
Internet Sales Tax can no longer be ignored continued……. 

Florida has more than 270,000 brick-and-mortar retailers 
providing more than 2.7 million jobs for Florida families. These 
retailers strive to provide quality goods and excellent service at 
affordable prices.  They collect and pay state and local taxes on 
consumer sales. 

Tax-free purchases from online stores provide a built-in price 
advantage over community brick-and-mortar stores who, by law, 
must collect and remit sales tax while many online stores do 
not.  Requiring multi-national online stores to collect sales tax 
would “restore the free market” and “level the playing field” 
between digital and physical stores.  

Many out-of-state and online businesses do not collect and remit 
sales taxes because the State of Florida is one of a few states in 
the nation that has failed to modernize its laws.  They lure Florida 
consumers by advertising cheaper prices that don’t account for 
taxes and it is putting Florida retailers out of business and taking 
away jobs from Florida families.  We’ve seen this take place here 
in Volusia County.  

The Revenue Estimating Conference has not yet estimated the 
fiscal impact of this legislation, but it’s been projected that 
requiring more remote sellers to collect and remit Florida’s sales 
tax could easily generate another $500 million in sales tax 
revenues for the State.  Importantly, this would not be a new tax. 
Current law requires consumers to fill out a form and send a 
check to the Florida Department of Revenue whenever they buy 
something online, though few do so, and enforcement is virtually 
nonexistent. This puts our hometown merchants at a 6.5% 
disadvantage. 

Cyber Monday is the internet’s rival to brick-and-mortar’s Black 
Friday.  Forbes Magazine recently reported that overall Christmas 



sales were estimated at $10.1 billion.  Many of those sales were 
tax-free.  

In recent years, the News Journal has pointed out the number of 
empty commercial buildings locally (or soon closing) and a major 
reason for these vacancies is that online sales are hurting local 
businesses. 

Not collecting the sales tax is unfair to retailers and 
consumers.  Many of these out-of-state online retailers are using 
our taxpayer funded roads and infrastructure to ship their 
products inside of Florida.  They are not contributing to any of that 
infrastructure, our schools or anything that goes into making 
Florida operational.  They are simply taking advantage of all those 
things that our local retailers and consumers are paying for. 

Florida retailers are competing with one hand tied behind their 
back and the legislation must be approved to restore fairness in 
the free market. We must ensure that our local businesses are 
able to compete globally and are not hindered by outdated 
regulations here at home. 

  

 


