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One: We are gathered for a sacred purpose. 
All: The sacred purpose of building a community in love and justice. 
One: Buy how can we build if we don’t know who we are? 
All: We must learn to be human again, created by a creator, creatures in a creation. 
One: How can we trust one another if we do not see each other? 
All: We must see with our eyes and learn in our spirits, the journeys of people, cultures, 
 ethnicities, beauty, and find our identities apart and together. 
One: We must be courageous and committed. 
All: The world works against us in this sacred work. 
One: We must be humble and gentle. 
All: We carry both wisdom and wounds we might not be aware of. 
One: We are not alone. 
All: We have the prophets, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the communion of saints in this struggle. 
One: There is no racism in God’s love. 
All: We must end racism to know fully this love. 
One: We are gathered for a sacred purpose. 
All: The sacred purpose of building community in love and justice. 
 
 
PRAYER: 
 
Gracious God, every day we’re confronted with racism and its tragic consequences. So we pray… 
 
Open our eyes to see the ways racism oppresses some of us while providing entitlement to 
others. 
 
Open our ears to recognize both unfairness and indifference; to hear even our own voices 
when we speak ignorance or ambivalence. 
 
Open our mouths to speak out even if others won’t.  Open our arms to embrace one 
another, to carry each other’s burdens, and to build bridges of understanding. 
 
Open our hearts so that we may more clearly understand your desires and vision for all 
humankind. 
 
Help us, O God, to remove the barriers that prevent us from seeing you in one another; 
that divide rather than unite, and that keep us as strangers rather than neighbors. 
 
Give us the courage to stand up against those injustices and stand with those who are 
oppressed.  
Come Lord Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 
 


