin Quarter and “Hemingway’s Paris” by walking through 
some of the city’s most famous markets, Marché Mouffetard and Marché Monge. Our 
French-speaking students will lead the way as we select and purchase fresh food for our 
picnic lunch later in the day. https://www.timeout.com/paris/en/shopping/marche-
mouffetard 

  

 Continue on with a Walking Tour of “Writers of Montparnasse,” visiting the haunts of 
Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, Gertrude Stein, and James Baldwin, while hearing 
stories of their lives in Paris. Search for a lunch spot as we walk through the Jardin du 
Luxembourg, a beautiful park in the middle of the city.  https://en.parisinfo.com/paris-
museum-monument/71393/Jardin-du-Luxembourg 

  

 On the way to Notre-Dame, we will walk to and offer kids a stop-in to Shakespeare & 
Co., the famous English-language bookstore founded by Walt Whitman’s grandson. 
Starting in the early 1920s, the bookstore became a center for expat literary life in Paris. 
https://shakespeareandcompany.com/ 

  

 Visit Notre-Dame Cathedral. Work on Notre-Dame began in 1163 on a spot that had 
been a holy shrine since Roman times. Over the centuries, the cathedral has been the 
scene of some of France's most momentous occasions, including the coronation of 
Napoleon. http://www.notredamedeparis.fr/en/ 

  

 This afternoon, visit the Marais, whose history stretches back to the beginning of the 
city. While here, we will get a view of the La Place des Vosges, the oldest square in Paris. 
There will be some time for shopping in the Marais. 
http://www.fodors.com/world/europe/france/paris/neighborhoods/the-marais 

  

 Visit the Musée Picasso. France acquired this extraordinary collection by accepting it in 
lieu of $50 million in inheritance taxes from Picasso’s descendants. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/28/arts/design/the-picasso-museum-reopens-in-
paris.html 
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 Tonight we will head up to Montmartre, an area made famous in the late 19th century 
as an artists’ haunt. Visit Sacré-Coeur Basilica, a huge white church that dominates the 
Parisian skyline. Construction of the church began in 1875 and ended in 1914, just 
before WWI. We will spend time in the Place du Tertre, a square known for its local 
artwork, and have dinner in a local 
restaurant.  https://www.bonappetour.com/blog/10-things-to-do-in-montmartre/ 

  
Monday, 3/26 Head to Normandy, which comprises 360 miles of coastline bordering farmland 
and market towns. In addition to its rich history from William the Conqueror to WWII, this area, 
with its green surroundings, helped inspire the Impressionist movement, begun here in the 
19th century.  
  

 Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer. Overlooking Omaha Beach and the 
English Channel, the memorial grounds were established in 1944 as the first American 
cemetery on European soil in World War II. https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-
memorials/europe/normandy-american-cemetery 

  

 Walk down to the famous D-Day beaches, where you will sit as a group and experience 
the unique opportunity to reflect on where you are with your past, present, or future 
history teacher, Kevin Shertzer.  
  

 Travel west to Arromanches, where troops deliberately did not land on D-Day, in order 
to leave this coast clear for a portable harbor, which was tugged from Southern England. 
The remains of this harbor are still on the beach and off the beach’s shore. Enter 
Arromanches 360, which is the only circular cinema in France. 360 degrees projection 
over 9 High Def Screens. http://www.arromanches360.com/ 

  

 This afternoon we will travel from Normandy to Rouen. View Place Jean D'Arc to see 
where St. Joan of Arc was burned at the stake for heresy in 1431. View the Rouen 
Cathedral, where in 1892 and 1893, Claude Monet could usually be found with his 
canvas set up next to the cathedral's facade. During those two years he created some 30 
paintings of the facade in a variety of lighting and weather conditions. This evening, 
dinner will be provided in a local restaurant in Rouen. Return to Paris.  

3 

Tuesday, 3/26 By design, an “in progress” TBA Group-Leader Arranged with Kid Input Day  
  

MORNING: Meet a journalist who can discuss covering political news and crises.   
  

AFTERNOON: CHAPERONE-LED OPTIONS (BASED ON STUDENT INPUT TO COME) Examples:  

 Napoloen’s Tomb with Shertzer: Visit the Hôtel des Invalides, an imposing building 
commissioned by Louis XIV in 1670 for his wounded and homeless veterans. Visit the 
gilded Dome Church, highlighted by the massive Tomb of Napoleon.  
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http://www.musee-armee.fr/en/collections/museum-spaces/dome-des-invalides-tomb-
of-napoleon-i.html 

 Musée Rodin & shopping along Rue Cler. The museum is an 18th-century mansion that 
was the artist’s residence from 1908 until his death in 1919. Enjoy especially The Kiss 
and The Thinker. http://www.musee-rodin.fr/en/home 

 Shopping with Lolli—Just what it sounds like! https://www.parisperfect.com/rue-
cler.php 

  
EVENING: Head up the Eiffel Tower. Dinner will be provided at Altitude 95, a restaurant 
on the first floor.  https://www.restaurants-toureiffel.com/index.cfm/page/lid/2/rid/4152/ 

  
Wednesday, 3/28 Return Paris-LAX: Air France flight #66 arrives 12:50 p.m. to LAX. SB Airbus to 
Laguna Blanca gym. 
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