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Wee Explorers (18 months - 3 years): 
Getting the Most Out of Fire Station Visits
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We know that toddlers get excited when they hear a fire truck, and they all run to see where the big red shiny fire truck is going. 
There are children that are obsessed or passionate with everything fire truck – from having a pretend fire hat and jacket, to 
watching videos about them, so why not make their dream and passion come true by visiting your local fire station.
Whether you call them fire stations, houses or halls, these buildings are EVERYWHERE. There are likely several in your community, 
and at least one within walking distance of your home. 
 
Here is a list of tips for parents and children who are visiting their first fire station in their community or at another city or town:
•  Read books on firefighting to familiarize yourself with the vocabulary of firefighters. Knowing terms like what a fog nozzle and 
    telescoping ladder are make it easier to point out items you see around the station and ask questions about them. 
•  Make a thank you card for the firefighters. Going under the pretense of thanking the firefighters for their service to your 
    community gives the trip more purpose and teaches your child about the value of civil service.
•  While fire stations are open 24/7, they generally prefer hosting little visitors during daylight hours.  Call ahead to the station you 
    wish to visit to get a feel for when they would prefer you stop by.

THE DAY YOU GO:
•  Warn your child that if the firefighters get a call before you arrive or while you are there, they will have to leave the station and 
    not be available to visit with you. 
•  Let your toddler dress up in their favourite firefighting gear the day of the visit so that he/she can really feel a part of the team.
•  Plan to spend no more than 15 minutes in the station on any one visit. 
•  Prepare a list of 3 or 4 questions for your child to ask the firefighters so he/she can learn something new on each visit. Your child 
    can also bring one of the library books to look at with the firefighters and ask any questions you have about what you see or 
    read in the book. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK AT YOUR LOCAL FIRE STATION:
•  I live at XXX address. How long does it take for you to get to my house in the event of an emergency? 
•  If you live in a high rise, you can ask if their truck ladders can reach your floor of the building. If they can’t, you can talk about 
    the best evacuation plans based on the age of your building.
•  What are ways I can stay safe, so I don’t need to call 9-1-1?
•  If I need to call 9-1-1, what information should I have memorized (address, last name, etc.)
•  May we have a tour of your station? 
•  May we see the inside of one of your trucks? 
•  Does your fire station have a pole? 
•  Any interesting facts about this particular fire station or crew?
•  Do you give hose demonstrations? 
•  Ask if this fire station has any special events coming up. 

As you leave the station, while everything is still fresh on the brain, talk to your child about things they saw that were new or 
interesting to direct future learning. Respect that the fire station is a place of business and that while they welcome little visitors, 
they really can only take about 10 minutes to host you. If the bell rings and they must take an emergency call, you must get out of 
the way immediately and let them take off in the truck. The excitement of the call is usually enough to distract little ones from the 
fact that the tour got aborted but mitigate meltdowns by explaining ahead of time that emergency calls take top priority. 
Remember that firefighters are there to help you, so if you have any questions or concerns about personal or property safety, ask! 
They have great information that will reduce your likelihood of having an emergency. The goal is to get the info during friendly visits, 
so you don’t ever have to call them in a crisis.
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