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Dear friends in Christ Jesus,  
 
Once again, I am writing to keep you up to date on Oakland’s response to the spread of COVID-19. 
On Tuesday, March 31st, Governor Henry McMaster ordered the closure of all non-essential 
businesses in South Carolina. While none of us would ever consider the church “non-essential,” 
we do recognize the work of the church can be conducted from a variety of places outside the 
church building.  
 
In conjunction with our Deacon Chair Susan York, Personnel Chair Heath Sessions, and Finance 
Chair Carl Compton, we have made the decision to close the church office beginning Friday, April 3 
until Friday, April 17. Ministers and staff will continue working from home during this time. The 
office will reopen on Monday, April 20th. Of course, this closure may be extended as we await the 
decisions of government officials in the coming weeks.   
 
Throughout this difficult time, our philosophy has been grounded in four fundamentals: 

• Clearly communicate our decisions with the congregation 

• Model good citizenship by listening to the advice of those in authority (CDC, State and 
Federal Government, et cetera) 

• Protecting the most vulnerable by practicing social distance 

• Staying connected through appropriate channels  
 
Also, as a reminder, our in-person worship services will remain suspended until further notice. We 
will continue providing online worship services and materials for each Sunday. These resources 
will remain available through our website, social media, and email.   
 
To reiterate what I said in a previous letter, I realize all of this can sound daunting, but we believe 
these are the best steps for us to take as global citizens in protecting our most vulnerable.  We are 
also taking steps to remain the presence of Christ at the crossroads of life, even if that presence is 
from a distance. Here are just some of those ways: 
 

• If you need to speak with someone, please reach out to a minister or your deacon. Also, 
you can still use the minister on call number. We are here to listen and help in ways that 
we are able.  
 

• I have called on our Deacons and Sunday School leaders to remain in contact with each 
person in their group. If you need assistance in knowing who your Deacon is, please 
contact the office. 

 

• For those in need of grocery assistance, we have set up a delivery system. We understand 
that elderly and vulnerable individuals may not feel comfortable venturing to the store. 
Please let the church office know if you are in need and would like groceries delivered to 
your home.  



 

 

 

 
www.oaklandchurch.com   ●   1067 Oakland Avenue, Rock Hill, SC 29732   ●   (803) 328-3864 

 
 

 

 

• For those in need of grocery assistance, we have set up a delivery system. We understand 
that elderly and vulnerable individuals may not feel comfortable venturing to the store. 
Please let the church office know if you are in need and would like groceries delivered to 
your home.  

 

• We are cultivating community by posting on our social media pages. These posts include 
activities, devotionals, and inspirational thoughts. Please stay connected with us!  

 

• Nearly all of our Sunday School classes are meeting virtually each Sunday morning. Some 
are meeting through the week using Zoom or Google meet. If your class is not meeting and 
you would like to be a part of one that is, please contact one of our ministers. 

 

• On Wednesday evenings our ministers are meeting virtually from 6:00-6:30 for a time of 
prayer and encouragement. You are invited to join them! You can find the link in the 
Weekly Update, or by contact Leigh Reynolds (lreynolds@oaklandchurch.com. 

 

• The Day Center at Pathways continues to be open to our homeless population. They are in 
need of Lysol, paper towels, toilet paper, bleach, disinfectant wipes, gloves, masks, coffee, 
and prepackaged snacks. If you would like to donate items, please contact a minister and 
we will be happy to pick these items up from your home and deliver them to Pathways.  

 
I would also encourage you to continue giving tithes and offerings so that bills and ministries are 
supported. This is vitally important. You may do this through our website, the Breeze app, texting 
“Give” to 803-599-3738, using automatic drafts, or mailing your gift to 1067 Oakland Avenue, Rock 
Hill, SC, 29732. If you need assistance with any of these methods, please contact the church office.  
 
Thank you for being patient as we figure this out together. Continue to take care of yourself, your 
neighbors, and remember you are one in whom Christ dwells.   
 
Prayers for this unpredictable journey ahead,  
Pastor Jeff  
 
 
 
 


