
CRYSTAL SYMPHONY AND THE  MIDNIGHT SUN IN ALASKA 

Alaska is an amazing destination filled with wildlife, beautiful 
sceneries, mountain views, waterfalls and lots of sunlight in 
July, the sun didn’t set until 10-1030pm at night and rose around 
4am. Certainly, it is the land of the midnight sun. 
Doing a northbound journey (Vancouver to Anchorage) the first 
glacier stop was Tracy Arm. It did not disappoint. On the broken 
off pieces of glacier we saw sea lions just lounging and basking in 
the sun. It was breathtaking and awe inspiring. Then to top that 
off, we went to Hubbard Glacier two days later. It is bigger, taller 
and wider than Tracy Arm by far! Here we saw a lot of calving of 
the glacier. No one ever talks about the sound a calving glacier 
makes and at first it can be startling. Here you have a sunny day 
with blue skies and suddenly you hear a loud thunderous crash. 
The thunder of the ice crashing into the ocean causes not only a 
loud sound but also a visual feast. Remember to bring binoculars 
to get an up-close view of the calving glaciers. Even better would 
be a camera with a zoom lens to capture those fabulous images. 
   
If you live on the east coast, coming home from Anchorage is an 
overnight flight when you do the northbound sailing as we did. 
This is tiring after a fabulous vacation. Doing the southbound 
sailing would put the Hubbard Glacier first and Tracy Arm 
second. It would be less awe inspiring and Tracy Arm would feel 
like a let down after Hubbard. It is certainly the client’s choice on 
what is the best fit for them, with direction from you their 
favorite travel advisor! 
If your clients want to experience the glaciers up close and 
personal on a zodiac raft, Crystal will have an expedition ship 
coming soon to their fleet. In the mean time, Seabourn’s Sojourn 
has the zodiac rafts as well as a mini ship that allows for a closer 
inspection of Hubbard Glacier. They approached Hubbardglacier 
first and we saw the zodiac and mini ship get much closer to the 
glacier and their return to the ship at the end of their time at the 
glacier. 
 
The highlight of the trip was a helicopter ride to Mendenhall 
glacier and dogsled experience in Juneau. Taking off vertically, if 
somewhat backwards, the helicopter flew directly to the 
mountain and then up and over, almost like going up steps 
instead of an incline like a plane does. You can see the deep blue 
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crevices of the glacier and get an understanding of how immense 
these glaciers really are. It is an indelible experience seared into 
my heart and memory. Landing on Mendenhall glacier, you are 
greeted by the mushers who divide everyone into smaller 
groups. You have the choice to become a musher yourself and 
even drive the sled or sit back and relax and soak up the scenery. 
These dogs really want to run! In fact, the musher asks you not to 
pet the dogs at the beginning since all they want to do is run. 
There is no need to motivate these dogs to run, simply remove 
the brake and off they go! The run is over a mile and a half with 
beautiful glacier and mountain scenery. One gets the feeling of 
being just a small part of an immense beautiful landscape. 
To give everyone an opportunity to mush, they stop and you can 
switch places to get a different experience. At the conclusion of 
the run we got to meet these beautiful dogs that are very sweet 
tempered and enjoy the attention and scratches. To top off the 
trip, there was a puppy that one could cuddle. Overall the 
helicopter / dogsled experience is something not to miss and 
definitely worth the splurge! 
    
The Kayaking experience in Sitka gives the opportunity to see 
eagles, sea urchins, star fish and enjoy the crisp clean air! 
  
Zip-lining in Ketchican included several zips as well as a rope 
suspension bridge. The team was focused on safety and we had a 
ball! Even got to slide down ‘fireman pole style’ at the end of the 
excursion. Definitely an opportunity to get your thrill on! 
  
A very memorable shore excursion, one of the very best I have 
ever taken, was the Skagway & the Red Onion Salon! Daisy May 
DoYa (our hostess and guide) made the tour enjoyable all while 
delivering a highly informative description of what women 
experienced during the gold rush.  
  
Overall, there was not a feeling of being nickeled and dimed since 
the gratuities, alcohol, mini fridge refreshments in your cabin, 
room service, specialty restaurants and even wifi was included. 
Crystal delivers impeccable service, food and fun! True luxury! 
 


