
 

 

 

 

Beaumont’s New Grading Scale: Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Why are we changing the grading scale? 

The impetus for the grading scale change began with feedback from parents and students. The topic 

was placed on the Academic and Ursuline Identity Committee agenda for the fall 2019 meeting. 

During that meeting, the following observation were made: 

 

1. The lack of minuses creates unusually large grade bands that award equal GPA value for 

significantly different levels of achievement.  

2. The current grading scale is inconsistent. An A+ has a smaller band than any other grade. 

The A and C+ have larger bands than all others, including B and D grades.  

3. Our threshold for a passing grade (70%) is 10% higher than many schools similar to us.  

 

How is the new scale an improvement over the previous scale? 

By including minuses, we have increased the number of grade bands from 9 to 13. This creates a 

more precise tool to measure a students’ performance. Furthermore, the new scale offers grade 

bands that are consistent and predictable.  

 

Aren’t we lowering our standards? What about rigor? 

A grading scale is an outward facing metric that’s only function is to translate student’s academic 

performance for colleges so they may make an informed decision regarding admissions. Rigor is 

determined by the curriculum we offer, and the way the teachers present the material and their expectations 

of students.  A grading scale of any type does not make a school or course rigorous in and of itself. 

Furthermore, through this process, the faculty have begun to examine their own gradebooks and 

have determined that the weighting of grades within their own gradebook has a larger impact on 

rigor than the grading scale. As a result, the move to the new grading scale is being done in 

conjunction with revisions to course syllabi. Each department is forming their own policies to 

ensure that summative assessment account for approximately 75% of students’ grades and 

formative assessments account for no more than 25%.   

When will this go into effect? 

The new scale will go in effect during the 2020-2021 school year. All grade levels will be put on the 

new scale simultaneously. Students’ GPAs will not be recalculated.  Our school profile will 

communicate the change to colleges until current freshmen graduate.  

 

What about weighting for Honors/AP/IB? 

The .5 GPA bump for Honors/AP/IB classes will remain.  

 


