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FREE Webinar: Preparing for Lent with Children
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/888546511374664964
Thursday January 5, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Elizabeth Christie
Join us as we talk about ways to observe Lent with children. We will discuss projects, books, and activities to help children and their families spend the 40 days leading to Easter in meaningful, Spirit-led ways. 

Elizabeth Christie is a Christian Educator with the United Methodist Church. Additionally, she is a certified special education teacher and has worked extensively with children and adults with various needs. Elizabeth loves finding ways to make activities work for all ages and abilities, and is usually covered in markers, paint, and glitter.

FREE Webinar: Alternatives to Sunday School: Messy Church
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/443790759404520452
Thursday January 19, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Anais Hussian
Messy Church is an all-ages, worldwide, fun way of being church. It is a fast growing ministry that reaches people who may not typically attend or feel comfortable in a traditional church setting. This webinar will explore the ways that Messy Church meets people where they are, encouraging people of all ages to be church in the midst of their messy lives. Information about Messy Church values, central elements of Messy Church, and starting your own Messy Church will be shared during this time. 

Anais Hussian is the director of Christian education at First United Methodist Church of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, PA. She is a provisional deacon in the United Methodist Church, called to a ministry of word, service, compassion, and justice. In her free time Anais enjoys yoga, baking, and finding joy in the quiet moments of life. 

FREE Webinar "The Spirituality of Popular Music" An Opportunity for Community Outreach, Fundraising, Inter-generational Involvement & Joy 
 https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3098104187832652036
Tuesday January 24, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Rev. Dwight Wolter
"The Spirituality of Popular Music" will teach churches, groups and organizations how to raise significant funds for and awareness of their outreach activities while having fun and involving members of the public who otherwise might never cross theirr threshold. This webinar is based on a very successful series, now in its 5th year, that explores the "spirituality" of select artists, bands and genres whose songs touch the hearts and souls of people in ways that sermons and newsletters might never do. This webinar provides strategy to adapt this program to fit your needs and circumstances despite your possible lack of musical expertise or finances. 
Dwight Lee Wolter is pastor of the Congregational Church of Patchogue on Long Island, New York. He is the author of several books and articles whose work has been featured at NPR, the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Sojourners, Los Angeles Times, and other news organizations. He writes for Still Speaking Daily Devotionals, Patheos online magazine, and blogs at dwightleewolter.com
FREE Webinar: How Teams can Motivate Members and Get Things Done!
Tuesday January 31, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: John Wimberly
This webinar will provide an in-depth look at the power teams bring to congregational work. Congregations using teams are able to mobilize members across generations for both short and long term tasks. We will talk about both the theory and practice of making a successful transition to a congregation doing its work through highly motivated, efficient teams. The webinar will address problems teams can expect to experience, as well as ways to resolve those issues. 
John Wimberly served congregations for 38 years, thirty of those years at Western Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC. John’s quest for continuing personal, spiritual and professional growth led him to complete a PhD in systematic theology and an Executive MBA program. The latter program generated a sense of call to highlight the need for good business practices in the business side of a congregation’s life. He wrote and leads seminars on his highly praised book, The Business of the Church: The Uncomfortable Truth that Faithful Ministry Requires Effective Management. He consults with congregations on issues such as the creation and implementation of strategic plans, congregational growth and the empowering use of endowments.

FREE Webinar: Worship Is for Everyone: Setting the Stage to Better Include Those with ADHD and Autism
 https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8224182427664092164
Thursday February 2, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Elizabeth Christie
Join us as we discuss how to structure worship services so that those with ADHD and autism can fully participate. Topics include the nitty-gritty of the needs of those with ADHD and autism, triggers and how to work around them, active listening and response opportunities, and family needs. 

Elizabeth Christie is a Christian Educator with the United Methodist Church. Additionally, she is a certified special education teacher and has worked extensively with children and adults with various needs. Elizabeth loves finding ways to make activities work for all ages and abilities, and is usually covered in markers, paint, and glitter.

FREE Webinar: Moving Messages
 https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1821003839985149700
Tuesday February 7, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Rick Bundschuh
So why are so many Church messages forgettable? Pastor and author Rick Bundschuh asked the same question - and began finding new ways to connect his church audience with the life-changing truths of the Bible. He preached participatory sermons, wove experiences into messages, and invited congregational conversation as part of the Sunday morning experience. In this webinar, Bundschuh will share what he did, how it went, and what he learned along the way. Practical and proven, here’s the best of what invigorated the Sunday experience for him and his congregation.
Rick Bundschuh attended Capernwray Bible School in the United Kingdom. Rick became a youth Pastor, continuing in that calling for the next 28 years with the exception of a six year stint as the Creative Director for Youth Resources at Gospel Light Publications. Currently Rick serves as a teaching Pastor at Kauai Christian Fellowship and he also continues to write and illustrate material for various publishers.
FREE Webinar: Alternatives to Sunday School: A Taste of Waffle Church
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3415397954841914116
Thursday February 16, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm 
Leader: Sarah McCaslin
Waffle Church is a worship service of St. Lydia's in Brooklyn, NY, that welcomes all persons to worship from a posture of openness, awe, candor and questioning, like that of a child. Waffle Church began in July 2015, after a process of discernment among members of St. Lydia's who noticed that their regular Dinner Church services, held on Sunday and Monday evenings, were not welcoming to families with young children. From there grew the idea of an all-ages service that would embrace the same values and principles as Dinner Church, while also encouraging the participation and leadership of children in worship.

The Rev. Sarah McCaslin, MDiv, LMSW, is an ordained minister and licensed social worker. Since 2015, she has been the organizing pastor of Waffle Church, an all-ages service of St. Lydia’s in Gowanus, Brooklyn. In 2006, Sarah graduated with dual masters degrees from the Columbia University School of Social Work and Union Theological Seminary. In 2007, Sarah was ordained by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) and served for seven years as associate pastor at a large church in New York City. Today, Sarah continues to provide pastoral leadership at various Presbyterian congregations throughout the city, as well as facilitating and leading workshops. Sarah is also a pastoral psychotherapist at the Psychotherapy and Spirituality Institute in New York City, counseling individuals, couples and families. 

FREE Webinar: Creating a Discipleship Process for Your Church 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8429090713151758084
Tuesday February 21, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm
Leader: Ken Willard
What is driving your church’s agenda? Structure? Programs?  Maybe it is time to get back to our mission of making disciples. This interactive webinar will cover: signs your church needs a discipleship process; what a discipleship process is and what it is not; and the first six key steps to begin the process of developing a new pathway for your church. Make plans now to attend this webinar with other leaders from your ministry. “Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Ken Willard is a published author, certified ministry coach, certified church consultant, and owner of Leadership4Transformation. Ken grew up in Atlanta and now lives outside of St. Louis. He has a degree in Business Management and a masters in Adult Education & Training. After spending many years in the corporate world focused on leadership development, Ken made the transition to working full-time in the church world in 2009. His first book, “Time Management for the Christian Leader,” was published in 2015 by Abingdon Press. He has another book coming out in 2017on discipleship. Ken is a certified coach with the International Coach Federation and a certified ministry coach with Coaching4Clergy. His coaching focuses on Christian leadership and he has over 600 hours coaching pastors and ministry leaders all over the country. He is a certified church consultant with the Society for Church Consulting. Ken works with all types of ministries all over the country doing coaching, consulting, training, and speaking. He has seminars on Christian Leadership, Creating a Discipleship Process, Time Management, and Strategic Ministry Planning. 

Spiritual Journaling Online Course

February 27, 2017 to April 10, 2017

Leader: Debbie Kolacki
Join us this Lent for a six week BeADisciple online course in which participants will explore the practice of spiritual journaling as they share their experiences with others involved in the practice. The course is based on the Upper Room book Journaling: A Spiritual Journey by Anne Broyles who is featured in an introductory video to the course. Each week we will practice one of the methods of journaling from the book. These include: journaling from the events of daily life, journaling in response to scripture, journaling with guided meditations, journaling from dreams, journaling in response to reading, and journaling conversations or dialogues. The spiritual practice of journaling helps us record our journey with God, be more aware of God’s presence in our lives, and grow spiritually.

The course fee of $75 includes a copy of the book signed by the author which will be mailed to participants. Please enroll early so that you will have enough time to receive your book prior to the course start date.

The course runs from February 27 through April 10, 2017. Participants will access the course at their own convenience. 
To register, visit the Course Schedule Page of the BeADisciple website at www.BeADisciple.com or click here. For more information, contact Practical Resources for Churches by phone at 631-821-2255 or e-mail info@prcli.org. 
Course leader Debbie Kolacki is a Certified Christian Educator and Certified Lay Servant in the New York Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. She has a BA in English from Wagner College and completed the courses for her certification as a Christian educator through Columbia College in South Carolina. She has taught children, youth, and adults and served in many areas in her local church for over twenty years. Debbie is the senior consultant for Practical Resources for Churches where she works with people in all areas of ministry and leads webinars, workshops, and retreats. Her blogs include Faith Geeks and Practical Resources for Churches. 
 

FREE Webinar: Designing Your Own VBS Curriculum 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8877875075726281220
Thursday March 2, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Lisa Brown
This webinar will focus on designing your own curriculum for Vacation Bible School. We will discuss theological appropriateness along with creating a good theme. How to use a ready-made curriculum and adapt it to fit your church’s theology will also be addressed. 

Lisa Brown is the former Director of Children’s Ministry and Communications Coordinator at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania where she witnessed the profound experiential learning that occurs when children are fully engaged in an immersive program. In addition to designing her own VBS programming, Lisa has created Sunday school and Confirmation programs, nursery school lessons, and Girl Scout and Boy Scout Camporees. A native of Pittsburgh, she is now a digital missioner for Membership Vision, helping people find God in the digital space. She is the author of “The Best VBS Workbook Ever” which will be published in January 2017.
FREE Webinar: Milestones: Educating Children and Equipping Parents on Faith
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6131468752379094276
Tuesday March 7, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm
Leader: Marissa Letscher 
Join us for a discussion about the Milestones program of First Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Milestones is a series of classes (three classes every year at every age level from birth through 5th grade) that educate children on the whos, whats, whys, and hows of the faith, and equip parents as the primary developers of faith in their children. Milestones includes Bible classes once a year beginning at Kindergarten, lively discussions about worship, experiential sessions on prayer and spiritual practices, Communion instruction, church history, and stewardship.
A pure-bred Lutheran, Marissa Letscher grew up a P. K., swearing she never wanted her dad’s job. Instead she chased-down her mom’s career path and, in 2002, earned a BA in Elementary Education from Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota and taught in public schools for two years. But as call stories go, in 2004, after having been married only a week, she began her Master of Divinity studies at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California. Upon graduation in 2007, Marissa began serving a mid-size ELCA congregation in metro Atlanta, Georgia, before being called to her home church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa where she has served the last seven years. In 2008, Marissa established her own consulting business, and is honored to share her passion for ministry with churches in this way. Marissa shares life with her husband of eleven years, Stan, their three-year-old son, Wyatt, and eight-year-old Westie, Bella.

FREE Webinar: Connecting with Young Adults through Community Ministry
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3868814559929319427
Tuesday March 14, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Joy Skjegstad
Many churches are working to unlock the secret of drawing young adults to their congregations and finding a way to keep them involved and engaged. Providing opportunities to serve in the community are key to this, given this generation's interest in justice and community change. This session will help you identify and develop opportunities for service and create outreach and communication strategies to draw in young adults and engage them in meaningful ways. Joy Skjegstad, author of “Winning Grants to Strengthen Your Ministry” and “Starting a Nonprofit at Your Church,” is a national speaker and consultant on nonprofit management and ministry development. She is the founder of the Institute for Ministry Leaders, a university-based training program that builds the management capacity of churches and other ministry organizations. She has been the executive director of two church-based nonprofits and has held a variety of other leadership positions with nonprofits in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area.

FREE Webinar: Being Christian in a Multicultural World
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8415346817829728515
Tuesday March 21, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Rev Grace Cajiuat and panelists
It’s simple, really. Christian ministry requires intercultural competence. And it’s not a new thing. Jesus showed us that curiosity, compassion, and empathy can overcome defensiveness and prejudice. He recognized diversity. He chose inclusion. The reign of God on earth today depends upon this same pattern. During this webinar we will begin with recognizing all of our cultures. Learning about each. Learning from each. And celebrating all. This will be a panel discussion formatted to also be used as a small group study. Let’s grow our curiosity. Let’s celebrate the differences that God gathers up. Let’s discern together where God would lead us.

Grace Cajiuat brings more than 35 years of teaching and ministry experience to her work. She is an internationally recognized musician, minister, professor, and interculturalist. Grace received her Doctorate in Musical Arts, Masters in Church Music, and Masters in Music (Vocal Performance). In addition, Grace received her Masters in Divinity and Masters in Sacred Theology from Boston University. She is an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church in Wisconsin.  She is also a fellow at the Summer Institute of Intercultural Communication in Portland, Oregon. Grace is also a certified and experienced trainer in a variety of models: Cultural Detective Model, the Emotional Intelligence and Diversity Model, the Personal Leadership Methodology, and a qualified administrator of the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI).
FREE Webinar: Spirituality after 70
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8747010102302023683
Tuesday March 28, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Dorothy Linthicum 

Spirituality after 70 will focus on how older people can anticipate and live into the latter years of their lives with richer relationships with God and each other. We will talk about what it means to grow older, including the messages from our culture about aging. We will take a brief look at changes to expect in bodies and minds as we explore several theories to help us understand aging and how to use the gifts that God gives us. The role of memory in the aging process will be woven throughout the presentation. My hope is that we come to a deeper understanding of how people can age with grace by looking inward and acting outward. In community, parishioners can face both the trials and the joys of growing older! 

Dorothy Linthicum is an instructor and program coordinator for the Center for the Ministry of Teaching at Virginia Theological Seminary. In addition to classes about ministries with older people she teaches at the seminary, she has led workshops and retreats throughout the country about older adult spirituality and ministry. She also was a part of the writing team that produced the book, “The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation” (John Roberto, ed., LifeLong Faith Associates, 2015). Her contribution centered on older adulthood—adults in their mid-70s and older. 

FREE Webinar: Celebrating Pentecost with Children
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3980261058521163011
Thursday April 6, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader: Elizabeth Christie
Join us as we talk about ways to observe Pentecost with children. We will discuss projects, books, and activities to help children and their families celebrate the birthday of the church, the arrival of the Holy Spirit, and ways to “fan the flame.”
Elizabeth Christie is a Christian Educator with the United Methodist Church. Additionally, she is a certified special education teacher and has worked extensively with children and adults with various needs. Elizabeth loves finding ways to make activities work for all ages and abilities, and is usually covered in markers, paint, and glitter.

FREE Webinar: Sonshine and Sunshine: Sunday School in the Summer
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7712367461541769987
Thursday May 4, 2017

7:00 – 8:00 pm

Leader Elizabeth Christie
Join us as we discuss ways to keep your children's faith formation programs relevant and exciting through the summer months. We'll discuss ways to structure programs for a changeable group of children and staff, active learning events, thematic possibilities, and how to embrace the special feel of summer and draw it into your programs. 

Elizabeth Christie is a Christian Educator with the United Methodist Church. Additionally, she is a certified special education teacher and has worked extensively with children and adults with various needs. Elizabeth loves finding ways to make activities work for all ages and abilities, and is usually covered in markers, paint, and glitter.
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