New DCBDD members eager to serve
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for 12 years prior before taking a break from the board.
Like many on the board, Finney has a personal
abotkin@aimmediamidwest.com
connection through his daughter, 32, who is disabled,
still lives at home, and receives services from the
Proud, excited and ready to serve, the newly appointed board.
members of Delaware County Board of Developmental
Disabilities (DCBDD) were sworn in Thursday
“I’m back for another tour of duty,” he said. “I still like
evening by Delaware County Commissioner Gary
doing stuff with people with disabilities and think there
Merrell. Members of the Board of Developmental
is more to learn and more to do. That’s why I’m here.
Disabilities are appointed by the Delaware County
It’s always been a great board.”
Board of Commissioners.
Finney said he retired after 39 years of employment
Before swearing in the appointees — Louis Borowicz, spread out between the U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force
Theodore “Ted” Klecker, Stephen Finney and Dana
Navigation Systems, and the Department of Defense,
Lehman — Merrell briefly expressed the
where he served as product test lab chief for the
commissioners’ appreciation to all the members of the Defense Logistics Agency.
board for their willingness to serve the residents of
Delaware County.
Finney said he lives in Westerville, where he does a lot
of things in the community focused around what he
Borowicz, who was reappointed by commissioners for calls “the differently-abled peopled.” He also
another term, served as the DCBDD president last year, volunteers for Meals on Wheels.
and he was elected as a trustee to the Ohio Association
of County Boards of Developmental Disabilities,
“When I first came to the board, we served about 1,500
representing the North Central Region of Ohio. The
individuals. Now we’re up around 2,300-2,400 people,
region is comprised of Ashland, Crawford, Delaware, and it’s still growing,” Finney said.
Erie, Huron, Marion, Morrow, Ottawa, Richland,
Lehman said she grew up in Dayton and lived in the
Sandusky and Seneca counties.
Galion area where she raised her two daughters. She
According to the Ohio Association of County Boards said once her daughters married and moved away from
website, the board is a nonprofit entity providing
home, she decided 10 years ago to migrate to Delaware
critical support to the 88 Ohio county boards of
County to be closer to
developmental disabilities in the form of advocacy,
legislative support, professional development training See SERVE | 5
and communications.
Borowicz said his involvement with developmental
disabilities is a labor of love, because he is the father of
a child with developmental disabilities.
“My oldest daughter has received services through the
(Delaware) board from early intervention to the present
time,” he said in a previous report when he was elected
as a trustee to the Ohio Association of County Boards.
“She’s doing fantastic because of it.”
Borowicz is a partner of Baxter Borowicz Attorneys at
Law, where he is focused on counseling families and
Newly appointed Delaware County Board of
people with developmental disabilities in trust
Developmental Disabilities members were sworn in
planning, and transitioning children into adulthood
Thursday evening by Delaware Commissioner Gary

with special needs by meeting their legal and benefits
needs.
Finney, a former member of the board, served

Merrell. The photo shows, from left to right, Dana
Lehman, Stephen Finney, Theodore Klecker, and
Louis Borowicz being sworn in by Merrell.
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ity and has provided legal counsel for Opportunities for
Ohioans with Dis - abilities.

"I'm excited to be a part of the community, and I'm
very impressed with what our county has been able to
deliver here," she said.

"This is my first time on the board, first time on any
board really," he said. "In the past, I've represented
boards at the Ohio Attorney Gen - eral's Office and
Prior to retirement, Lehman said she served as a nurse other executive agencies, so I'm familiar with the way
for 30 years in the medical field with lots of
boards work." Klecker said he has a 17-year-old son
opportunities to care for patients of all types.
with disabilities that receive services from the board.
He said he is a junior this year at Olentangy Liberty
"I was a teacher at Tri-Rivers Vocational School in
High School.
Marion for health occu "I'm familiar with some of the services that Dela - ware
pations," she said. "Nurs - ing is my passion." Lehman County DD offers our community," he said. "I believe
said this is her first time on the board, but she has
in what they are doing here and where they're going."
served on the Morrow/Delaware County Mental Health Klecker said his excep - tions, for now, are that he is
Board and is active in her church and outreach
proud of what DCBDD is doing, and he thinks it's
programs.
important to keep an open ear to see where the board is
going.
"I have a 29-year-old special needs nephew who
doesn't live here in Ohio, but I'm really connected as
Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740413-0902. Follow
part of his caregiving," she said. "I do have a passion him on Twitter @ dabotkin.
for this population as well, and I hope I can learn from
being in this posi - tion as well as helping others."
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