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April 5, 2020 

 

Dear Friends,   

  

The OBC Finance Committee, in conjunction with our Personnel Committee, Day School Committee, 

and the endorsement of our Fellowship of Deacons, recommends and seeks approval of the OBC 

Membership to participate in the CARES Act as outlined below.  

 

As you are aware, the Coronavirus pandemic has caused significant issues for our national economy, 

including increasing unemployment. OBC is not immune to this impact. Our Day School, specifically, 

has been significantly impacted. Without a consistent stream of revenue coming from parents, our ability 

to pay teachers is in jeopardy. As exempt organizations, OBC and the OBC Day School do not pay 

unemployment taxes and their employees are not eligible for normal unemployment benefits. 

Additionally, we anticipate that church contributions may be impacted. 

 

In response to the national crisis, Congress has passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and, Economic 

Security Act (CARES Act). Under this act, OBC, as a non-profit corporation, is eligible to apply for 

assistance under the Payroll Protection Program to offset economic harm caused by the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

 

On behalf of the aforementioned Committees and our Fellowship of Deacons, I am asking the OBC 

Membership for approval to seek aid through the CARES Act as follows: 

 

• Authority for the OBC Finance Committee to apply for a forgivable Small Business 

Administration loan in an amount of 2.5 times the combined payroll expenses of OBC and the 

OBC Day School. Under the CARES Act, the funds may be used for payroll expenses, including 

health care benefits, utilities and interest on mortgage and other debt. At the end of eight weeks, 

the Finance Committee will apply for forgiveness of that debt reasonably attributed to economic 

hardship and will repay any excess amounts. The loan is unsecured and no individuals will be 

liable for the debt. (Note: The loan term is 10 years at 4% interest on any amount not forgiven or 

repaid). 

 

• Authority for the OBC Finance Committee to act in response to such changes in the best interest 

of the church without further approval. It is widely anticipated that the CARES act will be 

clarified, modified and/or extended in the future. There is also great uncertainty as to the future 

direction of the economy. The recommendation does not include approval to use proceeds of 

CARES (or future changes in CARES) for long term debt, or to pay expenses, or to cover 

revenue shortfalls not reasonably incurred as the result of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

• Authority for the OBC Trustees (Faye Lucas, John Robinette, Tweet Curtis-Sharpton), on behalf 

of the church, to execute all documents required to implement this action. 

 

In these unprecedented times, our Constitution Committee, with the endorsement of our Fellowship of 

Deacons, has outlined a voting procedure that respects the protocol in our Constitution while also 

respecting our need to remain socially distanced. This deviation in our usual process is to comply with 

SC Executive orders related to COVID-19, as well as to ensure the safety of Membership while following 

the spirit of our Constitution directives for a Special Business meeting and vote on important matters.  
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Voting on this recommendation will occur using the following procedure: 

 

• On Sunday, April 5, a verbal announcement will be included in our recorded worship. On this 

same day a written announcement will be emailed to the congregation. This complies with 

Section 6.03 of our Constitution.  

 

• On Wednesday, April 8, from 6:45PM-7:15PM, a virtual discussion will take place using Google 

Meet. You can access this discussion by opening the following link in a Chrome, Firefox, or 

Edge browser meet.google.com/sez-qvki-azh.  You can also access the discussion by dialing 1-

929-260-4651, then entering the PIN 869 930 279# 

 

•  Deacons are also encouraged to contact their Deacon Families who do not have email or internet 

access to verbally convey information, as well as receive questions or comments. This meets the 

requirements of “an opportunity for discussion” as outlined in our Constitution.  

 

• Voting will take place exclusively by Absentee ballots. Ballots will be received beginning on 

Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30PM until Sunday, April 12 at 12:00PM noon. Members of OBC may 

vote in one of the following three ways, but not more than one: 

 

Voting Option One (1) 

A member of OBC may complete the online survey which can be found in the link 

below. A “Yes” vote is in favor of the motion and a “No” vote is opposed to the motion. 

CLICK HERE TO VOTE WITH ONLINE SURVEY  

 

Voting Option Two (2) 

  A member of OBC may email their vote to our Administrative Assistant.  

(obcoffice@oaklandchurch.com). This email must include the member’s name and a  

vote of “Yes” in favor of the motion or “No” in opposition to the motion. 

 

Voting Option Three (3) 

A member of OBC may speak verbally with their Family Deacon by telephone. The  

Deacon will record the member’s name as well as their vote of “Yes” in favor of the 

motion or “No” in opposition to the motion. Deacons will record votes and send them 

directly to our Administrative Assistant.  

 

• All votes will be tallied by our Administrative Assistant. If the sum of the votes is fifty (50) or 

more, then a quorum is met and if a simple majority of the total votes is “Yes,” the motion 

passes. 

 

Due to the unusual circumstances and the SC Executive orders in place, as well as the need to be 

expedient in this matter, the information presented above is the best practice for OBC to conduct 

business. I appreciate your willingness to adapt, knowing these efforts are for the good of our church. 

 

 
With gratitude and appreciation, 

 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Hayes 

 

 

https://meet.google.com/sez-qvki-azh?hs=122
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3NH4nUEkn-VCFWuE05--IR_pugBCtEiftqogb8SV5WcwPqg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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