February 5, 2026
The Honorable «Legislator Name»
New York State «Assembly / Senate»
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY «Zip»
RE: NYWGF SFY 2026–27 Budget: Restore Funding and Advance Strategic Priorities
Dear «Assemblymember / Senator» «Last Name»:
I am writing on behalf of «Organization Name», a regional organization serving New York’s wine and grape industry in «Region», to express our strong support for the New York Wine & Grape Foundation’s (NYWGF) funding request in the SFY 2026–2027 State budget.
Governor Hochul’s proposed Executive Budget includes $1,075,000 for NYWGF. We respectfully urge the Legislature to restore NYWGF’s funding to $1,225,000, matching the level appropriated in SFY 2025–2026. This restoration is critical to sustaining NYWGF’s core statewide programs during a period of significant market pressure and rising costs for growers and wineries.
In addition, we support NYWGF’s request for $250,000 in additional State investment above base funding, as outlined in its December budget submission. This targeted expansion will allow NYWGF to deepen and extend work that directly benefits regional organizations like ours.
Specifically, the additional investment would enable NYWGF to:
· Expand statewide market development and wine tourism promotion, strengthening consumer demand and visitation across New York’s wine regions.
· Scale sustainability initiatives, supporting growers as they adapt to environmental and market challenges.
· Enhance applied research and industry support programs, helping wineries and vineyards remain competitive in a rapidly changing marketplace.
NYWGF serves as a critical statewide convener—aligning regional organizations, industry partners, and public agencies around shared priorities. State investment in NYWGF amplifies the impact of regional efforts and ensures that New York’s wine and grape industry remains coordinated, competitive, and resilient.
For organizations like ours, NYWGF’s work helps translate statewide strategy into regional success—supporting tourism, local businesses, and rural economies throughout New York.
Thank you for your leadership and for considering this request. We would be pleased to discuss the importance of NYWGF’s work and its value to our region.
Sincerely,
«Name»
«Title»
«Organization Name»
«City/Town», New York

