
New Member Biographies (Spring 2019) 

 

Benjamin and Akiko Voelcker 

Ben and Akiko have been coming to UUCM since they moved to Milford last 

September.  Ben is originally from Antrim, NH and Akiko is from Japan. They met 

in Boston, and have been married 4 years. Ben is an applications engineer, and 

Akiko is a cook at a retirement community in Peterborough. They had some 

familiarity with Unitarian Universalism through Ben’s family- his Aunt was UU and 

his mother sometimes visited the Peterborough UU Church. Ben likes the 

openness of UUCM, the positive principles and the sense of community.  He has 

read a lot about religious philosophy, and Unitarian Universalism spoke to him in 

a way that other traditional religions had not.  Akiko was also drawn to UUCM 

because she likes having a community, people she can talk to. In their free time, 

Akiko likes playing the piano and Ben enjoys surfing (with a wetsuit!) 

 

Lorna Fuller 

Lorna has been coming to UUCM for a couple of months before recently joining.  

She moved to Amherst from California in October of 2016 so she and her husband 

Doug, who was having serious health problems, could be closer to their daughter 

Kim.  Doug passed away in July 2017. Lorna heard about UUCM through some of 

her neighbors, Holly Horner and Nancy Head, and her daughter Kim also comes to 

UUCM on occasion. Lorna was attracted to the absence of dogma and the 

community aspect - “drawing the circle wide.”  She did not want to attend a 

church where she had to pretend to believe something she didn’t.  Lorna was a 

real estate broker for 20 years before retiring. She loves gardening but there is 

not much space for that at the condo. She has 2 daughters, 2 grandkids, and a 

Rescue Dog named Safiya. 

 

 

 



Dory D’Vann 

Dory has lived in New Boston since 1980, and has been coming to UUCM for 

about 2 ½ years. She was drawn to the spirituality of UUCM, and appreciates the 

open-mindedness and freedom to follow, and figure out, one’s own beliefs.  She 

also likes that UUCM is concerned about important issues such as the 

environment. She made the decision to become a member because she felt 

settled about her commitment to UUCM- it’s a good feeling!  She is an artist, who 

enjoys painting and crafting. 

 

Victor Baur 

Victor is a retired mechanical engineer who ran a trucking company of liquefied 

natural gas for 40 years.   He also served in the Navy.  Many of us know Vic as the 

little brother of Linda Higgs.  Victor has been coming to UUCM since 2010 when 

he retired and moved from Lowell to Milford to be near family. He was drawn to 

the church through several interactions with our former minister Olav: Olav 

performed the service for his deceased mother, and later when his dad remarried, 

Olav officiated, and later still, Olav performed the memorial service when his dad 

passed away.  Those interactions with UUCM, and listening to Linda’s lay-led 

service, “Confessions of an Atheist, and finding out more about the UU faith, 

made him feel ready to make the commitment to membership.  He is becoming a 

UUCM member just as Linda celebrates her 50th year of membership! 

 

  



Rachel and Scott Merrick Maggs  

Rachel and Scott moved to Amherst about 3 ½ years ago from Littleton, 

Massachusetts, as their family was about to expand from one to two children. 

They started coming to UUCM last November, and they signed the book to 

become members after one visit- Rachel is very decisive!  Their children are Lucas 

(6) and Lilly (3).  They sought out UUCM because they believe it is a welcoming 

community, which was very important to their family, especially for their oldest 

child who is gender-non-conforming. Scott’s religious background was UCC, and 

Rachel’s mother was Jewish and her father was a UU, but growing up she did not 

practice either faith, and today her beliefs come from lots of religious traditions.  

Rachel and Scott met at Colby College as undergraduates. Now Rachel works as a 

Global Client Director at Thomson Reuters (a publisher) and Scott used to be a 

Senior Project Manager at a tech company in Massachusetts until he became a 

stay-at-home dad about 5 years ago.  Scott likes fishing and kayaking, Rachel likes 

hiking and kayaking, and the whole family loves downhill skiing. 

 

Brenda Perry – coming soon 

 

  


