
As we begin the New Year, we have several members stepping 
into new roles in the leadership of St. 
Andrew By-The-Sea. Among these 
changes, Bob Dietz has been         
appointed as the new Chair of the 
Church Council. Bob succeeds Sarah 
Coffin, who has taken on a new    
responsibility as Chair of the        
Trustees.  

Bob comes to the role as a faithful 
servant of Christ and the United Methodist Church, having 
been a lifelong member of the UMC. He is originally from 
northern New Jersey, where he began his career with Colgate 
Palmolive, which spanned numerous roles and locations over 
his 39 years with the company. During his tenure with Colgate, 
he held various roles of increasing responsibility, leading to 
positions which included General manager of Oral Care in    
Europe, VP of Product Supply Chain for Asia, VP of Product 
Supply for Europe, VP of Product Supply Global Personal Care, 
VP of Global Design and Packaging and VP of Global Facilities 
and Construction Management. Many of these roles included    
international posting, where he and his family lived, including 
Australia, Malayasia, the UK, France, and Switzerland. 

Bob has also been very involved in the life of the United    
Methodist Church, serving in various roles at his local church 
in NJ, including Finance and Church Council. He has also served 
on various boards for the Greater New Jersey UMC Annual 
Conference, including as chair of the Council on Finance and 
Administration and the Centenary fund, as well as being a 
member of the Board of Pensions. He has also served on the 
boards of other institutions, including the UM Communities in 
NJ and the Seabrook here on Hilton Head. 

Bob and his wife Merryl have two grown sons, Jacob and 
Christian, who live in the NY area. He enjoys leisure time as a 
woodworker, cooking and amateur radio enthusiast, as well as 
an occasional round of leisurely golf. Over the past years his 
participation here at St. Andrew has included singing in the 
choir, Chair of the Finance Committee, Endowment, as well as 
cooking for the Soup Kitchen and other events including 
Christmas Grace. 

Bob will serve a three-year term as Church Council Chair, 
which continues through 2028. He may be reached at 
917.291.1759 or at tothdietz@verizon.net. 

Leadership Transition at St. Andrew 

12 noon Worship Service 
St. Andrew Sanctuary 

 
‘Ashes to Go’ 

8:00 - 9:00 am 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 

And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 
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::  women’s studies ::  
NEW 

The God We Can Know:  
Exploring the ‘I Am’ sayings of Jesus 
Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays :: January 21 - February 18 
10:30 - 11:30 am :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room 
Getting to know God means getting to know ourselves. 
The more we know who God is the more we know who 

we are. The Gospel of John records several declarations of Jesus 
known as the "I Am" sayings. This study explores each of those say-
ings and will help you find and form an answer to the most essential 
question in the Christian faith, "Who do you say I am?" 
Contact: Karen Kirby at kwkirby@gmail.com 
 

NEW 
Purveyors of Awe: Elements for Curating  
a Life of Spiritual Depth 
Devotions + Laughter (open women's group) 
Tuesdays :: February 3 - March 24 
1:00 - 2:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Library 
Awe is a profound emotional response that can signifi-
cantly impact our well-being and perception of the 

world. Spiritual poets, mystics, and now scientists agree: experienc-
es of awe are good for us. This guided study, with journal, invites 
the reader to learn through the author's own stories woven with 
the latest research and quotes. The journal prompts us to integrate 
our own thoughts and experiences. Each chapter offers ideas for 
simple "awe practices" that relate to the elements for curating a life 
of spiritual depth: beauty, wonder, meaning, curiosity, delight, con-
nection, and self-giving. 
Contact: Kerry at the church office, christedhhiumc@gmail.com 
 

::  men’s study ::  
NEW 

The Third Day: Living the Resurrection  
Men’s Devotional Group 
Thursdays :: February 26 - April 2 
8:00 - 9:00 am :: Zoom only 
Tom Berlin’s book uses his gifts of storytelling and     
understanding the Scriptures to connect the reader to 
the experiences of Peter, Mary Magdalene, and      

Thomas around Jesus in his final days, focusing on new life and re-
demption rather than the despair of losing Jesus. This study traces 
events around these characters, along with Paul and the disciples at 
Emmaus, and how the resurrection transforms their lives. 
Contact: Dave Peterson at dvdlptrsn@gmail.com for the Zoom link 

:: for everyone ::  
NEW 

Disciple Fast Track 3 
Remember Who You Are - The Prophets 
Fridays :: February 6 - May 1  
 1:00 - 2:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: hybrid 
Facilitators: Merryl Dietz and Kerry Tilden 
This 12-week study immersing readers in the Old Tes-
tament Major and Minor Prophets (except Daniel). 

The prophets are continually calling hearers and readers back to 
their God and to a sense of who they are as a people "set apart." 
Designed to establish the historical context in which the prophets 
spoke for God, daily reading assignments draw also on the books of 
Deuteronomy through Chronicles. Readers will encounter "The 
Word of the Lord," with comments on Scripture and amplification 
of meaning. Less reading than Disciple 1 and NO study prior class 
needed. 
Contact: Kerry at the church office, christedhhiumc@gmail.com 
for Zoom link 
 

::  lent studies ::  
 

NEW  
Come to the Table 
Mondays :: February 23 - March 23 
6:00 - 6:45 pm :: Zoom only 
Based on our Lenten sermon series 
'The Last Suppers,' exploring the   
stories and parables Jesus told at ta-
bles on his way to the cross. Yes, it’s    

during dinner time, but that’s the point! Fix some supper and join 
Pastor Jonathan online as we discuss questions from the previous 
Sunday's sermon and engage in various table practices that will 
bring us closer to Christ and to each other.   
Find the Zoom link in the bulletin, weekly email or email to          
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
 

NEW  
Texting With God Through Lent 
Tuesdays :: February 24 - March 24 
11:00 am - 12 noon 
Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: hybrid 
We text every day to stay connect-
ed. This Lent, we invite you to “text 

with God” by listening closely to the weekly lectionary scriptures. 
Each participant will reflect on a verse or phrase that speaks to 
them and consider what God may be saying through it. Join us for a 
season of listening, reflection, and deeper connection through 
Scripture. This study will be led by Pastor Frank. 
Find the Zoom link in the bulletin, weekly email or email to  
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
 

continued next page 

NEW Studies, Classes and  

Fellowship Opportunities This Month 



:: Fellowship Opportunities ::  
 
NEW 

Faith and Fork 
Thursdays, once a month 
6:00 pm  
The Faith and Fork group will continue in the 
tradition of our previous Dining Out gather-
ings. These events will be hosted at various 
restaurants on Hilton Head and in Bluffton 

and open to couples and singles. 
Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings, Lmathomenc@icloud.com  
 
NEW 

Faith on Tap 
Thursdays once a month 
This month :: February 12 (first one) 

6:00 pm  
The newly established Faith on Tap 
group will meet at different brewer-
ies or pizza joints on Hilton Head 

and in Bluffton and will offer    family-friendly events. 
Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings, Lmathomenc@icloud.com  
 
CONTINUING 

Games Fellowship  
Fridays, once a month 
This month :: February 20 
6:00 - 8:00 pm :: Celebration Center 
Come play games—card games, 
board games, parlor games. All ages 
welcome, perfect for a family night 

out; bring a savory snack to share, beverages provided.  
Contact Lorena Best, bestlorenadream@gmail.com 
 
NEW 

Men’s Basketball 
Tuesdays :: 6:30 pm 
Celebration Center 
For questions and/or to join the 
weekly interest email list, contact 
Scott Wild, scottwild74@gmail.com 
 

Photo-a-Day Lent Devotional 
Any Lent devotional is simply an invitation to re-
flect on God's presence and movement in our 
personal lives through the season. One popular 
Lent devotional is the Photo-a-Day challenge. 
Each day, a scripture-inspired word is listed for 
your consideration. Throughout the day, see how 

the word inspires you or shows up in your life and share your 
thoughts by posting a picture. No explanation is needed in your 
post. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words. You don't have 
to be a great photographer. This project is more about the practice 
of paying attention and being intentional. 
 

Let’s start this 40-day journey together, sharing glimpses of our 
lives with one another. Let this be an intentional time, even for a 
few minutes a day, to pause, remember and reflect. 
 

We are using the FREE version of the app Photo Circle, a private 
photo album where only other church participants can see your 
picture. This is open to all ages. 
For the private group app invite, and list of daily words, contact  
Kerry at the church office, christedhhiumc@gmail 
 

::  sunday studies ::  

 
NEW 

The Message of Jesus (Lenten Focus) 
Seekers Class 
Sundays :: February 22 - March 29 
10:15 - 11:00 am :: Room C111, Celebration Center 
More than 3 billion people claim to follow Jesus. But 
aside from a few verses, how many actually know what 
he taught? In fact, much of what people think Jesus 

taught, he never said. In this study, Adam Hamilton explores six of 
the most important themes in Jesus's teachings, why they matter, 
and how they speak to us today. Jesus's message is not only life-
changing, but world-changing. 
Contact: Kerry at the church office, christedhhiumc@gmail.com 
 
CONTINUING 

The Promise of Heaven 
Joy Class 
Sundays :: Hybrid  
10:15 - 11:00 am ::  Admin. Bldg. Conf. Rm. or Zoom 
Continue to explore with us what the Bible really 
says about heaven. With biblical truth and powerful 
real-life stories, this book by Dr. David Jeremiah will 

stir your longing for eternity and give you strength for whatever 
you’re facing today. When your heart is set on heaven, life starts to 
look different. Worry loses its grip. Pain doesn’t feel so final. Joy 
starts to return, even in the middle of hard days. And you begin to 
live with quiet confidence, knowing that something far better is 
ahead. 
Contact: Wes Warren, wwarren23@aol.com 

Fellowship Friends 
   Continues to meet Tuesdays  

at 10:00 am via Zoom 
Different Focused-Sharing Topics Each Week 

 

 Everyone is invited to join in!     

Email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom invitation. If you do 
not have access to the internet, you can still participate via tel-
ephone. Jay Graves will give you directions for how to do this. 

More NEW Studies, Classes and  

Fellowship Opportunities This Month 

mailto:jaygraves@hotmail.com


 

 

Giving from Your IRA 

 
 
 
 
 
Charitable Remainder Trusts:  
An Option for Planned Giving 
This article is part of an ongoing series from your Endow-
ment Committee, designed to help inform or remind you 
about the various methods you can use to plan a legacy gift 
to the permanent Endowment Fund of St. Andrew By-The-
Sea United Methodist Church. This month, we would like to 
highlight the Charitable Remainder Trust as one such op-
tion for your consideration. 

A Charitable Remainder Trust is an irrevocable written 
agreement in which cash or assets (particularly highly ap-
preciated assets such as stocks) can be used to fund the 
trust, usually avoiding capital gains taxes on the appreciat-
ed value and eventually benefitting a qualified charity, such 
as the Endowment Fund of our church. It can be structured 
to make annual payments in fixed or fluctuating amounts to 
the originator or his/her heirs, thereby providing an income 
stream for many years. There are also favorable tax deduc-
tions that can occur when the trust “remaining amount” is 
distributed to charity. Consult with your tax advisor for the 
specifics in your situation.  

All gifts to the church’s Endowment Fund are kept in perpe-
tuity and only the earnings are used to support church and 
community programs. For additional information, contact 
Bruce Siebold, Chair of the Endowment Committee, at   
843. 368.7788 or email to brucesiebold@gmail.com.  

Wednesdays, February 4-April 29 

1:00-2:30 pm, Celebration Center  
Participant Workbook $20  

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful, con-
fusing process. A GriefShare group is a safe, welcoming 
place where people understand the difficult emotions of 
grief. During this 13-week support group program, partici-
pants discover what to expect in the days ahead and what’s 
“normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages of 
grief, participants learn helpful ways of coping with grief in 
all its unpredictability—and receive solid support each step 
of the way. 

At weekly meetings, participants view videos featuring re-
spected counselors, pastors, and healthcare professionals 
on grief-related topics, plus relatable personal stories of 
grief. A small-group discussion allows people time to talk, 
share support, and personally apply what they learned 
from the video. Participants receive a book with valuable 
exercises for navigating their personal grieving process. 

Register at griefshare.org/findagroup or contact Stephen 
Ministers/group facilitators:  
• Brenda Armstrong at Brenda.brady.armstrong@gmail.com 
 508.615.6934  

• Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com 
 914.671.9524 

GIVING AT A GLANCE (January - December 2025)   

  
Year-to-Date 

Actual 
Year-to-Date  

Budget 
Variance favorable/

(Unfavorable) 

Commitment  
Contributions 

$1,012,183 $1,041,600 ($29,417) 

OPERATING REVENUE AND EXPENSES (January - December 2022)    

  
Year-to-Date 

Actual 
Year-to-Date  

Budget 
Variance favorable/

(Unfavorable) 

Revenue $1,037,524 $1,059,847 ($22,323) 

Expenses $1,004,067 $1,059,847 $55,780 
Net Surplus/

(Deficit)   
$33,457 $0 $33,457 

Are you 70 1/2 or older? If you have a traditional IRA,     
rollover IRA, inherited IRA, inactive SEP IRA or SIMPLE IRA, 
did you know that you can make a charitable donation   
directly from your retirement account to a qualified charity, 
like St. Andrew By-The-Sea UMC, without having to pay  
federal income tax on the donation, even if you don’t     
itemized deductions on your federal tax return? 
 

Federal law allows IRA owners who are at least 70 1/2 to 
make a charitable donation directly from an individual    
retirement account. These transfers, called qualified     
charitable distributions (QCDs), are not subject to federal 
income tax, nor is it included in your federal taxable        
income.  In addition, a QCD allows you to maximize your 
charitable impact while counting towards your required 
minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year, if applicable. 
 

The information contained in this article is for informational 
purposes only and does not constitute formal tax advice. 
Please consult with a qualified tax professional regarding your 
specific circumstances before taking any action.  



Sunday, February 8  
UMYF - Football Fun!  

4:00 - 6:00 pm ⚫ Celebration Center 
UMYF is inviting their families and 

friends for fun football-themed 
games. Tailgate snacks provided. 

RSVPs appreciated but not needed.          
 

Sunday, February 22 
UMYF ⚫ 5:30 - 7:30 pm  

Celebration Center, dinner provided 
 

Every Sunday  
Donuts + Discussion 
10:15 - 11:00 am 
between services 
Youth Lounge  
(Admin. Bldg.) 
 

Questions?  
Contact Alan Prochazka  
at umyfhhiumc@gmail.com 

 Pray that young adults will be 
moved to hear God’s call to 
pursue church careers 

 Let Bob Oetjen or another 
committee member know of 
potential candidates 

 Support the Scholarship    
Committee’s annual Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper on 
February 17 

 Donate on Scholarship Sunday, 
February 15 

 

Students who have completed 
their freshman year with an       
interest in an undergraduate     
degree in religion, choral music, 
Christian education, or communi-
cations may be likely candidates.  
 

To apply for scholarships from St. An-
drew and/or the United Methodist 
Higher Education Foundation, please 
visit the following websites: 

standrewbytheseaumc.org/
scholarships - St. Andrew By-The-
Sea Neil and Imogene Yongue 
Scholarship Fund. The application deadline is May 31, 2026. 

umhef.org/scholarships United Methodist Higher Education Foundation. 

 

Be sure to check all eligibility requirements and deadlines. Any questions, please contact Bob Oetjen at 203.650.1084. 

St. Andrew Scholarships 

How Can You Help? 

February 15, 2026 

A special offering will be taken at both services 

St. Andrew’s youth 
group for students 

grades 6-12 

2026 MLK MARCH 

https://umhef.org/scholarships/?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGJfXq-tRaPxdJgZz4Wx3Mzc-JD56mhIc8rRXsWDdm_RRO1_TvXLnuixwgcZsRj-wtr2E2fX1PCQW8uBx-5KDN7JChhjXsyRxjekL4VTXNRjf2Ycmo


The St. Andrew By-The-Sea Soup Kitchen enthu-
siastically enters its 16th year of supporting 
families, neighbors, and the community on the 
South Island in 2026. The heart of our mission is 

“serving,” which means more than simply providing 
meals—it encompasses care, compassion, and commitment 
from our dedicated team of over 40 servant-volunteers and 
the many guests we welcome each week. 

impact by the numbers 
• Meal Service: We provide 100 lunches every Tuesday 

and Friday, amounting to approximately 14,000 meals 
annually. 

• Family Support: Each week, we welcome around 40 
families (averaging 4 people each), plus 20 individu-
als—serving a total of approximately 180 guests on a 
regular basis. 

• Groceries Distributed: Every week, $4,000 worth of 
groceries are shared with our community, totaling 
$200,000 in groceries each year. 

• Blessing Box: Our Blessing Box offers groceries 24/7 to 
those in need. 

• English Classes: Every Friday, we host English classes 
attended by 12 participants. 

• Mary’s Closet: Distributes about 200 items of clothing 
every week. 

suds month 
This past January, we hosted a Suds Month instead of a  
single Suds Sunday, a quarterly event where members of 
the St. Andrew By-The-Sea congregation were encouraged 
to bring essential hygiene products such as laundry deter-
gent, shampoo, conditioner, bar soap, toothpaste, and 
toothbrushes. Every Friday, these hygiene products are  
distributed to our guest families. Our aim is to provide  
costly necessities, allowing families to allocate their limited 
finances to vital needs like housing and transportation. 

We are seeking a volunteer to oversee our island-wide   
diaper program, which involves contacting organizations for 
donations and coordinating diaper collection. Those inter-
ested in helping with this important initiative are encour-
aged to contact Tom Sharp at 317.250.9626. 

food donations and blessing box 
In addition to hygiene items, food donations are always 
welcome. Non-perishable food items can be placed directly 
in the Blessing Box located on the walkway between the 
two parking lots at any time or on Sundays on the way to 
worship. Lists of commonly needed items are available at 
both the Soup Kitchen shopping cart and the Blessing Box. 
We invite you to become a regular contributor making giv-
ing a weekly habit. 

ways to serve  
While much of our food and produce is sourced from      
Second Helpings and Deep Well, we must still purchase 

cooking and cleaning  supplies, takeout containers, water, 
condiments, and more. All financial support comes directly 
from church members through St. Andrew’s Missions + Out-
reach and broader community contributions. Please consid-
er becoming a regular financial supporter—your generosity 
is deeply appreciated. 

a community built on service 
The St. Andrew By-The-Sea Soup Kitchen offers ample     
opportunities for personal contribution and creative       
involvement. As “Soupers,” we are grateful for the excep-
tional support and continued participation of our communi-
ty as we work together to help South Island families on 
their journey toward a brighter tomorrow. Blessings to all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
welcoming a new year of music 
Our Music Ministry is excited to embrace the new year with 
a variety of music. As we prepare for the upcoming season, 
our choirs are making plans for Lent, Palm Sunday, and 
Easter. We invite all members of our congregation to     
consider joining one of our choirs as a wonderful way to 
enrich our worship services and offer praise to the Lord. 

seaside chancel choir 
The Seaside Chancel Choir holds rehearsals every Wednes-
day evening at 5:30 PM in the music room. No audition is 
required, and you do not need to be able to read music to 
participate. Everyone is welcome to join! The choir sings at 
the 9:00 AM Sunday services, as well as during holidays and 
special services. 

seaside bell choir 
Our Seaside Bell Choir has been growing, but there is still 
room for you! Musical experience or the ability to read  
music is not necessary—if you can count to four, you can 
participate! Rehearsals take place on Tuesdays at 2:00 PM 
in the sanctuary. The bell choir performs on the second 
Sunday of each month at the 9:00 AM service. 

calling all instrumentalists 
Instrumentalists are always welcome to share their talents 
with our congregation. If you play an instrument, please 
consider becoming part of our Music Ministry and adding 
to the richness of our worship experience. 

Contact Bruce Gale, Music Director with any questions or 
for rehearsal schedules and performance times.  
bruceghhiumc@gmal.com or 843.785.4711 



Throw Kindness Around Like confetti for 
"Random Acts of Kindness Week" 

The week of Valentine’s Day is Random Acts of Kindness 
Week. Because our culture associates Valentine’s Day 
with love, it affords us a perfect time to show kindness 
to our neighbors. 
 

As Christians, we believe followers of Christ should lead 
the way in showing kindness. Scripture tells us to put on 
kindness (Colossians 3:12) because one of the chief 
marks of Christian love is kindness (1 Corinthians 13:4). 
Better yet, our random acts of kindness can serve as an 
arrow to the gospel. God’s kindness is meant to lead 
people to repentance (Romans 2:4). Showing kindness 
allows us to talk about the One who has shown us all 
great kindness by  giving us seasons of joy and abun-
dance (Matthew 5:44-45; Acts 14:17). 
 

Such random acts of kindness are not a replacement for    
sharing the Gospel message, but they can be a powerful 
tool used by the God to inspire conviction of sin 
(Romans 12:20-21) and lead people to glorify 
God (Matthew 5:16). These acts of kindness also provide 
creative opportunities to start spiritual conversations. 
 

Google “random acts of kindness “or “kindness week” 
and find plenty of inspiration for how to share love this 
February.  

Monday, February 16, 2026 - Church offices open 
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St. Andrew By-The-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian 
believers seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

hhiumc.com 

standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

Church Office Hours 

M-F 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

In-person + Livestream  

9:00 am   Traditional Worship 

10:15 am   Classes + Studies 

11:09 am   Modern Worship 
   

Rev. Jonathan Tompkins 

Senior Pastor 
  

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand  

Associate Pastor 
   

Find us on all your  

favorite platforms  


