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N E W S R E L E A S E 

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY POWER PLAYERS HONORED IN SAN DIEGO 
The 2024 Urban League of San Diego County’s Golden Pyramid Scholars Awards Celebration Distributed Scholarships on  

Sunday, May 18, 2025, at Grossmont College 

 
San Diego, CA - The Urban League of San Diego County, in partnership with Grossmont College, is hosting the 2025 Annual 

Golden Pyramid Scholars Award Ceremony and College Signing Day for 250 students in grades 8th through 12th who have 

maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. The event occurred on Sunday, May 18, 2025, at Grossmont College. The 

Honorable Dr. LaShae Sharp Collins, Assemblymember, District 79, State of California, the keynote speaker, delivered special 

remarks on tips for college and encouraged youth to explore their career dreams and consider non-traditional careers in high-

growth fields within this region. 

Family members, friends, community leaders, and board members participated in a salute to these student power players with high 

scholastic achievements. In contrast, community and academic leaders fostered a college-going culture that promoted academic 

success. The Urban League designed this program to identify, recruit, cultivate, and support students striving to achieve educational 

and economic excellence. 

The college venue exposes students to a college campus and reinforces the perception of college as a viable and achievable option. 

“The Urban League of San Diego County understands that by openly acknowledging our youth in a public forum, we make it clear to 

them and the community that we believe in and support their achievements,” said Larry Reed, Board Chair. “These young leaders 

are honored because they demonstrate that ‘Achievement Matters.’ They are the building blocks of our community and our future 

leaders.” 

The Urban League also uses the ceremony to celebrate students receiving college scholarships from the Urban League of San Diego 

County, US Midway Museum, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho, Sorority, Inc., 

and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Scholarships were distributed on Sunday to support Black and Brown youth’s college dreams. 
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Special thanks to all the sponsors and partners not mentioned above, who also made the program possible.  This list includes 

organizations such as Grossmont College, San Diego Gas & Electric, CALSOAP, Hologic, San Diego Foundation, and the National 

Urban League. 

Here are the names of the 2025 program participants: 

• Denise Whisenhunt, President, Grossmont College 

• The Hon. Dr. LaShae Sharp-Collins, Assemblymember, District 79, State of California 

• The Hon. Monica Montgomery Steppe, Supervisor, District 4, County of San Diego 

• The Hon. Henry Foster, Councilmember, 4th District, City of San Diego 

• Dr. Sharon Whitehurst Payne, Board Trustee, District E, San Diego Unified School District 

• Dr. Fabiola Bagula, Interim Superintendent, San Diego Unified School District 

• Dr. Vernon Moore, Asst. Superintendent, Sweetwater Union HS District 

• Dr. Mercedes Lovie, Ed.D., is the Associate Superintendent of Oceanside Unified School District 

 
### 

Organized in 1953, the Urban League of San Diego County (ULSDC) is a community-based, direct-service, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization and an affiliate of the National Urban League that focuses on empowering underserved communities. ULSDC works 
to achieve social and economic equality through advocacy, bridge-building, programs, services, and research. ULSDC strongly 
focuses on policy, practice, and protest regarding youth education and family support services through employment, housing, 
elderly health outreach, and women’s re-entry programs. 


