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"This is the irrational season  
when love blooms bright and wild.  
Had Mary been filled with reason  

there’d have been no room for the child." 

 
 

—Madeleine L’Engle, “After the Annunciation” 

 



Prelude & Song – O Come, O Come Emmanuel
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

and drive away the shades of night, 

and pierce the clouds and bring us light!  

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Desire of nations, 

bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

fill all the world with heaven's peace.  

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Welcome & Greeting – Rev. Andrew Daugherty 
 

Advent Prayer of Invocation – Rev. Andrew Daugherty 
 

God of light and hope, of darkness and dawn, be with us in the 

shadows, even and especially in the valley of the shadow of death. 

Show us the way, and let us be lanterns of hope for others. Keep 

us awake and alert to your coming. Tear open the heavens; let the 

mountains of despair quake at your presence. Come, Jesus, come. 

Amen. 

 

Taizé – Wait for the Lord 
 

Wait for the Lord  

Whose day is near 

Wait for the Lord.  

Keep watch, take heart 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle– The Daughertys 
  

Maya Angelou’s Freedom Poetry of Advent – “A Plagued Journey” 
 

Reading from the Old Testament – Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

The Gospel Lesson – Mark 13: 24-37 



 
Pastoral Meditation - Maya Angelou & the Freedom Poetry of Advent, Part I 

Rev. Andrew Daugherty 

Musical Meditation – Christmas Hymn by Billy Childs 

Ryan T. Connell, piano 
 

Prayes of the People – Rev. Andrew Daugherty 
 

Benediction – Rev. Andrew Daugherty 
 

Postlude & Song – Come, Ye Disconsolate 
 
Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish; 

come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel; 

here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish; 

earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal. 

 

Joy of the desolate, light of the straying, 

hope of the penitent, fadeless and pure, 

here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying, 

"Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot cure." 

 

Here see the Bread of Life; see waters flowing 

forth from the throne of God, pure from above; 

come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing 

earth has no sorrow but heaven can remove. 
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