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THE  M ISS ION OF  THE

TRYON DOWNTOWN

DEVELOPMENT

ASSOCIAT ION IS  TO

PRESERVE  AND ENHANCE

THE  COMMUNITY  OF

TRYON THROUGH A

DOWNTOWN

REV ITAL IZAT ION PROGRAM

THAT  FOCUSES ON

ECONOMIC

RESTRUCTUR ING AND

STREETSCAPE  DES IGN.  

Our Mission



From the Executive Director

 

To the citizens of Polk County, I want to sincerely thank you for your

overwhelming support during my first eight months as Executive

Director. The Town of Tryon has welcomed me with open arms, and I

am so thankful to my Board of Directors and to all of you for your

kindness and encouragement. 

The TDDA is in a wonderful position right now: we have amazing

energy on our board, we have full support of the Town of Tryon

administrative staff, and we are seeing visitors and new residents

every day in our beautiful town. We are so proud of our businesses

in downtown Tryon and thankful to the community for supporting the

shop local movement during this uncertain time. Many of our

businesses and restaurants have been doing well, and we have even

seen new businesses coming into the downtown district. 

Earlier in the fall, the TDDA Board of Directors completed a

strategic visioning session with the NC Main Street Program. From

this productive session, our enthusiastic board revised our vision

statement, created a new work plan, and formed committees to

better address our goals. Please read on to learn more about our

work plan and committees, and feel free to reach out to me at

downtowndirector@tryonnc.gov with any questions.

I am extremely proud to serve with this organization, and I cannot

wait to see all that we can accomplish in downtown Tryon in the

coming years. 

With Gratitude, 

Paige Henderson

Executive Director, Tryon Downtown Development Association



VISION STATEMENT
 

arts & culture
community
that elevates
our position

as an
international

equestrian
destination,
creating the
friendliest,

most livable
small town in

the south. 

Arts & Culture Committee
Chair: Karim Nehdi

Horse Heritage Committee
Chair: Heidi Selbee

Livability Committee
Chair: Michael Baughman 

Historic downtown Tryon, framed by
the first peaks of the Blue Ridge

Mountains, is a thriving



About our Work Plan

Build a thriving arts & culture community
Contribute more to, and benefit from, being an
international equestrian destination
Create the friendliest, most livable small town in the south. 

Our vision statement informed our three main strategies for
the work plan: 

From here, we created committees devoted to each strategy.
Here is a snapshot of the overarching goals for each committee
for the next 3-5 years.

Arts & Culture Committee: 
Goal: Build a creative economy leveraging our arts community, cultural
and musical heritage, and new creative industries to revitalize under-used
downtown spaces
Objective: Become an NC Arts Council SmART Community to attract at
least $5 million in private non-governmental investment into the creative
economy.

Horse Heritage Committee: 
Goal: Create greater economic links between downtown Tryon and our
local equestrian organizations to help us collectively develop into a
stronger international destination.
Objective: Drive $5 million in additional revenue to local businesses by
attracting 250k TIEC visitors to each spend $20 in Tryon.

Livability Committee: 
Goal: Improve downtown Tryon's all-ages livability ranking, with a
particular focus on neighborhoods, walkability, housing, education, and
diversity metrics (key factors on most rankings).
Objective: Improve our livability scores by >20% in order to be recognized
on a regional or national "best places to live" listing (current AARP ranking
is 50, top-ranked places scoring from 63-65). 



Are you active in your TDDA Membership?

Individual: $50
Nonprofit: $65
Business: $75

TDDA Membership Dues: 

As we are updating our website this Spring/Summer, we are
unable to accept payments online. Please address all checks to: 

The TDDA Executive Director position is now a Town of Tryon
position, which allows the dollars you have donated to go
directly back into downtown Tryon programming. In the past,
this has provided the following and more:
4th Fridays
Tryon Beer Fest 
Halloween Stroll
Streetscape and Façade Improvements  
General Business Support

How do I pay my membership? 

TDDA
PO Box 182

Tryon, NC 28782

Where do my donated dollars actually go?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Send your payment by June to become a 2021-2022
Member! We sincerely appreciate your support and
look forward to serving downtown Tryon this year.


